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City crisis The general gets his orders 

stop moaning and get out 


as 5,000 
jobs lost 


JUTrsanor 


T HE pace of job 
losses tn the Ctty 
surged yesterday 
with the news 
that up to 5,000 
workers face the 
tack as a result of Deutsche 
Bank's purchase of Bankers 
ftust, of. America for $10 
jHUbri.^The deal-will create 
he world's largest flnanrfai 
services company. 

The job^ cuts will weigh 
leavDy on the City, where 
nany financial firms have al- 
ready cut up to 5 per cent of 
raders and financial staff as 
i result of losses during the 
-ecent global stock market 
ipheavals. 

Banking; sources also fear 
he worst is to come as other 
inancial groups chase 

nerger partners to increase 

heir-presence In the world fi- 
landal markets: -. •*. 
Deutsche ^»*j- mwynp - 
ag the: record-breaking. deal 


~nove to cut costs as 9 . ngsuSk 
rf the acquisition,: ft would 
dash 5£00 jobs in London and 
<few York. City sources said 
ast night that at least 3,000 
vouH be Celt in London, 
vhere Deutsche and Bankets 
Crust have considerable over- 
lap in some business areas. 

“Next year It's going to bap- 
jen more because other 
lrganlsatlons are going to go 
brough the same merger pro- 
ress." said Nick Marsh, mar- 
keting director of MSL, an ex- 
•cutlve search company . 

The feet that two non-Brit- 
sh owned financial firms can 
nftict such damage on. the 
Sty is a sign of the changing 
structure of ownership of the 
City’s main employers. 

Deutsche Bank helped set 
be pace in 1989 when it swal- 
owed Morgan Grenfell, one of 
he oldest City firms. German 
Ival Dresdner bought Klein- 
rart Benson, another City 
inn, while a Swiss bank gob- 
rtedup PbiUipe & Drew. . 



American banks have also 
jumped in. including Merrill 
Lynch, which bought British 
stock broker Smith New 
Court, while earlier this year 
Bankers Trust bought part of 
NatWesfs investment bank- 
ing business Earlier this 


n Frankfurt, said thatrjn a Imonth ^Merrill -Xyoch an- 


nounced thaf 4p joba wou^d 
t»(«rfolfcnaaji 
? Few of fod main players in 
foe finant^almarkutBarennw 
British-owned, with the ex- 
‘fception of ihvestmeut banks 
{Schrodera and Rothschild. 

; The City feeds the pain of 
many mergers and cut-backs 
because it has one of the larg- 
est concentrations of finan- 
cial services Jobs in the 
world. A recent report by the 
Corporation of London calcu- 
lated that more than 250,000 
people are employed by finan- 
cial services in London. 

London jostles, with New 
.York and Tokyo to claim the 
tide of the world's largest fi- 
nancial centre and dwarfi? 
Frankfort, even though the 
German city is home to the 
new E ur o p ean central bank. 

“London as a financial cen- 
tre is not losing out," 'said 
Matthew CzepUewicz, bank- 
ing analyst at Salomon Smith 
Barney, the US investment 

hank. 


Tbe London International 
Financial Futures and Op- 
tions Exchange (LEFFE), foe 
City's derivatives exchange, 
is also cutting 600 positions 
to reduce costs. Its first step 
towards phasing out its col- 
ourful trading floor for the se- 
date world of electronic trad- 
ing began yesterday and that 
move is also being blamed for 
job losses in the fmanHwi 
markets. 

It was unclear last night 
which parts of the Deutsche 
and Bankers Trust operations 
in London would feel most of 
the cuts, which will be phased 
in over a year. Deutsche is the 
bigger employer in London, 
with more than 6^00 staff 
while Bankers Trust, which 
employs 1,000 people in Edin- 
burgh, has a total of $,500 em- 
ployees in Britain. 

Deutsche Bulk said-yester- 
day that it Is setting aside 
$400 million (about £240 mil- 
lion) to persuade key staff 
team leaving Bankers Trust 
as a result of foe deal, lhsld: 
ersdescribed the-afexosptere 
in Bankers Trust’s London 
office as subdued yesterday. 

The employees beard foe 
hews of the merger, first ru- 
moured last month, over live 
television links to the Frank- 
furt news conference. City 
sources also said that Deut- 
sche Bank enployees were 
feeling uncertain. •• 

The prospects are bleak for 
some of those who will lose 
their jobs. City career man- 
agement firm Meridian Con- 
sulting estimated - that the 
ti me it was taking to find em- 
ployment in foe City had 
reached nearly 19 weeks, 
against 14 -weds a year ago. 

“There are lot more people 
on -foe streets," said Linda 
Jackson, principal consultant 
at Meridian Consulting, "tip 
to 40 per cent [of those who 
areloatag their jobs] are leav- 
ing the City anyway,” she 



AstideCTonthefi^oeoQ^uvelaii^Prioxy Hospital taLrmdansuggeste a solution to the dUem m a posed by its on welcome lixxnate photograph: adambutlb* 


Mcfc Hopldns i 
R ichard Norton-Taylor: 


The acq u isition fcmfl, end CHy 
Notebook, page 11 


C hilean ; officials 
were tr&ng desper- 
ately tol5nd accom- 
modation for General 
Augusts Pinochet last night 
after foe private Clinic where 
he is staying safid it would 
consider suing htpi ^niiys he 
leaves immediately. - 
The GrovelandsPriory Hos- 
pital in Southgate, north; Lon- 
don, has been urging Gen Pi- 
nochet to go for a fortnight 
Doctors treating the former 

Chilean dictator say there is 
nothing wrong with hln$ and 
naff are tired of ihe diprop- 


tion his presence is causing. 
“Grovelands is not a hotel 
and it is not a secure unit 
either,” said a source. 

There have also been mur- 
muring that Gen Pinochet, 
who is used to staying in five- 
star hotels on his travels 
abroad, has been a difficult 
and flissy patient who “enjoys 
a good moan". The hospital's 
frustration came to a head 
yesterday afternoon when ex- 
ecutives, led by Grovelands’ 
director, David Cole, issued 
an ultimatum. 

In a terse meeting, foe gen- 
eral’s aides were told that he 
had outstayed his welcome 
and that other patients 
needed his bed. The hospital. 


which charges up to £330 a 
day, Indicated it would take 
“whatever means necessary" 
to evict him. 

Afterwards, the hospital 
said it was preparing to “dis- 
charge Gen Pinochet from its 
care". The statement contin- 
ued: “It was stated in open 
court over two weeks ago that 
Gen Pinochet was fit enough 
to appear at an initial bail 
hearing. 

“He no longer requires the 
specialist medical and nurs- 
ing care provided at Grove- 
lands Priory. The manage- 
ment has reminded his 
advisers of this and it is 
hoped that Gen Pinochet will 
find alternative accommoda- 


tion as quickly as possible." 

Mr Cole made it plain he 
will instruct lawyers if there 
is any prevarication. One op- 
tion is to sue foe general for 
trespass. “That is a possibil- 
ity," said a source. "The hos- 
pital is considering several 
legal alternatives.’’ 

The Grovelands hospital 
first mooted that Gen Pinochet 
should leave two weeks ago, 
when an in-house psychiatrist, 
Geoffrey Lloyd, concluded that 
the 83-year -old was not suffer- 
ing from any psychological 
problems. 

Reports last week that the 
general, who was admitted on 
October 29. shortly after sur- 
gery on his back, might be 


suffering from a stress-related 
disorder amazed his carers. 
“He could have left weeks 
ago,” said a source. 

“We have been told, time 
and again, that his people are 
looking for another place for 
him to stay, but nothing has 
happened.” 

The Chilean embassy is 
looking at properties In Wey- 
brldge and Virginia Water, 
upmarket areas at Surrey. 

Diplomats were caught out 
by last week’s law lords deci- 
sion that Gen Pinochet was 
not immune from prosecu- 
tion. and are trying to hire a 
turn to page 3, column l 
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Green fairy fire^spirits after long absinthe 


UatottiB makes the art .. .detail fromDegas’L’Absmthe 


M ANET, Degas and Pi- 
casso painted it, Tou- 
louse Lautrec drank 
it from a hollow walking 
stick, and Hemingway did 
knife tricks on it This 
week, absinthe, a 70 per 
cent proof; hanudnoeeailc 
concoction hailed as the ul- 
timate ta fin tie st&tie deca- 
dence, will be legally avail- 
able JtylTi tn pritaln aftw 
an 80-year absence. 

Twice the strengh of most 
other spirits, the emerald 
green tipple of choice tor 
19th century artists and in- 
tellectuals has been banned 
In France, Belgium, Swit- 
zerland and the US stare 
the first world war. 


Now, to the horror of al- 
cohol awareness campaign- 
ers, a British company has 
secured an importation 
contract with a tiny Csech 
distillery after discover in g 
that the drink was never 
formally prohibited in this 
country. • 

Green Bohemia — set up 
by the Idler magazine, a 
drinks Importer and a for- 
mer member of the: indie 
rock group Jesus and MSary 
Chain — plans to market 
absinthe as an exchutve 
and extremely potent way 
of celebrating the new rant- 
lenninm for those desper- 
ately seeking a new kick. It 
will retail at £40 a bottle — 

reflecting flw sizeable alco- 
hol duty taxes involved. — ■ 
via mail order and the ln- 


temet under the slogan The 
Spirit of Freedom. 

The drink’s revival has 
provoked astonishment 
among campaigners who 
accuse Green Bohemia of 
giving young people the 
ammunition to drink to 
dangerous excess. 

“We can understand 
people wanting to party to 
cele bra te the •min mi niiwn , 

but we would suggest that 
they didn’t necessarily 
have to be comatose to do 
so,” said Caroline Bradley 
of Alcohol Concern. 

' Imported from Switzer- 
land to France In 1797 by 
Henri Louis Pernod, the 
aniseed-flavoured drink is 

made by soaking dried 
wormwood tn ethanol alco- 
hol along with other herte 


such as hyssop and lemon 
balm. Its active ingredient, 
thnjone, a hIwHm* mo- 
lecular structure to canna- 
bis. The accepted method of 
consumption has guaran- 
teed that the drink is lik- 
ened more to narcotics than 
to other alcoholic sub- 
stances. It involves filling a 
spoon with sugar which is 
then soaked in absinthe, 
set alight and dripped into 
a glass of absinthe, which 
also catches fire. 

At this point water 
should be added, but such 
Is the potency of the drink 
that it can be difficult to 
put out the flames: when 
the Pernod factory in Pon- 
tarller was struck by light- 
tong In 1901, It burned for 
tour days. 


The precursor to the 
French staple pastls — lit- 
erally, a pastich e of its 
more potent cousin — ab- 
sinthe rose to popularity 
alongside cocaine fortified 
wines last century after 
successive failures of the 
grape harvest caused the 
price of wine to soar. 

By the late 1800s, La Fed 
Verte — the Green Fairy — 

was being consumed with 
such fervour by foe Pari- 
sian artistic and literary 
set that cocktail hour was 
renamed L’Henre Verte. 

Among its devotees were 
Oscar Wilde, Ernest Dow- 
son and Charles Baude- 
laire. Van Gogh’s ear-cut- 
ting incident is popularly 
attributed to absinthe 
intoxication. 



Absinthe: hallucinogenic 
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THE ADVENT OF ON-LINE BANKING 










Download our free, advent calendar screensaver and play 
die^trutopet, see die future, fly. a plane, win a prize. 


You can also discover the fun of internet banking, 
all at wwwuxvqperativdbankxo.uk 
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Sketch 


Lion, The Witch 
and The Wrekin 



Simon Hoggart 


T HE HOUSE or Co mm ons 
was; not in a mood to hear 
any lectures. It never is. 
MPs are like students who re- 
fuse to get out orbed berore 
noon. "I need no lectures from 
Professor Smith!’' they shout 
at friends who bang on the 
door. 

During Home Office Ques- 
tions the problem of corrupt 
councils came up — mainly 
Doncaster council, which is 
currently the subject of 
four separate investigations. 

Dennis Skinner said that “it 
ill behoves ’’ (a thunderously 
un-Skinner like word) “a 
member of the Tory party 
when they will not call on 
Lady Porter to pay back the 
£20 milli on that went missing 
at Westminster . . ." 

The minis ter, Paul Boateng, 
was as ponderous as only a 
barrister can be: “The day 
that they stand up and attack 
Lady Porter is the day that 
they can give us lectures about 
corruption.'’ 

There followed a bad-tem- 
pered spat about spending on 
the police. Sir Norman 
Fowler, the shadow home sec- 
retary. said that not enough 
was being spent 
Jack Straw said that the 
Tories spent too much time 
attacking the Government for 
spending too much money. 
Now they were accusing them 
of not spending enough. 

“I am not going to take lec- 
tures from you on public 
spending." said Mr Fowler. 

Mr Straw produced a visual 
aid to go with his lecture, a 
copy of Norman Fowler's 
memoirs, thought — and I 
bear Mr Fowler no ill-will — 
the dreariest of all the innu- 
merable books about the 
Thatcher years. 

(If the Alan Clark Diaries 
rated 10. Lady Thatcher's book 
would be 2, and the Fowler 
oeuvre would be a figure close 
to the point at which mercury 
freezes.) 

“I have here a little-known 
work called Ministers Decide, 


published at £18, knocked 
down to £2 and now at £1." 

“And still you didn't buy 
it'" shouted some churl from 
the back benches. 

The Home Secretary pro- 
duced a quote which appeared 
to disagree, just, with Mr 
Fowler's present position. Mr 
Fowler was affronted. “I am 
not prepared to take lectures 
from the right honourable 
gentleman!" he declared. 

The only topic we were in- 
terested in was General Pino- 
chet, but the Speaker has 
ruled that he may not be men- 
tioned — making the Com- 
mons the only place in the 
world where he can’t be dis- 
cussed. Tory troublemakers 
were clearly anguished by 
this, and sat squirming on the 
benches like a haemorrhoid 
sufferer stranded on Filey 
Brig. 

My mind began to drift. The 
next questioner was Judy Mal- 
laber, who sits in the Labour 
interest for the most beauti- 
fully named constituency in 
the country. Amber Valley. I 
Imag ing th is as a magical, 
golden place, possibly painted 
by Samuel Palm er. 

But then clearly there Is a 
poet on the Boundary Com- 
mission who produces eupho- 
nious names for so many 
seats: Upper Nithsdale, Row- 
ley Regis, Anniesland, Hessle, 
and Lunesdale. This week 
marks the 100th anniversary 
of the birth of C S Lewis. You 
could populate a whole new 
set of Narnia books with the 
names of constituencies. 

“Elmet the Dwarf stopped 
kettering his pots and pointed 
to a mound in the distance. 
That be Hodge Hill, home erf 
my cousin Erewash.’ he told 
the children. ‘He will help you 
in your Quest But you must 
avoid at all costs the trolls, 
Ochiland Ogmore, who live In 
the Doon Valley, and who hold 
the Power oTEviL They can 
send you to The Deepings, 
from which no human child 
has ever returned. 

“ ‘But If you avoid them you 
can traverse Mole Valley on 
your way to Weaver Vale, the 
Land of Enchantment Beware 
The Wrekin, the dragon with 
three heads! He can be de- 
feated only by The Sword of 
Thurrock. Fight him and win, 
and he will return forever to 
his dark, dank home: Great 
Grimsby . . 

I woke up to hear Mr Fowler 
again trying to raise the sub- 
ject of General Pinochet Time 
fora cup of tea. 


Review 


Rambling work 
lacks impact 


Mic Moroney 


Belfast 


i A /HUE his harshest 
if\f critics (phiBstlnes all. 
V V of course) might dis- 
liss Philip Glass’s work as 
asy-listening for the stoned 
eneration, the man certainly 
ipped up adulation at the Bel- 
ist Festival. 

Over the past week he has 
iven us a concert with the 
Uster Orchestra, a piano 
ecital. and the gigs with his 
nsemhle. playing live film 
cores to Godfrey Reggio’s 
mnlcKoyaanisqatsi, Jean 
Octeau’s La Belle Et La Beta, 
nd indeed his latest piece, 
IonstersOfGra.ee. 

Billed as “the first digital 
pera in three dimensions" — 
ad his first major colla bora- 
on with Robert Wilson since 
Instein On The Beach in 1976 
- Monsters Of Grace isabe- 
i using, low-key, meditative 
rork. 

Under Michael Riesman’s 
msical direction. Glass's 
lostly electronic, 10-piece en- 
unble played under a large 
-rppn, on which Wilson's 
smputer-generated imagery 
as projected. Cardboard 
wctacles with Polarised 
uses were provided — like 
le red-green goggles for the 
BOs B-movie, Creature From 
he Black Lagoon— to pop the 
cages into dim, fuzzy 3D. 
Typical of Wilson, the 
□ages — ponderously slow, 
limated Magrittes and story- 
jok Wall-of-China land- 
apes — bore only an oblique 
mnection to the libretto, a 
isembodled. Americanised 
pose translation of the love 
»try of the 13th century Per- 
an Sufi. Jalaluddln RumL 
Glass took a familiar ap- 
-oach to the vocal lines, 
pitching from argent stao 
ito to swaths oflayered bar- 
onies. And his singers are 


very fine — soprano Marie 
Mascari; mezzo Alexandra 
Montana; and Glass’s long- 
time baritone, Gregory 
Pumhagen. 

For thematic texture Glass 
sampled Middle Eastern 
string Instruments and per- 
cussion. using these for orna- 
ment or exotic melodic riffs, 
in between the trademark 
thundering machine-metro- 
nomic arpeggios. 

Surprisingly, some of the 
synth sounds were tinny 
enough, such as the strings 
and brass voices, while the 
heavily miked flutes and sax- 
/clarinet were more 
gratifying. 

In Monsters Of Grace. Glass 
is tentatively looking for new 
departures from an oeuvre in 
which he has continually, vo- 
raciously recycled his ideas. 
Yet he seems unsure of which 
direction to turn without fall- 
ing Into other established 
idioms. 

In the end his loose takes on 
Middle Eastern, Asian and 
Chinese melodic structures 
resolve into a rambling filmic 
mood work, which is hardly 
as catchy or memorable as the 
work which made him 
famous. 

StfiL if you float free of the 
score, It cushions the slow 
freefall of the imagery: Wil- 
son’s private language of al- 
most pretty, narrative frag- 
ments which seems to stretch 
out from the screen into the 
auditorium. 

It is significant that Glass 
likes to collaborate, as if to 
divert conscious attention 
from his musical scores, in 
which it Is often difficult to 
find purchase mentally, other 
than in a kind of goofy 
transcendence. 

As for he and Wilson work- 
ing together again. Monsters 
Of Grace certainly lacks tile 
radical impact of Einstein On 
The Beach. But back in 1976 
were all an awful lot 
younger. 


Veto will not be needed, says No 1 0, as four other states oppose harmonisation □ Architect of plan retreats 


Britain winning EU tax fight 




Martin Walker In Brussels 

and Michael White 


T HE Government 

was Last night in- 
creasingly confi- 
dent that Britain 
would be able to 
fend off ambitious tax reform 
proposals from Germany and 
the European Commission 
without jeopardising Tony 
Blair's hard-won Euro- 
friendly strategy by using the 
national veto. 

Britain's battle against 
sweeping plans to harmonise 
European taxes notched up a 
significant victory yesterday 
when four other member 
states joined the Chancellor. 
Gordon Brown, in opposing a 


tax which could devastate the 
City's lucrative Eurobond 
market 

As the 15 European Union 
finance ministers arrived in 
Brussels for their monthly 
meeting, Downing Street also 
moved to stress that Britain 
retained its tax veto and 
would use it “in the national 

interest." 

What Mr Blair Is again try- 
ing to do as he manoeuvres 
ahead of the promised refer- 
endum on eventual British 
membership of the single cur- 
rency is to play for time, woo- 
ing Brussels with construc- 
tive policies to show he is a 
“good European”, while keep- 
ing tabloid suspicions at bay 
at home. 

With the TOry press in fall 


cry against renewed talk of 
harmonising VAT. excise 
duties and some taxes on 
business — just four weeks 
before the EU’s single cur- 
rency becomes reality in 11 
states — the issue has become 
a political priority. 

In a fresh initiative ahead 
of this month's EU summit in 
Vienna, the Prime Minister 
last wight announced a joint 
employment initiative with 
Spain’s conservative goverm- 
ment of Jose-Marla Aznar. 

Britain’s Insistence on being 
able to manipulate is tax rates 
for social reasons, such as Mr 
Brown's pdlitically-popular aid 
for pensioners fori. bills, has 
now won support from France 
and Sweden. 

In a further significant de- 


velopment, the main architect 
of tax harmonisation plans in 
Brussels, the internal market 
commissioner Mario Monti, 
backed away from his initial 
grand design and agreed his 
objective “is most certainly 
not to harmonise national tax 
systems across the board”. 

It left last week's proposal 
by Germany's hew Social 
Democrat finance minister, 
Oskar Lafontaine, to complete 
a new European tax code "by 
the end of June" looking in- 
creasingly hollow. There are 
only three proposals on the 
table for such a code. 

The first, for an energy tax. 
is stalled. The second, for a 
tax on funds hold in foreign 
bank accounts, feces growing 
opposition and the third, for a 


code of conduct to stop differ- 
ent EU companies competing 
unfairly for foreign invest- 
ment with tax benefits, is in 
British hands. . , _ 

The process is chaired by 
the Treasury minister. Dawn 

Prlmarolo. whose report will 
not be complete until Novem- 
ber next year. 

That buys ministers time. 
But Mr Blair's spokesman in- 
sisted that London would 
retain Its veto over future 
changes in tax rules. 

He emphasised the Chancel- 
lor’s Budget promise not to 
impose VAT on food, chil- 
dren's clothing, books, news- 
papers and public transport, 
all currently zero-rated, at 
least not in the 1997-2002 
parliament 


Far more pressing is the 
plan to impose a 20 per' cent 
"withholding tax” on funds 
hold in foreign "bank ac- 
counts. to prevent tax avoid- 
ance or evasion. The tax is 
.aimed chiefly at French and 
German citizens using the se- 
cretive banking system In 
Luxembourg. 

' British officials in London 
and Brussels are scenting vic- 
tory in. their fight against key 
aspects of the Commission 
plan that could devastate the 
City's Eurobond market. 
Sweden, Denmark. Austria 
and the Netherlands also op- 
pose the plan — an effective 
blocking minority- 
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Tatchelt 

invokes 

Gandhi 


court 


Peter Tatchell with gay rights protesters yesterday outside the court where he Is being tried photograph; pmjl hacxett 


Win Woodward 


P ETER TATCHELL, 
the gay rights cam- 
paigner, yesterday 
summoned up the 
spirit of Mahatma Gandhi, 
the suffragettes and anti- 
apartheid activists to fight a 
prosecution which could lead 
to him serving a two-month 
prison sentence for interrupt- 
ing the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury's Easter sermon. 

Mr Tatchell is being prose- 
cuted under the rarely used 
Ecclesiastical Courts Juris- 
diction Act of i860- Section n 
of the act states “any person 
who shall be guilty of riotous, 
violent or indecent behaviour 
in any cathedral church ... 
shall be liable to penalty”. Mr 
Tatchell could also be fined 
£ 200 . 

Canterbury magistrates 
court was told that on April 
12, Mr Tatchell climbed into 
Dr George Carey's pulpit as 
the archbishop delivered his 
Easter Sunday sermon in 
Canterbury Cathedral. Mr 
Tatchell, joined by six other 
members of the lesbian and 
gay protest group Outrage! 
condemned the archbishop’s 
opposition to an equal age of 
consent and his refusal to 
support gay fostering. 

Mr Tatchell was pulled 
away from the pulpit before 
completing his statement 
In his defence, the gay 
rights campaigner insisted 
he had not Intended to offend 
people with his "very fair and 
reasoned” protest. 

T think a lot of people 


would have been very of- 
fended by realising that Dr 
Carey supported discrimina- 
tion against gay people ...I 
think people's human rights 
are more important than the 
maintenance of church ser- 
vice and ritual,” he said. 

Since Dr Carey became 
Archbishop of Canterbury in 
1990, “he had always refused 
very reasonable requests to 
meet with lesbian and gay 
organisations to discuss our 
concems,” Mr Tatchell told 
the court 

During his pulpit protest he 
had not abused Dr Carey or 


‘Human rights are 
more important 
than maintenance 
of church service 
and ritual* 


Insulted the Church, and had 
not touched the archbishop. 

The constitution of Outrage!, 
Mr Tatchell said, oammifted 
members to non-violent direct 
actio n . The movement mod- 
riled its methods on “Mahatma 
Gandhi in the struggle for In- 
dian independence, the meth- 
ods used by the suffragettes, 
[and] the black civil rights 

movement in America. Those 

methods are our inspiration 
and model.” 

Prosecuting, Robert Monta- 
gue said the protest was 
"inappropriate both as to time 
and place; it was unseemly; it 


was indecorous. Mr Tatchell 
is not being prosecuted on ac- 
count of any views that he 
may hold. .. It Is with regard 
to the protection of the sanc- 
tity of thi place and the time 
of the particular occasion.” 

A Canterbury Cathedral 
verger, Mark Punton, told the 
court he believed he was 
tricked by a protester who 
doubled' over with an inhaler 
in his hands and appeared to 
be suffering an asthma 
attack. “As I tried to get him 
outside he moved away from 
me. and four or five people 
ran up the pulpit steps. I was 
confused by being deceived 
by this man. My prime con- 
cern was for the archbishop's 
safety. I didn't react very 
quickly; I just stood there in a 
state of shock.” 

Mark Guthrie, defending, 
read out a letter from the 
Most Rev Richard Holloway, 
Bishop of Edinburgh, who 
compared the defendant to 
the suffragettes. "I believe 
that Peter Tatchell belongs In 
the group of awkward and 
prophetic individuals who 
make society think- about un- 
comfortable matters." 

The bishop has joined 700 
other people including Harold 
Pinter, Sir Ludovic Kennedy 
and Paul Foot in a petition by 
the National Secular Society 
calling for the 1860 act to be 
repealed. 

The defence told the court it 
would today call the Labour 
MP Tony Benn and the Lib- 
eral Democrat MP Evan Har- 
ris as character witnesses. 


Leader comment, pane 9 


‘Vexing preachers’ and other unholy offences 


THE Ecclesiastical Courts 
1 Jurisdiction Act of I860, 
under which Peter Tatchell 
Is being prosecuted, last 
resulted In a conviction in 
1967, when two men were 
given the nwxhnp m penal- 
ty. two months’ imprison- 
ment, after interrupting 
Harold Wilson, then prime 
minister, as he read a les- 
son during a Methodist ser- 
vice at the start of the 1966 


Labour Party conference, 
writes Sarah Hall 
Nicolas Walter and Jim 
Radford, who were con- 
victed of riotous behaviour, 
were among some 20 activ- 
ists who disrupted the ser- 
vice, in Brighton, in protest 
at the Vietnam war. As Wil- 
son began reading, cries of 
“hypocrite” filled the 
church, ami parishioners 
were crushed against pews. 


The last occasion on. 
which the act resulted in a 
court case, but not a convic- 
tion, was in 1992 when Rus- 
sell Powell, aged 24, a for- 
mer Royal Marine, was 
charged with riotous be- 
haviour and “vexing 
preachers” after parachut- 
ing from the Whispering 
Gallery of St Paul's Cathe- 
draL The case collapsed on 
a legal technicality. 


MINOLIA 


Instead of you taking 
steps to got pin-sharp 
pictures, the Vectis 200 
takes them for you. 



200 auto focusing steps make this ultra compact Advanced Photo 
System Camera the perfect photographic companion. 

So whether you’re capturing a landscape or arc as dose to your subject 
as 50cm, it will take whatever steps necessary to record the details with 
pin-sharp darity. 

And these aren’t the only steps it takes on your behalf. It has a 
powerful 2 x zoom lens, so you don’t even have to move closer to your 


subject to get the perfect picture. 

The Vectis 200. 

Pin-sharp pictures every time. 
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Only from the mind of M inolt.i. 


The Ycrria 200, ji-aibHc in an outfit for £129.V9 
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Tory leader 
denies gay 
smear on 
Mandelson 


Ewan HacAsktn, CM«f 
Political Corrvspondont 


T HE Conservative 
leader, William 
Hague, yesterday de- 
nied conducting a gay 
smear campaign against 
Peter Mandelson, the Trade 
and Industry Secretary, over 
his trip to Rio de Janeiro. 

Mr Hague’s office insisted 
that his Commons reference 
to “Lord Mandelson of Rio” 
had been a joke and had not 
been a reference to lurid alle- 
gations in the magazine 
Punch that Mr Mandelson 
had gone on a tour of Rio’s 
sleazy gay haunts. 

The Government remains 
convinced that the Tories 
have been mounting an or* 
chestrated campaign against 
Mr Mandelson over the Rio 
visit It also emerged last 
night that Mr Hague, in spite 
of his denial, bad discussed 
the jibe in the context of the 
Punch allegations as recently 
as the weekend. 

Ministers fear that innu- 
endo could spiral out of con- 
trol unless it can be brought 
to a quick stop. 

Punch's current issue car- 
ries lengthy allegations that 
Mr Mandelson and the resi- 
dent British Council director 
in Rio, Martin Dowle. had 
toured gay bars and clubs last 
July. Mr Dowle, in his first 
interview since the row 
began, told the Guardian yes- 
terday that It was all untrue 
and accused Mr Hague of 
using “innuendo, lies and 
smears" to try to destroy Mr 
Mandelson. 

Downing Street anxious to 
see the issue killed off, 
refused to comment yesterday 
and directed journalists to 
put their questions to Mr 

Hague- 

The Tory leader’s spokes- 
man dismissed the Govern- 
ment’s reaction as ‘'a ludi- 
crous over-reaction”. He 
Insisted that Mr Hague had 
only been making a joke; it 
should be seen as an attack on 
Tony Hair’s plans for the 
House of Lords. 

Asked about Rio, Mr 
Hague’s spokesman said the 
remark was not about the 
Punch allegations but had 
been meant to ridicule Mr 
Mandelson for going to Brazil 
at the taxpayers’ expense to 
promote a book of political 
writing by Mr Blair. 


Teachers 
get more 
class in 


shake-up 


David Brindte, Social 
S an rtcaa Corra a pond ont 

■VdEACEGRS, fibrari- 

I... ana and hank manag- 

I ■ ersareup, but cooks, 
I ahbp assistants «nd 
■ [ bricklayers are down 
in the most fundamental 
reclassification of British 
society for almnst90 years. 

About a fifth of the working 
population- will, be - shunted 
into a different-slot on the 
social spectrum as'a result of 
the official changes, an- 
nounced yesterday . by the 
Officrfor Natiq naLSt ajlfittcft. . 

ers andwomm. 

Social workers, archivists 
and environmental health of- 
ficers sire among those who 
may be surprised to find 
themselves ranked alongside 
Judges, architects and den- 
tists as ■ “higher 
professionals”. 

Plasterers, welders and 
hairdressers are among quali- 
fied tradespeople who may be 
equally, surprised to find 
themselves grouped in “semi- 
routine occupations" along 
with care assistants, security 
guards and bus conductors. 

One key factor In the 
changes is that no accou nt 
has been taken of relative 
earnings. Instead, occupa- 
tions have been sorted on the 
basis of form of remuneration 
—.ranging from secure, sala- 
ried employment to short- 
term piecework — and pro- 
motion opportunities and 
autonomy. Classification has 
also been expanded to create 
a distinct grouping for the 
bulk of self-employed people 


and small employers, as well 
as an optional category for 
those who have never had 
paid employment and the 
long-term unemployed. 

-The overhaul of the official 
social ratings has come about 
as a . consequence of the de- 
cline of manufact u rin g, the 
growth in employment of 
vyomen and the emergence of 
service industries such as call 
centres — ' a sector that now 
employs l.per emit of the 
working population.- 

The new system, which win 
come Into use In 2001 and w£Q 
be applied to that year's cen- 
sus, retains 'the- occupational 
jba^adop^I%i^IL This is . 
’■the foundation’ of the current 
six/ aasdfifiatlom of prafes- 
skaud, managerial and tech- 

; nfeal , ' ffilfiUeri ffiinnnal and 
non-manual), partly skilled 
and unskilled. 

Changes accepted by the 
Government are based on pro- 
posals by the Economic and 
Social Research Council, cre- 
ating seven social groups ar- 
ranged by present or former 
occupation, plus the - optional 
eighth for non-workers. 

AN ESRC review team con- 
cluded that “manual”, “non- 
manual” and all references to 
«kffl should be rejected in the 
context of modem Britain. A 
mam n'al / non -manual divide 

was “simply not a meaningful 
dis tinctio n given' the nature 
of work and occupations in 
late 20 th. century market 
economies”. 

David Rose, professor of 
sociology at Essex university 
and leader of the review, said 
yesterday that; unlike the sys- 
tem it is to replace, the new 
classification should not be 
seen as a hierarchy. 



Geoffrey Forster . . . It’s nice to be considered important and valuable’ 


Moving up: the librarian 


1. IBRARIAN Geoffrey t . 
Ljf'erster, who looks alter 
lSO.fOO books above Com- 
mercial Street in the centre . 
ofLeeds, is intrigued by hts 
profession’s climb to the 
heights of cat egory 1(b), 
mites Martin WabumighL 


“We are not faying to create 
a sort of layer-cake model of 
society — that’s for too sim- 
plistic. All you can really say 
about these classifications is 
that they are different from 
each other in terms of em- 
ployment relations. ” 

Applying the new system 
retrospectively, the propor- 
tion of the workforce in the 
“higher managerial and pro- 
fessional” group is shown to 
have risen from 9 per cent in 
1384 to 22 per cent last year. 
Among women workers, the 
equivalent rise was from 
4 per cent to 18 per cent 
Prof Rose said: “Women are 
now breaking through in 
quite large numbers Into the 
professional and manag erial 
class, but there is a long way 
to go before the glass ceiling 


.^You^ecradalhutwe 
went necessarily paydou 
. forit,”J»summa)riB«fc 
Modest salary scales Ada 
high graduate imempfoy- 
■ mentrate are a feature of 
the job. The rJurogtngjftple is 
a challenge eveh for affotmg 

• *r a • 

is smashed. "At the otbgrend 


headtibrarlansudhas Geof- 
frey,aged40/whosays:“I 
did IT at library school 20 
years ago, audit’s changed 
completely since then." 
Comp u ters sit alongside the 
handsomely bound books 
and spiral staircases. 


PHOTOGRAPH: JOHN FURLONG 


Flexible management 
makes for another of the 
Government's new “satis- 
faction criteria” — a degree 
of autonomy in the job. 

Geoffrey says: “It’s nice . 
to be considered important 
and valuable.” 


But a transcript of an inter- 
view by Mr Hague on Alnstilr 
Stewart's GMTV programme 
suggests otherwise. Mr Stew- 
art reminded Mr Hogue only 
last Sunday that he had ex- 
pressed distaste over gutter 
journalism and asked why he 
had made the "Lord Mandel- 
son of Rio" remark. 

Mr Hague replied: "Well. I 
was poking l\in. as 1 like to do, 
at the Government with all 
their pomposity and their In- 
ability to laugb nt them- 
selves." He added that the ref- 
erence to Rio had been 
because Mr Mandelson had 
been there recently: "1 pre- 
sume he has no need to be 
defensive about it.” 

Mr Stewart pushed him 
again: "It was only Punch 
magazine that made some al- 
legations about what may 
have gone on when Mr Man- 
delson was on an official busi- 
ness trip in Rio de Janeiro. 
None oT the national news- 
papers picked up on it Why 
stoke it up now 1 . 1 ” 

Mr Hague replied: "It's only 
for him to worry about. If 
there's nothing to worry 
about. I'm allowed to poke fun 
at the Government and I will 
carry on doing so.” 

But Labour claims that a 
Tory aide was overheard 
boasting that Mr Hague’s 
remark had been aimed at 
getting the issue into the po- 
litical arena. 

The Conservative MP for 
Buckingham, John Bercow. 
last week tabled a series of 
Commons questions to Mr 
Mandelson about the Rio trip, 
asking about expenses, his 
itinerary, people he had met, 
and what he had discussed 
with the British Council. 

Dominic Midgley, deputy 
editor of Punch, last night 
stood by the magazine's alle- 
gations. "It was brought to us 
by a very experienced jour- 
nalist and we are confident he 
has got it right" 

The magazine publishes its 
new issue tomorrow, which 
Mr Midgley said would look 
at the way Mr Mandelson had 
dealt with the story in recent 
weeks. 

Meanwhile. BBC news- 
reader -Ed Stourton, mindful 
of a corporation gag on men- 
tions of Mr Mandelson’s sexu- 
ality. yesterday tried to .stop 
the actor Nigel Hawthorne 
referring to him in an inter- 
view on The One O'clock 
News about Oscar Wilde. 


of the range, mcre tharCtwice 
as many; womeq fll pear cent 
of the female wfokforoe) now 
fell into .tiie. “ropfine occupa- 
tions” class as oo men^S per 
cent). - * .' : - 

“When people think ef the 
working, class, the traditional 
worker is the coal miner," 
said Prof Rose. “There are 
hardly any of those left: 

“What they should be 
th inking about Is the 
cleaner.” 

Asked what he considered 
to be the current balance of 
society. Prof Rose said: “If 
yon want to use these terms, 
which I think are terribly, 
terribly crude, you cdnld say 
that roughly half Is middle 
class and roughly half work- 
ing class.’’ - 

Moving down: 

the 

shop 

worker 

l/ATARZTNA moms’ job 
i\±n the Royal Armouries 











Katarzyaa morns behind the counter at the Royal Armouries 


fit the “senti-rontiiie” label 
given, by the Government’s 
new system to shop assis- 
tants, dropping thnm intn 

category 6 of the revised 
cl as sification, writes Martin 
WamwrighL 
Pay at £&£6 anhonr is 
modest, particularly for a 
graduate such as Katar- 
zyna, hours fluctuate ac- 
cording to customer flow, 
and promotion prospects - 
are limited— but after . 

nearly three years she still . 
enjoys the job. 

Katarzyna brought ttpjtn 
Poland, is still' discovering 
the mysteries ofBritish. 
social classification, but has 
oome to one conclusion. 

She says: “In Poland, X 

Bitiih , ywnr wlnwttlfln - 

would be one of the main 
reasons for your place in a. ■ 
system like this, rather 
than so much depending on 
PHOTOGflAm john furlong the job yon do.” 



Stop moaning and get out, hospital tolls healthy Pinochet 


continued from page 1 
house which will meet with 
ids exacting standards and 
the security requirements of 
police, -i 

The Chilean foreign minis- 
ter, Josfe Miguel Insulza. flew 
to Spain yesterday after a 
meetin g with, the Defence Sec- 
retary/ George Robertson, 
who insisted that- the decision 
. on . whether Gen • Pinochet 


should be extradited , was for 
the Home Secretary, Jack 
Straw, and “not a matter for 
collective \ : ministerial 
discussion"- 

Whitehall and .industry 
sources yesterday played 
down the threat to British 
weapons sales to Chile — now 
worth only about £1 million a 
year. British Aerospace said 
yesterday that there was no 


suggestion that its joint -ven- 
ture with Famae, a Chilean 
! Government-owned -company, : 
to develop the Rayo artillery ' 
rocket system; was ■ 
threatened. 

The general's supp o rte r s , 
.meanwhile, are revealing, 
more details of secret intelli- 
gence co-operation between 

Britain and Chile during the 
Falklands war, to step up 


pressure on the Government. 
- -Senator Evelyn Matthel, the 
daughter of Chile's air force 
rymrmawTpr during the FaJk- 
hmdfl war, revealed In. a letter 
to a Sunday newsp a per that 
Chilean radar and mwimrmt. 
cations intelligence had kept 
the British' flat in the soxdh 
Atlantic Informed of Argantin- 
ian ahuzaft' movements, via 
an RAP whig commander. 



The new Booie Tokens vouchers 


There's nothing Kke the pleasure of choosing a good book 
and Book Tokens are the only vouchers you can buy and 
exchange in virtually every bookshop in the country. You 
can give exactly the value you want, as Book Tokens 
start at £1 and go up to £20. And now you can choose 
ftom a range of free colourful presentation wallets with 
their own detachable bookmarks. 


TOKENS 



THE GIFT OF READING 
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Dan Glaister reports on how the literary market is 
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Prosaic business of putting price on 


.,3 C5 ' 



F OR sale: poets and 
their poems. As the 
fallont continues 
from last week’s de- 
cision by the 
Oxford University Press to 
close its poetry list and 
drop its 50 poets, the mar- 
ket Is responding quickly. 

Prices are cheap, it 
emerged yesterday. A job 
lot of the backlist of the 50 
poets was reportedly being 
tonted around For as little 
as £50,000. But as it became 
clear that few publishers 

would want to buy the 
rights to a poet’s already- 
published work without the 
right to publish new work, 
the backlist was split up. 

Now, many or the better Prom left, Craig Raine, D J Enright, Sean O’Brien and Peter Porter 
known poets have signed 

with publishers who have a Sean O’Brien have found j have other options, but that I If the work of certain 


Sis 


^ : -JWI 



track record in poetry, new homes. 


such as Bloodaxe, Faber & O’Brien, a past winner of body.* 


isn’t the case for every- authors is lost for several 


years, that will be to the 


Faber, and Picador. Craig the T S Eliot prize, was bit- He added: ‘"They’ve dis- disadvantage of readers 
Raine, D J Enright and ter. ‘Tm lucky in that I torted the historical record, and scholars.” 


Hie result of the closure, 
safd O’Brien, was an out- 
break of bidding. “It’s the 
ambulance-chasing ap- 
proach to publishing.” 


Other publishers are 
aghast. Matthew Evans, 
chair rpan of Faber, sug- 
gested the decision dented 
the OOP’s credibility. “How 
is it possible for the OUP to 
shoot itself in the head and 
both feet at the same time? 
For a company of the OOP's 
size and standing to take a 
decision like this is prepos- 
terous, and they've got the 
bad publicity they deserve. 
On paper the poetry section 
makes a loss but It takes up 
few resources and gives 
them great prestige.” 

A spokeswoman for the 
OUP thought it might be 
honouring contracts it had 
signed to publish some col- 
lections next year. 

Among projects thought 
to be forthcoming are a 
70th birthday tribute to 
Peter Porter, and Joy Shap- 
cock’s My Life Asleep, 
Sbapcock’s collection is al- 


! ready a strong contender 
j for the T S Eliot prize, to be 
i a nn on need in February, It 
' seems likely the collection 
could make the shortlist 
and attract publicity and 
extra sales without copies 
being available. 

The lack of attention to 
the poetry list, say some ob- 
i servers, justifies OUP’s de- 
rision. to offload it. “What’s 
the point of them having a 
poetry list and not doing it 
properly?” asked agent 
David Godwin. ‘The mon- 
ey’s so piddling I’m sure 
the OUP would be glad to 
have someone take it off 
their hands." 

OUP’s poetry list, admin- 
istered by a part-time edi- 
tor. had an annual turn- 
over of just £28,000. The 
company’s annual turnover 
Is £300 million. But the 
“piddling" nature of the 
money Involved makes a 


mockery of the OEJP’b 
reasons for closing the list. 

"There’s no point In 
doing It unless it's going to 
allow a reasonable divi- 
dend to go back to the origi- 
nal owners, who are the 
university." said the OUP’s 
Andrew Potter last week. 
The OUP might have done 
better to look at the perils 
involved In Its English-as-a- 
foreigu-language teaching 
texts, which Incurred sub- 
stantial losses as the 
“Aslan flu** hit Its key mar- . 
kata this year. 

But the talk of profits and 
economic restructuring Is 
of little consolation to the 
poets Involved. D J Enright 
said: "Tm too old for this. 
It’s so disheartening. It’s 
the worst side of the mod- 
ern world, this childish en- 
thusiasm for the bottom 
line, that everything must 
pay its way.” 




Stars fly 
in for 
British 
theatre 
awards 


Dan CUatater 
Arts Correspondent 

N ICOLE Kidman. Kevin 
Spacey, Ewan McGre- 
gor ... it was a normal 
day for British theatre yester- 
day as the cream of Holly- 
wood turned up at the Savoy 
Hotel in London to collect and 
give out the prizes at the 1998 
Evening Standard Theatre 
Awards. 

Kidman, who appeared for 
£250 per week In the Do nmar 
Warehouse's West End pro- 
duction of The Blue Room, 
flew in from New York to col- 
lect a special award in recog- 
nition of her performance, 
credited with revitalising the 
London theatre scene. The 
small-scale gamble paid off 
for Kidman, who received j 
rave reviews. The New York 
transfer win reportedly net 
her £12,000 per week. 

Spacey received the best ac- 1 
tor award for his performance 
in The Iceman Cometh, which 
transferred from the Almeida 
to the Old Vic. Currently film- 
ing in Ireland, he sent a 
recorded message of thanks. 

The same production 
scooped the best director 
award for Howard Davies, 
while the Almeida's adven- 
turous programming coupled 
with its policy of casting film 
stars such as Juliette Binoche 
and Liam Neeson, was recog- 
nised as artistic director Jon- 
athan Kent received the out- 
standing achievement award. 
The award was presented by 
McGregor, who is currently 
appearing in Little Malcolm 
And His Struggle Against The 
Eunuchs at the Hampstead 
Theatre. 

The best actress award 
went to Sinead Cusack for her 
performance in Our Lady Of 
Sligo. “ITs one of the greatest 
parts ever given to an actor." 
she said, “one of those parts 
that you would kill for.’’ 

Other awards included: 
best play, Michael Frayn for 
Copenhagen; most promising 
playwright, Marie Ravenhill 
for Handbag; best musical. 
Royal National Theatre's pro- 
duction of Oklahoma!; best 
designer, Richard Hoover for 
another NT production, Ten- 
nessee Williams’s Not About 
Nightingales. 
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Managers under stress 
‘new workplace bullies’ 


Setnnas Milne 
Labour Editor 


Marie hated Mondays 


O verworked and 
stressed managers 
are replacing bosses 
with personality de- 
fects as the main culprits in a 
spreading epidemic of work- 
place bullying, according to 
the man in charge of an em- 
ployer and union-sponsored 
study of the problem to be 
launched today. 

The first nationwide survey 
of as xrin/t, ~ undertaken by 
Manchester university and 
backed by the TOC and CBI, 
follows a string of recent 
research showing that bully- 
ing and abuse, at work is be- 
coming more widespread and 
costly. 

“There has always been a 
small number of psychopathic 
bullies.'' Cary Cooper of the 
Manchester School of Manage- 
ment at the univer si ty's Insti- 
tute of Science and Technology 
said yesterday. “These people 
were huflies in the playground 
and .went on to become bullies 
at work, hot what is new is the 
growing number of over- 
worked bullies, who suffer 
from stress, can’t cope, and so 
take their anger and frustra- 
tion out on the people they 
work with.” 

The TUC estimates that 5 
million people have been bul- 
lied at work — usually de- 


M ARIEL, who is In her 
30a, was bullied for 
most of her two and a half 
years as a regional account 
manager for a high street 
electronics retailer. “I ab- 
solutely dreaded Mondays. 
I couldn’t sleep. 1 used to 
sweat on Sunday nights.” 

Her sales manager, she 
remembers, undermined 
her authority constantly. 
"Whenever you 

approached her with a 
request, her Initial res- 
ponse was always ‘no*. 
When we’d go to meetings, 
she’d withhold information 
and come out with it at the 
meeting, making me look 
stupid. 

“She’d swear at me, call 
me an idiot, and shout 
across the room: ‘Get In my 
office now’. She even threw 
books at me out of temper. 
Sometimes she’d walk past 


fined as persistent intimida- 
tion, humiliation or devalu- 
ing of someone — and 40 per 
cent of calls to its “bad bosses 
hotline” last winter were 
from employees complaining 
about bullying supervisors or 
managers. 

A survey by the Institute of 
Personnel and Development 


and poke me in a private 
place. 

“If I complained, she’d 
say: ‘What, haven’t you got 
any sense of humour?* 

“She liked to befriend 
people and get their confi- 
dence — then suddenly turn 
on you. She knew she was 
bullying us. because when 
she felt she’d pushed things 
too far she’d turn on the 
charm and tell us we could 
take half days off.” 

Marie (which Is not her 
real name) now works for 
BT. She says her tormentor 
was a very insecure person 
with no life other than 
work. She did make a for- 
mal complaint, but al- 
though there were prom- 
ises of retraining — never 
discipline — nothing was 
ever done. “I blame the 
company more than her — 
she’s still in the Job today.” 


found that one in eight work- 
ers had been bullied in the 
last five years, usually by 
more senior staff, and that 
professional and managerial 
workers are as likely to be 
targeted as juniors. 

In a 1997 survey of trade 
union representatives by the 
public service union Unison. 


two thirds said they had wit- 
nessed or experienced bully- 
ing at work and three quar- 
ters of those said it had 
affected their physical or 
mental health through stress 
or depression. 

The IPD says workplace 
bullying typically consists of 
unfair and excessive criti- 
cism, public insults, repeat- 
edly changing or setting unre- 
alistic work targets, 
undervaluing of work efforts, 
shouting and abusive behav- 
iour. Physical intimidation 
was less common. 

Professor Cooper’s research, 
frtnded by the business-backed 
British Occupational Health 
Research Foundation. is aimed 
at identifying the scale of 
workplace bullying and the 
management styles that cause 
it, as well as assessing costs in 
terms of sickness, absentee- 
ism, poor performance and 
reduced productivity. 

His earlier work suggested 
that bullying accounted for 
between a third and a half of 
all stress-related sickness ab- 
sence. and cost about £1.3 
billion a year. 

Prof Cooper said yesterday 
he believed the increase In 
workplace bullying was di- 
rectly linked to the “downs iz- 
! ing" and job insecurity 
associated with the labour 
market of the 1990s. “Manag- 
ers are giving vent to their 
frustrations." he said. 


Gunman’s killing of jeweller £1 0,000 reward offered - but not 
is linked to London gangland a whisker to be seen of Jeremy 


Nicole Kid m an, with Ewan McGregor, at the Savoy yesterday to receive her special 
award for her performance in The Blue Room at Donmar Warehouse photograph: neil munns 


Duncan Campbell 
Grime Correspondent 

A JEWELLER shot dead on 
Friday is believed to be 
the latest victim of London’s 
gangland battles. 

Saul Soloman “Solly” 
Nahome. aged 48, is said to 
have been the financial 
adviser of London’s leading 
crime family. He was 
approached by a gunman as 
he returned home to Finchley 
in outer London from his 
work in Hatton Garden in 
central London on Friday eve- 
ning. He tried to run when he 
realised what was happening, 
but was shot repeatedly and 
died at the scene. 

Mr Nahome, who was mar- 
ried and had one ehiid , |$ 
understood to have given 
financial advice to the 
Adamses, London's best- 
known crime family, based In 
Islington in inner London. 


Mr Nahome was known to 
police, but last night detec- 
tives said they had an open 
mind on motives for the kill- 
ing, and would not comment 
on suggestions he was shot by 
rivals of the family or that 
police anticipated counter- 
strikes. 

■There is no evidence to 
link this to any other mur- 
ders.” said a Metropolitan 
police spokeswoman. “It Is | 
too early to speculate." i 

Police want to talk to two 
men. One, described as black, 
was seen in the street where i 
Mr Nahome was shot shortly 
before. The other, also black, 
was seen on a J reg black mo- 
torcycle with an orange 
stripe. 

Tommy Adams was jailed 
this year for seven and a half 
years for a £2 million canna- 
bis smuggling conspiracy. He 
was ordered to surrender a 
ftnther £1 million or serve a 
another five years. 


A REWARD of £10,000 of- 
/"Vftered by a Cheshire couple 
for the safe return of their cat 
has failed to unearth the pet, 
it emerged last night, writes 
Jamie Wilson. 

Jeremy, a three-year-old 
Abyssinian, disappeared from 
his home in the village of Bos- 
tock Green, Cheshire, two 
weeks ago. David and Linda 
Horobin treated the animal 
“like a member of the 
fondly*’. 

Mr Horobin, aged 48, has 
stuck more than 40 posters 
around the village and on one 
occasion walked nine miles 
along a canal shouting down 
rabbit holes. 

Yesterday Jeremy's 
scratching pole, toys and four 
bowls of his' favourite, food 
were waiting on the other 
side of the cat-flap he last 
used on November 16. 

Mr Horobin believes the i 
large brown cat, with a black ; 
stripe and tufts on his ears, , 


may have been frightened by 
something and run away 
across the fields. 

The couple originally of- 
fered a reward of £1,000 but 
since it failed to produce any 
Information they have upped 
the sum to £10,000. 

But while the couple's 
phone has been ringing con- 
stantly with claims of sight- 
ings, the cat itself has yet to 
materialise. 

Mrs Horobin said yester- 
day: “It is an awful lot of 
money but to us Jeremy Is 
very special; he is like a little 
pal to us. If it means spending 
that sort of money to get Jer- 
emy back then that is the all 
important Issue to us. We are 
not really bothered about 
what other people might 

think. 

"He’s just a very precious 
little person to us. He is part 
of our lives. Unless you are an 
animal lover you would not 
understand." 
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stone dead 


Maev Kennedy 

I T WAS the chain smoker’s 
last hurrah: the actor, the 
artist and the dead man in 
his sarcophagus were all puff- 
ing away like Mount Etna. 

A bronze and granite me- 
morial statue of Oscar Wilde, 
who said the only thing worse 
than being talked about was 


not being talked about, was 
unveiled yesterday in 
London. 

The unsolemn ceremony 
was performed by his grand- , 
son 'Merlin Holland, great 
grandson' Lucian Holland and 
the cigarette brandishing ac- 
tor Stephen. Fry in a crush of 
politicians, artists, lords, 
dames, biographers, actors ] 
and sponsors. 


The statue by ardent 
smoker Maggi Hamblin g is 
called A Conversation with 
Oscar Wilde. It shows the 
writer and wit popping up out 
of his coffin, cigarette in 
hand. The silver letters at his 
toes read: “We are all in the 
gutter, but some of us are 
looking at the stars". 

Actually, he is in Adelaide 
Street looking diagonally 


across the Strand at Charing 
Cross station. The public can 
sit on his coffin and try to at- 
tract his attention. “Of course 
he'd like it" Ms Hambling 
said. “He's still talking a lot 
and smoking a lot; he’d have 
loved it." 

Chris Smith, Culture Secre- 
: tary, looked at smoke fogging 
the street and accused the 
sculptor of “a last fling 


against the Government’s pol- 
icy on smoking”. 

He welcomed it as a fitting 
memorial “to a man, who 
wrote like an angel and 
coined aphorisms which have 
not only lasted but are funny 
too." 

Actors Judi Dench and Ni- ' 
gel Hawthorne then read a 
stream of aphorisms from A 
Woman of No Importance, 


including: 

“One can survive anything 
n ow except death, and live 
down anything except a good 
reputation." 

Most of the £175.000 cost 
was collected by public sub- 
scription, including a large 
donation from Mr Fry, star of 
the film Wilde. 

L e a de r comment, page 0 . 


Dounreay shutdown and clean-up will cost £4.5bn 


Gerard Seenan 


T HE cost of dismantling 
and cleaning up the 
Dounreay nuclear 
plant will be £4L5 billion, 
about £90 for every person 
in Britain, it was admitted 
last night 

About 70 scientists and 
engineers will have to be 
recruited to implement 
plans to complete the oper- 


ation following a scathing 
Health and Safety Execu- 
tive report. But it will be 
done in half the time that 
had been suggested. 

Responding to the 143 
safety concerns raised by 
safety inspectors in 
September, John 

McKeown, chief executive 
of the UK Atomic Energy 
Authority, said the time 
scale of the decommission- 
ing had been shortened to 


reduce hazards to the 
workforce. 

A series of blunders and 
mishaps at the Caithness 
plant this year prompted 
the Nuclear Installations 
Inspectorate to carry out 
an audit. 

The Inspectors were 
highly critical of the 
amount of high-level deci- 
sion malting that had been 
taken by private contrac- 
tors. Roy Nelson, director 


of Dounreay, said yester- 
day he accepted that too 
many senior scientists and 
engineers had been allowed 
to take early retirement 
deals, which had led to an 
increased use of the private 
sector and a shortage of 
management skills in some 
Dounreay plants. This had 
“led to the acceptance of 
poorer standards of plant 
condition than should have 
been the case”. 


Yesterday Dounreay 
managers made public 
their detailed response to 
the safety concerns raised 
in -the report, which are ex- 
pected to cost about £30 
million to put right over 
the next three years. “We 
recognise that we must get 
better and we most im- 
prove our perfor m ance. ” 
Dr McKeown said. 

Scottish . Secretary Don- 
ald Dewar welcomed the 


UKAEA’s safety plan for 
Dounreay. “This is an en- 
coraiging first step in what 
mil be a long journey to the 
standards expected of a 
modern nuclear licensee.” 

Lorraine Mann, of Scot- 
land Against Nuclear 
Jumping, yesterday said: 

I welcome this report as a 
step forward, but I 
am concerned that repro- 
cessing operations could 
restart at Dounreay." 


fan nabs another 


A POLICE constable knew 
he had found his stolen 
stereo when he heard his 
favourite Tom Jones CD 
played by a man trying to sell 
him the stereo, a court was 
told yesterday. 

PC Mark Ranger had 
answered a local newspaper 
advert offering a stereo for 
sale a matter of days after his 
was taken during a break-in 
at his home in Har borne in 
Birmingham in May. 

Warren Westmoreland, 
aged 23, Invited the West Mid- 
lands constable to come 
round to his home at Edgbas- 
ton In Birmingham and hear 
the stereo. He played the offi- 
cer one of his stolen collection 
of Tom Jones CDs. PC Ranger 
told reporters after the raid: 
"That was the clincher. No- : 
one else listens to Tom 
Jones." 

At Stafford crown court 
Westmoreland admitted three 
charges of burglary and asked 
for 4i others to be taken into 


consideration, and was yes- 
terday jailed for five years. 

Steven Redmond, prosecut- 
ing. told the court that West- 
moreland had raided dozens 
of homes to fund an addiction 
to hard drugs. 

Mr Redmond said: “West- 
moreland advertised the 
stereo for sale in a local news- 
paper and Mr Ranger hap- 
pened to see it, rang the can- 
tact number and went with 
police to the address." 

The court heard PC Ranger 
identified the stereo and 
Westmoreland was arrested. 

His co-defendant, Raymond 
Philips, a 58-year-old gam- 
bling addict from Winson 
Green In Birmingham, 
pleaded guilty to two charges 
of burglary, including PC 
Ranger's. 

He was Jailed for two years. 

After the raid PC Ranger 
said: “When he played my 
Tom Jones CD that was the 
clincher. No-one else listens 
to Tom Jones.*’ 
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Social attitudes in Britain and Europe 


Women 
still left 
to wash 
and iron 


Alan Travts 
Home Affair* Editor 


T HE British are 
among the most lib- 
eral in Europe when 
it comes to sexual 
equality but It is stm 
the woman who does the 
washing and ironing, accord- 
ing to a survey published 
today. 

But while the widespread 
existence of the New Man, at 
least on the home front, is 
just a myth, it Is no longer 
safe to assume that when a 
girl reaches adulthood she 
will be. first and foremost, a 
wife and mother. 

For the British and Euro- 
pean Social Attitudes Survey 
today confirms that only one 
in four people in Britain still 
cleave to the traditional view 
that it is “a man's job to earn 
money and a woman's job to 
look after the home and 
family”. 

It also shows that there is 
widespread support for the 
idea that a working mother 
can have just as w ar m and se- 
cure a relationship with her 
children as a mother who 
does not work. Indeed, so per 
cent of people in Britain be- 
lieve that family life does not 
suffer when the wo man has a 
full time job. 

The poll shows that bring- 
ing up children is highly val- 
ued in Britain, with 75 per 
cent saying it is one of life's 
greatest joys and they do not 
believe ii interferes too much 
with the freedom of parents. 
At the same time only about 
one in 20 agree that people 
who have never had children 
lead “empty lives”. 

The survey shows that pub- 
lic acceptance of couples liv- 
ing together outside marriage 
is now almost universal in 
some -European countries — 
well over 80 per cent in 
Sweden and the Netherlands. 
Opinion towards cohabiting 
couples Is a little more resis- 
tant in Britain, with a 64 per 
cent rate, and in Ireland, only 
50 per cent 

The meaning attached to 
marriage has also changed 
over the last 10 years with 70 
per cent of the British believ- 
ing in 1988 that people who 
wanted children should get 
married first Now, only 57 


per cent take that view — a 
fall of 13 per cent 

But while more women are 
going out to work a n d atti- 
tudes to some aspects of fam- 
ily life are on the move, what 
happens in the home has been 
milch slower to change. . 

In the great majority of 
households across the Euro- 
pean Union most domestic 
chores, such as the washing 
and Ironing, and caring for 
the sick, are still very much 
women's work. Men do firman 
repairs around the house. 

. This is toe case in nearly 
eight out of 10 British homes, 
and in nearly ntnp out of 10 
German »nri Dutch house- 
holds. This is so consistent 
across Europe that some 
might assume there was a 
“whiter than white" female 
gene, the authors say. 

The only variation to this 
pattern came in households 
where the women are earning 
more than their male part- 
ners. But even in 63 per cent 
of these households in Britain 
women usually do the laun- 
dry compared with 83 per 
cent where the man is the 
main bread winner . 

“Social commentators who 
argue that traditional roles 
have been overturned and we 
live in an age of individual- 
ism with both men and 
women putting career inter- 
ests first, should look closely 
at these indicators of public 
opinion," the authors say. 

‘The British public Are 
among the more liberal in 
their views an gender roles, 
hut they can hardly be said to 
have abandoned traditional 
views. Although the trend is 
clearly one of increasing sup- 
port for less traditional roles 
over time, the change in atti- 
tudes is really quite slow.” 

. They say. one explanation 
for this is the' generation gap 
in Britain which is much 
wider than in other European 
countries. Tbe older genera- 
tion in Britain holds the most 
traditional views in Europe 
on women and the femfly 
while the younger generation 
is amongst the most egalitar- 
ian. "It is dear age matters on 
many of these attitudes." 


British — and European — 
Social Attitudes; how Britain 
differs, Ashgate Publishing, 
£25.00 



Young people ‘are 
careless about Aids 1 


Sarah Bosefoy 
Health Correspondent 


Y OUNG people have be- 
come careless of the risk 
of Aids and prefer to for- 
get about a condom when hav- 
ing sex, a report out todayfor 
World Aids Day says. 

Teenagers told the Brook 
Advisory Centres in a study 
that condoms were a nui- 
sance to be avoided. Most had 
never or rarely used them. 
Even then, they did not have 
HIV in min d but the risks of 
pregnancy. 

A separate survey by the 
Health Education Authority 
found that one in six young- 
sters was dangerously ill in- 
formed, believing that the 
new drugs that keep the virus 
in check mean it Ls no longer 
transmissible. 

The finding s were released 
as Tessa Jowell, Minister for 
Public Health, appealed to 


pregnant women to have HIV 
tests before giving birth- The 
way a baby with an HIV posi- 
tive mother is delivered and 
whether she breastfeeds can 
influence the 1 child's chances 
of infectum. 

"Having the courage to opt 
for an HIV test is an Impor- 
tant first step in preventing 
babies being bom with HIV," 
Ms Jowell said. Only 30 per 
cent of women who are HIV 
positive know they' are 
infected. 

The Brook survey looked , at 
tbe attitudes towards safe sex 
of small groups of teenagers. 
It found that boys were partic- 
ularly promiscuous and will- 
ing to take risks with HIV in 
the belief that' nothing would 
happen to them. A group of 17 
and 18 -year-old boys stated 
they wanted “as much sex as 
possible” but would only 
think of using condoms if the 
gixi was not on the contracep- 
tive pin. They appeared to 


think that most girls were on 
the pill, which was another 
misapprehension. 

Only 25 per cent of 16 and 
17-year-old girls and 37 per 
cent of 18 and 19-year-olds are 
on the pilL 

Girls aged 17 and 18, in 
long-term relationships, were 
just as unconcerned about 
Aids. Most were on the pfD 
before they met their boy- 
friends and did not use a con- 
dom for HIV protection when 
the sexual relationship began. 
They knew of the dangers of 
HIV, they said, but did not 
even consider them when de- 
ciding what form of contra- 
ception to use. 

The HR A found that 16 per 
cent of 200 people aged 16 to 24 
thought that the new drugs 
which have dramatically cut 
the death toll from Aids in the 
UK also prevented the virus 
from being passed on. A fur- 
ther 13 per- cent did not know 
whether they did. 


Jan In* QHwon 
Media Correspondent 


T HE BBC will launch its 
biggest health campaign 
in January, to work off 
tbe nation's Christmas 
excesses. 

Fighting Fat, Fighting Fit 
will run through the month 
on BBC1, BBC2 and BBC 
radio networks as celebrities 
and members of the public 
lose weight together . 

According to BBC research, 
more than one in two Britons 
is overweight, and obesity 
among children has doubled 
in 10 years. As well as docu- 
mentaries looking at diet, fit- 
ness and body image, the BBC 
lias roped In stare from Radio 
2, including Terry Woganand 
Michael Parkinson, to fight 
the flab. - 

Peter Salmon, controller of 
BBC1, said yesterday: “It's 
about saying 'Christinas is 


over, now put down the choc- 
olates'." Unveiling BBCl’s 
£125 million winter 1999 
schedule, he emphasised the 
need for contemporary drama 
chi the channel, with 70 hoars 
of new material. A dutch of 
new pre-watershed series 
with familiar feces are the 
result of a year’s development 
of returnable drama series for 
tbe BBC. The corporation has 
long envied the consistent 
success of ITV shows such as 
Heartbeat and London's 
Burning. Three of the new 
series, Sunburn, Holby City 
and Harbour Lights, are vehi- 
cles for former soap stars and 
aim to attract the soaps' 
audience. 

Sunburn has Michelle Col- 
lins (EastEnders' Cindy 
Beale) as a holiday rep. Holby 
City features Michael French 
(EastEnders' David Wicks) 
and Coronation Street’s An- 
gela Griffiths, and Harbour 
Lights was written for Nick 


Medical 

colleges 

‘cosy 

clubs’ 


Health Correspondent 


Wogan and BBC get set 
to work off Christmas flab 


Berry, who was discovered by 
EastEnders. Mai Young, BBC 
bead of drama series, and a 
former Brookside producer, 
said: “Soap stars are versa- 
tile, hard working and can 
act, and there’s a high recog- 
nition factor. I tend to look at 
the soaps for actors, because 
it’s the best breeding ground 
for talent" 

Mr Young is working on de- 
veloping post-watershed 
drama series to fit into the 
9.30pm and 10 . 00pm slots next 
autumn. He said the shows 
were crucial "to compete with 
whatever ITV puts In to 
replace News at Ten and give 
viewers a real choice”. 

Tbe BBC has signed con- 
tracts with Warren Clarke of 
the Dalziel and Fascoe detec- 
tive series, and Pauline 
Quirke and Linda Robson of | 
the Birds of a Feather comedy 
show, to keep them on BBCl 
and develop drama series for 
them, he said. 


T HE medical royal 
colleges are “tooth- 
less tigers” — cosy 
dubs discreetly pro- 
moting the interests 
erf 1 doctors while claiming to 
protect the public against bad 
and incompetent practice, 
says the president of one of 
them today in a devastating 
indictment of the vested inter- 
ests in the ancient 
institutions. 

While there have been some 
criticisms of the colleges in 
recent months, this gloves-off 
attack on their faning s is 
remarkable because it comes 
from within, in an editorial 
by the president of the Royal 
College of Psychiatrists, Rob- 
ert Kendell, in the monthly 
Psychiatric Bulletin. 

In a series of medical scan- 
dals over the past five or six 
years, incompetent doctors 
have been exposed to the 
glare of publicity, ending In 
the “awful saga" or the unnec- 
essary deaths of babies at the 
hands of the 
Bristol chil- 
dren’s heart 
surgeons, says 
Dr Kendell. 

Often other 
people in the 
medical profes- 
sion could have 
stopped trage- 
dies happening. 

“Although that 
incompetence 
was often well 
known to, or at 
least strongly 
suspected by, 
close col- 
leagues. noth- 
ing was done 
until tile harsh 
glare of public- 
ity made inter- 
vention un- 
avoidable," he 
writes. 

The scandals 
have not 
merely shaken the confidence 
of the public in the medical 
profession and its self-regulat- 
ing disciplinary body, the 
General Medical Council, it 
has also, he says, “exposed 
the limitations of those self 
proclaimed guardians of high 
i-Hnirai standards, tbe medi- 
cal royal colleges”. 

Until recently, he says, “the 
position of the colleges was 
unassailable” however much 
their power and influence 
was resented, but no longer. It 
has become dear that passing 
the college’s rigorous exam 
for membership, which 
brings specialist status after 
long postgraduate training at 
the age of. say. 32. does not 
guarantee the doctor will 
remain competent for the 
next 32 years. 

He accuses the colleges of 
lacking “the power and per- 
haps the stomach to disci- 
pline those senior members of 
their fraternity who are no 
longer functioning 

competently”. 

The colleges call them- 
selves the guardians of high 
standards. But once a doctor 
Is a member or a fellow of the 
college, all the college can do 
to try to keep standards high 
is issue guidelines that doc- 
tors do not have to stick to. In 
practice. Dr Kendell says, the 
college's power is “restricted 
to exhortation”. 

None of the great scandals 
has as yet Involved psychia- 
try, he says, perhaps because 
it is not easy to detect incom- 
petence in psychiatric prac- 
tice, unlike in surgery. 

But the inability of bis own 
royal college to enforce high 
standards in psychiatry has 
been brought to light by poor 
standards in electroconvul- 
sive therapy, he says. 


EOT — electric shock treat- 
ment which alters chemical 
messages in the brain — Is 
highly controversial, he ac- 
knowledges, but the college 
believes it can help alleviate 
severe depression. Its at- 
tempts to persuade the public 
of tbe appropriateness of ECT 
in some cases is not helped, 
he says, by the bad practice 
that surveys by the college 
have detected. 

In the past 20 years the col- 
lege has conducted three au- 
dits “and each of these has 
revealed serious deficiencies 
in the supervision of ECT 
clinics, in the training of 
Junior doctors who usually 
administer the treatment and 
in the equipment used". Even 
the latest two years ago. 
found that only one third of 
ECT clinics matched up to the 
standards set in college 
guidelines. 

“Neither consultants nor 
their employers need pay any 
attention to the colleges' 
statements about clinical 
standards or minimum staff- 
ing levels IT they do not wish 
to,” he writes. “Even the ulti- 


‘In the past the 
colleges have been 
able to have it both 
ways: to pose as the 
guardians of clinical 
standards, and to be 
clubs which promote 
the interests of their 
members. This will no 
longer be possible’ 


mate and rarely used sanc- 
tion of expulsion from mem- 
bership or fellowship is little 
more than a symbolic 
gesture." 

Tbe future of the Royal Col- 
leges lies down one of two 
roads, he says. One is to 
retreat into postgraduate 
training and abandon all pre- 
tence cef guarding standards, 
in which case their power and 
influence would rapidly 
wane. 

“They are already widely 
regarded, even by some of 
their own members and fel- 
lows, as rather pompous, self- 
satisfied and inordinately 
wealthy organisations with 
arcane rituals, fancy gowns 
and a surfeit of elaborate din- 
ners and ponderous speeches. 
This unattractive image 
would loom ever larger in the 
public consciousness with 
every new revelation of con- 
sultant Incompetence.” 

The alternative is to nail 
their colours to tbe mast and 
commit themselves to uphold- 
ing standards by forging an 
alliance either with the GMC 
or with the NHS employers. 
That would mean breaking 
with the past and being will- 
ing to criticise their own 
members and fellows. 

“In the past the colleges 
have been able to have it both 
ways: to pose as and to regard 
themselves as the guardians 
of clinical standards, and si- 
multaneously to be cosy clubs 
which discreetly promote the 
interests of their own mem- 
bers and fellows. 

'This is.no longer going to 
be possible. The colleges have 
to decide, explicitly and pub- 
licly, whether when a conflict 
arises they exist to further 
the interests of patients or the 
interests of doctors.” 


Pa ra,. timir*!** KM* unndTife «onw may be recouped. 
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6 WORLD NEWS 


Paris and 
Bonn seek 
to bind their 
fraying ties 


Guardian Tuesday December 1 1898 


Ian Traynor in Berlin 


A FTER a week of con- 
troversy and confu- 
sion about the new 
German govern- 
ment’s European policies. 
President Jacques Chirac of 
France went to Potsdam last 
night for the first Franco-Ger- 
man summit with Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroder. 

The crucial talks, continu- 
ing today, are intended to 
forge a common position be- 
fore this month's European 
Onion summit In Vienna. 
They are aimed at defining 
Mr Schroder's agenda for 
Europe in the first half of 
next year and re-energising 
the Franco-German relation- 
ship, which has long been the 
motor of European integra- 
tion but has flagged badly In 
the past three years. 

Mr Schroder has been try- 
ing to open up the Franco- 
German marriage to include 
Britain in a menage & rrois. 
Tony Blair has also tried to 
Increase the network of con- 
tacts with the German 
government. { 

But Franco-German plans 
to “harmonise" taxes on busi- 1 
□ess throughout the EU after . 
single currency is launched 
□ext month have triggered 
the worst Euro-row between 
Britain and the Continent 
since Mr Blair entered Down- 
ing Street last year. 

Gunther Verbeugen, Ger- 
many's deputy foreign minis- 
ter, said yesterday that Bonn 


and Paris were as yet unable 
to agree on reform of the EU 
budget and far min g subsidies, 
confirming that deep-seated 
differences remain. 

Over mushroom soup, 
perch and venison last night 
at the Babels berg film studios 

outside Berlin, the two sides 
tried to hammer out a deal 
that would cut Germany’s net 
contributions to the EU bud- 
get and reform EU spending 
on agriculture. 

Such changes are generally 
seen as essential before the 
EU expands into eastern 
Europe. But the two key EU 
powers struggled to reach . 
agreement The victims of a ' 
stalemate will be the post- ! 
communist countries of east- 
ern Europe, whose EU acces- 
sion prospects will be 
delayed. 

Both sides fielded up to 12 
cabinet ministers in the talks, 
indicating the range of the ne- 
gotiations. In all. about 400 
officials are at the s ummi t 

The main talks will be held 
this morning in Potsdam. 
Prussia's Versailles, where 
Voltaire philosophised with 
Frederick the Great. But they 
will not be In any or the 18th- 
century palaces, but in a 
gleaming new h ankin g acad- 
emy, around an oval walnut 
table which Bonn bought 
from the Greek government 
for £80,000. 

The Greeks had the large 
table built at a cost of £200,000 
for a 1994 EU summit and 
then did not know what to do 
with it. 






President Jacques Chirac (left) and Chancellor Gerhard Schroder inaugurate the Franco-German summit yesterday in Potsdam, near Berlin 
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Germany takes over the EU in March. Most observers see 
presidency on January 1, the that as over-ambitious. 


day the euro is launched, and 
Mr Schrader’s central project 


EU expansion, defence co-op- Germany has been closer to 
e rati on, nuclear testing, Mr Blair's Britain than to 


France. Mr SchrOder still is. 


is reform of the EU budget lence of their relationship, it 
and reducing Bonn's £8 bo.- has been disfigured by ugly 


lion net transfer to Brussels, rows throughout the Chirac 
He says he wants tbe entire presidency on the entire 


reform package agreed in gamut of major issues — em- 
time for a special EU summit ployment policy, the budget. 


While France and Germany Iraq and the Balkans — France. Mr Schroder still is. 
routinely invoke the excel- crowned by a colossal quarrel But his powerful and acutely 
lence of their relationship, it between Mr Chirac and Chan- francophile finance minister, 
has been disfigured by ugly cellor Helmut Kohl over the the Social Democrats’ leader 
rows throughout the Chirac single European currency Oskar Lafontaine, and the for- 
presidency on the entire and the leadership of the eign minister and Greens 
gamut of major issues — em- European central bank: leader Joschka Fischer, are 

ployment policy, the budget. On many of the big issues, keen to make a fresh start in 


leader Joschka Fischer, are 
keen to make a fresh start in 


cementing ties with the 
French Socialist government 
of Lionel Jospin. 

The main argument against 
those who say Britain could 
supplant France as Ger- 
many's closest partner is that 
Britain remains outside the 
euro-zona 

Helmut Schmidt the last 


Social Democratic chancellor 
and post-war Germany's most 
anglophile leader, wrote 
recently: "Close co-operation 
with our historic partner 
France is In our vital interest. 
Only Paris and Berlin 
together can lead the EU as 
long as Britain declines the 
euro." 





SPD ‘traitor’ turns troubleshooting reformer for Schroder 


Ian Traynor reports on the key strategist who 
is being called Germany’s Peter Mandelson 


B ODO HOMBACH’S 
office In the Ger- 
man chancellery ex- 
udes the sweet smell 
of joss-sticks and cigars. 
The joss-sticks bum late at 
night to dispel the musty 
odour left by the 16-year 
tenancy of Helmut Kohl 
and his team. 

Mr Hombach, 6ft 4in and 
46 years old. is the biggest 
Blairite in Bonn, the key 
strategist in Gerhard 


Schroder’s mission to mod- 
ernise Germany, and a poli- 
tician whose pivotal position 
has brought comparison 
with Peter Mandelson. 

Now the chancellor has 
installed him as hiS main 
troubleshooter: minister 
without portfolio and head 
of the chancellery. 

The penchant for fat cl- ] 
gars is not the only habit 
Mr Hombach shares with 
Mr Schrader. 


“I’m an old party activist, 
in the system since the age 
of 16," he says disarmingly. 
Tm not an interloper and 
I’m not a Social Democratic 
dissident.” 

Party loyalists beg to dif- 
fer. With his calls for root- 
and-branch re f or m of the 
Social Democrats, the coun- 
try’s oldest and biggest po- 
litical party, Ms espousal of 
the “New Centre’’ and 
“radical pragmatism” and 


Ms advocacy of a new form 
of politics “beyond left and 
right”, Mr Hombach is seen 
by the left of Ms party as a 
fiendishly clever traitor. 

“The problem is those 
people who don’t realise 
that the old categories and 
schemes of right and left 
I are no longer valid,” Mr 
Hombach says. “We have to 
have a reform debate now 
and it has to continue into 
the medium and long term.” 

Cunning and iconoclas- 
tic, Mr Hombach is a life- 
long Social Democrat 
whose political Idol and 
model is a Christian Demo- 
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| crat Ludwig Erhard, the 
father of Germany’s post- 
war economic miracle . 

In a book seen as a mani- 
festo for the Schroder pro- 
ject, he argues for tax and 
spending cuts and radical 
welfare and pensions 
reform, looking to the Neth- 
erlands and Britain, rather 
than France, for models. 

Germany, he contends, 
has been characterised by 
malice, envy and negative 
competition. His aim is to 
marry the twin philoso- 
phies of social democracy 
and liberalism in a freer, 
more open society. 

‘‘We have a society in 
which no group is strong 
enough to impose its will 
on others, but every group 
is strong enough to oppose. 
Every group is able to mus- 
ter enough blocking power 
to keep the others from 
moving.” 

This recipe for national 
paralysis, which character- 
ised the final Kohl years, 
has to be scrapped. “Our 
big task is to develop a new 
political idea for this prag- 
matic approach to reality,” 
he says. “If there is an im- 
pression that we're merely 
tec hni cia n s of power, not 
backed up by any political 
philosophy, then this politi- 
cal initiative is condemned 
to failure.” 

In tandem with Mr Man- 
delson, he has been prut in 
charge of a new Anglo-Ger- 
man committee on the 
Third Way, Mr SchrOder 
has also given bjm the sen- 
sitive task of producing a 
deal between German in- 
dustry and claimants seek- 
ing compensation for their 


time as slave labourers dur- 
ing the second world war. 

Poaching Mr Hombach 
was one of the chancellor’s 
first moves. He was ap- 
pointed economics minister 
of his native North-Rhine 
Westfaila, Germany’s most 
populous state and former 
economic powerhouse, only 
in June. 

His campaigning skills 
are legendary. Even politi- 
cal opponents speak of his 
“stupendous successes’.’ as 
an electoral strategist. 

Since his early twenties, 
he Has been orche st rati n g 
election campaigns, helping 
Johannes Haw, the next fed- 
eral president, to three ab- 
solute majorities as premier 
of North-RMne Westfaila. 

He helped Mr SchrOder 
secure a handsome win in 
Lower Saxony in March be- 
fore advising Mm on the 
national campaign. 

Undoubtedly one of the 
brightest brains in. the 
SchrOder cabinet, he ap- 
pears to be playing a long 
game. He dismisses all talk 
of a conflict with the pow- 
erful leftwing party leader 
an/i finance minister. Os- 
kar Lafontaine, who has 
made all the running hr tbe 
first weeks of the new gov- 
ernment, and been roundly 
criticised for his neo- 
Keynesian policies. 

“Lafontaine and I, we’re 
not looking for contradic- 
tions but for common con- 
cepts,” he says. 

But the division between 
Mr Lafontaine on the left 
and Mr Hombach on tbe 
right defines the ground 
of conflict in the new 
government. 
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Bodo Hombach: Tn our society no group is strong enough 
to impose its will, but every group can oppose’ 
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WORLD NEWS 7 

Islamic leader’s claim of support angers military 

Turkish generals 
warn politicians 


Chris Morris In Ankara 


T URKEY’S military 
high command 

warned the country’s 
squabbling politicians 
yesterday not to rake state- 
ments which could draw the 
armed forces into politics. 

Turkey is looking for a new 
government, after the minor- 
ity coalition collapsed last 
week under the weight of cor- 
ruption allegations. 

A brief statement Issued by 
the general staff said politi- 
cians most act with great care 
during the negotiations to 
form a new government and 
’’avoid saying anything 
which could get the armed 
forces involved in politics**. 

Although it launched three 
coups between i960 and I960, 
the military now prefers to 
wort: behind the scenes. On 
the rare occasions that it 
makes public pronounce- : 
ments people take notice. 

This one may have warned 
people not to speculate on a po- 
litical role for the armed ; 
forces; but it is also a reminder | 
of the real source of much of 
Turkey’s political power. 

It implied that the military 
does not favour any particu- 
lar political party, an appar- 
ent reference to comments at- 
tributed to the leader of the 
Islamist Virtue Party, Recai 
Kutan. who suggested that 
the military would not stand 
in the way of a government 
formed by his party. 
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Zainur Zakaria. defence lawyer for Malaysia’s sacked deputy prime minister Anwar Ibrahim, waves at the high court in Koala Lumpur yesterday. He 
was sentenced to three years’ jail for contempt of court in a case that has raised grave concern about the rule of Law photograph: zmnal abdhaum 

Anwar lawyer faces jail 


Virtue is ihe largest party in 
parliament and. according to 
convention, Mr Kutan should 
be given the first chance to 
take the reins of power. 

It is common knowledge, 
however, that the military 
high command distrusts the 
Islamist movement. It takes 
extremely seriously its role as 
the guardian of Turkey's 
strict secular system. 

The problem facing the mil- 
itary is that Virtue could do 
well if an election is held nest 
year. Most political parties 
favour early elections, and 


The statement was 
a reminder of the 
source of Turkey’s 
political power 

parliament has set a date in 
April, but the military is 
thought to favour postponing 
elections until 3MQ. 

It is frustrated by the in- 
ability of Turkey's secular 
parties, who won more than 
three quarters of the vote at 
the last election, to form an 
effective government A de- 
layed vote could allow time 
for reform of the electoral sys- 
tem, in an attempt to create a 
dearer secular majority in 
parliament. 

There bas been intense I 
speculation about the pass- 1 
ible composition of a new gov- 


ernment One option Is for the 
two main centre-right parties, 
led by the outgoing prime 
minister, Mesut YUmaz, and 
the former prime minister 
Tansu Ciller, to sink their 

differences. 

An earlier agreement col- 
lapsed acrimoniously. 

Secular party leaders may 
interpret the military state- 
ment as a warning that they 
should not seek a temporary 
alliance with Virtue, or offer 
the Islamists any concessions 
in order to form a new 
government. 

Military pressure behind 
the scenes was instrumental 
in forcing Virtue's predeces- 
sor, the Welfare Party, out of 
government last year. The fall 
of Welfare, which was subse- 
quently dosed down by a 
court order, became known as 
a "soft coup”. 

That is why the military's 
statement that it does not 
want a political rule is disin- 
genuous: it already has one. It 
is at the centre of many politi- 
cal calculations as negotia- 
tions continue on how to form 
a new government. 

No one expects the tanks to 
role down the streets any- 
more, but most Turks accept 
that the generals will con- 
tinue to exercise decisive po- 
litical influence. 

The politicised role of the 
military is one of the issues on 
which the European Union in- 
sists that progress must be 
made before Turkey can begin 
EU membership negotiations. 
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John CUttinga in Hong Kong 

ALAYSIA'S rule of 
law was in crisis 
yesterday after a 
lawyer defending 
the sacked deputy prime min- 
ister Anwar Ibrahim was sen- 
tenced for contempt of court 
amid accusations that the 
prosecution, was. seeking to 
persuade a potential witness 
to lie. ’ 

An arrest warrant was also 
issued against : the defence 
counseLin a related case. 

Mr Anwar's "defence law- 
yer. Zainur Zakaria, was 
found guilty: of contempt after 
submttting an Affidavit foam 
Us clientTdaifning that two 
prosecutors had abused their 
position. Mr Anwar said they 
wanted a folend of his to im- 
plicate him falsely in ill e gal 


sex ads with “various mar- 
ried am unmarried women”. 

But Budge Augustine Paul 
said the affidavit was “an in- 
terference with the course of 
justice!*- He sentenced Mr 
Zainur to three months in jail 
without allowing the defence 
to argie its chum. 

- Thu 1 sentence was later 
stayed by the appeal court , 
until Friday so that Mr j 
Zainur could appeal. 

Mr/, Anwar turned to the 
public gallery and said: 
"Whure is the justice now?*' 

Tip British barrister 
Chares Mint QC, observing 
the] An war trial for the 
English Bar human, fights 
committee, said- yesgsi^ty's; 
proceedings “raise grave-coin--] 
ceri for the rule of law”. 

£b said: *Tt appears to he an 
extjeme use aTtbe ppwers to 
pumsh for contempt of court, 


which will have the effect of 
intimidating lawyers for foie 
defence.” 

The case of Mr Anwar’s 
folend NaTlakaruppan (known 
as Nalla) has already caused 
legal disquiet because he 
faces a mandatory death pen- 
alty for what is normally a 
te chnical offence involving a 
permit for forearms. Human 
rights observers regard the 
case as prima fade evidence 
that the law is being manipu- 
lated for political ends. 

The prosecutors Abdul Ganl 
Fatal and Azahar Mbhamed 
are accused by defence law- 
yers of suggesting the death 
penalty could be dropped iT 
Nalla testified on Mr Anwar’s 
aDegedsexuaiaffalTS- 

A book circulated by Mr 
Anwar's political enemies 
claimed Nalla had set up sex- 
ual assignations for him. 


When the police came to in- 
terrogate Nalla, they found 
bullets in his safe for which 
he did not have a permit He 
was charged under the Inter- 
nal Security Act — aimed at 
communist terrorism in the 
1950s — rather than the Fire- 
arms Act, which carries a 
lesser penalty. 

Nalla’s chief defence coun- 
sel, Manjeet Singh, has made 
a statutory declaration — the 
basis for Mr Anwar's affidavit 
— claiming the prosecutors 
put forward the deal. 

Judge Paul said the affida- 
vit was a slur on the attorney- 
general, Mohtar Abdullah. Be 
issued an arrest warrant for 
Mr Manjeet to appear before 
him for contempt 

A spokesperson for Am- 
nesty Internat iona l said Nalla 
had been named as a possible 
prisoner of conscience- 
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Geneva police yesterday gnardingthe Palais de Justice in the city pi 

Swiss put Russian 
‘mafia boss’ on trial 
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Peter Capefta In Geneva 


A RUSSIAN business- 
man and alleged 
mafia boss has gone 
on trial in Geneva, 
under conditions of unprece- 
dented security for the first 
case of its kind in Western 
Europe. 

Sergei Mikhailov, nick- 
named “Mikhas”, Is accused 
of running a leading crime 
syndicate based In the Mos- 
cow suburb of Solntsevo since 
the 1980s. 

The “Solntsevskaya" alleg- 
edly specialises In racketeer- 
ing. prostitution and drug- 
trafflckmg and is reported to 
have ties with the Moscow 
authorities. 

The case has drawn the at- 
tention of investigators in 
Austria, Belgium, Israel *»wH 
the United States. The Swiss 
police estimate that the Rus- 
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sian mafia has laundered 
about $40 billion in Switzer- 
land in the past 10 years. 

The main charge against 
Mr Mikhailov is based on a 
law introduced in 1994 which 
allows magistrates to prose- 
cute members of a criminal 
organisation inside or outside 
the country — a charge which . 
Is very hard to prove. Prose- 
cutors in Geneva complained 
that they did not have enough 
resources for their Investiga- 
tions and were forced to drop 
another charge for lack of 
evidence. 

About $2 million held by 
the 49-year-old businessman 
in Swiss bank accounts has 
been frozen since he was ar- 
rested at Geneva airport in 
October 1996. 

Mr Mikhailov invested 
heavily in local companies 
after he bought a villa near 
Geneva in 1995. The police ad- 
mit that most of his Swiss 


business dealings are 
legitimate. 

Mr Mikhailov also faces 
charges of forgery and 
breaching a law that restricts 
property ownership by for- 
eigners. He denies being 
linked to the mafia, and his 
lawyers say he is the victim 
of a smear campaign by busi- 
ness rivals. 

The presiding judge, Antoi- 
nette Staider, overruled a 
series of procedural objec- 
tions yesterday by the defence 
lawyers, who claimed that Mr 
Mikhailov’s right to a fair 
trial was being jeopardised by 
biased press reports and leaks 
from the local prosecutor's 
office. 

Part of the evidence against 
Mr Mikhailov is based on a 
call made on the tapped tele- 
phone at his Swiss home, in 
which police say he Intro- 
duced himself to a rival as the 
“number one, number two, in 


Solntsevo". One of Mr Mik- 
hailov's Swiss lawyers was 
arrested earlier this year 
after he was caught trying to 
smuggle letters from his cli- 
ent out of prison. 

Chief prosecutor Jean- 
Louis Crochet produced evi- 
dence in court yesterday to 
show that Last month Mr Mik- 
hailov’s Swiss defence team 
passed on prosecution docu- 
ments to a Moscow lawyer al- 
legedly working for 
Solntsevskaya. 

Several prosecution wit- 
nesses and their families are 
under police protection in 
Switzerland and the United 
States and will give evidence 
in court through a closed cir- 
cuit video system to protect 
their identities. 

In July 1997 Vadim Rozen- 
baum, a former business asso- 
ciate of Mr Mikhailov, was 
shot dead in his home in the 
Netherlands. He was one of 
the main witnesses when Mr 
Mikhailov was arrested for 
extortion in Moscow nine 
years ago. 

Mr Mikhailov was released 
19 months later after several 
witnesses recanted. 

A senior Russian investiga- 
tor and FBI detectives are ex- 
pected to give evidence in the 
next two weeks. 
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PfiHOp WIRan In Rome 

T HE mysterious disap- 
pearance of an Italian 
family of four appeared 
to have been resolved yes- 
terday by Ferdin&ndo 
Carretta’s admiss io n , that he 
had murdered his parents 
and his younger brother. 

Mr Carretta, aged 36, 
who had lived in hiding ' in 
London since h»a family 
vanished nine years ago, 
was arrested on his arrival 
at Rome airport on Sunday 
on Charges of multiple mur- 
der, concealment of corpses 
and the illegal possession 
of a firearm. 

His lawyer. Filippi 
Dlnacci, said yesterday: 
“Ferdinando is reliving lfis 
human drama from a de- 


cade ago. He came back be- 
cause he wanted to free 
himself from an oppressive 
psychological burden.*’ 

He said Mr Carretta had 
planned to kill only his 
father, but was carried 
away and shot his mother 
and brother too, with a pis- 
tol he had bought six 
months earlier. He had 
resented his father for sev- 
I eral years, the lawyer said. 

“My parents were splen- 
did. 1 was the one who had 
problems and who isolated 
myself from them.” Mr Car- 
retta told Investigators. 

Mr Dlnacci said his client 
confessed everything to 
magistrates in Parma in 
northern Italy. He added 
that he showed signs of 
mental instability. 

He Is reported to have told 


the police that he buried the 
bodies of his father Giusep- 
pe, his mother Marta and 
his brother Nicola in waste 
ground outside Parma. 

The investigators went 
with Mm to the site yester- 
day. but faced a difficult 
hunt for the bodies: the 
area contains several large 
rubbish tips and bas been 
flooded several times. 

Mr Carretta was identi- 
fied in London last month 
after being stopped by 
police for a traffic offence. 
He had been living in north 
London and working as a 
motorbike dispatch rider. 

“He couldn't wait to con- 
fess,” Vittorio Zanichelli, 
the preliminary enquiries 
judge, said. “His real target 
was his father. ■ .It was a sit- 
l nation of authentic hatred." 



Ferdinando Carretta: Deep 
resentment towards father 
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A LREADY the parlia- 
mentary prospects for 
Gordon Brown’s eco- 
nomic advisor Ed Balls look 
all bat dashed altera Tew 
unhelpful remarks over the 
weekend from backbencher 
Bill O’Brian. Ed. reports the 
Sunday Times, having 
recently attended a n um ber 
of high-profile local events 
In Bill's Normanton constit- 
uency. is set to be para- 
chuted into the seat — by 
happy coincidence next door 
to that of his MP wife. Yvette 
Cooper. It’s a cosy picture, 
spoilt only by Bill, the 69- 
year-old curmudgeonly in- 
cumbent, who has told Ed 
straight “There is no va- 
cancy as I intend to go on.” 
Even adding; “When we do 
eventually get a new MP. I 
think It will be a local trade 
unionist rather than some- 
one whose background is as 
a researcher.” Tough words, 
BtlL and you may soon be 
eating them. While some will 
only recognise Ed fbr his 
continuing efforts to sell off 
parts of the Post Office, 
tomorrow the Diary begins 
its campaign to hi ghlig ht his 
unsung northern, trade 
unionist credentials. We’ll 
see you in the House yet, Ed. 


O UR humble role in die 
intriguing case of the 
Tricycle Theatre doc- 
ument, rt seems, may be com- 
ing to an end. A document, 
you may recall, stamped 
“secret” and listing names 
and private numbers in the 
Cheltenam area (home of 
GCHQ), was accidently 
dropped in the theatre 
recently and we have been 
helping DC Matt Symonds of 
Special Branch retrieve it 
On Friday, yon may remem- 
ber, we learnt that he was 

forced to confiscate the 
theatre’s two eight-foot-high 
wheelie bins because they 
had thrown the document 
out Yesterday I called Matt 
for an update. “It’s probably 
best, Mr Bowers, if I don't 
speak to yon over the 
phone,” said Matt Why ever 
not? “because every tuine.I, do 
1 seem to appear as some epi- 
sode in your Diary.” Before I 
have time to respectfully 
refer Matt to the Debretfs 
Modem. Manners chapter on 
gratitude, he adds: ‘Til 
phone you back, Mr Bowers, 
when I’ve taken direction on 
what I can say to yon.” And 
with that he is gone. 


W HILE the nation's 
celebrations for 
Prince Charles’s 
50th birthday show no signs 
of abating, for Ryan Hooper, 
an unemployed musician 
from Roxburghshire, they 
have come to an early end. 
Having received an invite to 
the B ucking ham palace bash 
Ryan, in the spirit of rods V 
roll, duly Informed his local 
job centre that he would be 
away for five days, reports 
the Daily Record. “It was the 
coolest thing ever,” he in- 
sists. “and the most remark- 
able experience of my life.” 
However, on return from the 
gig Ryan received a letter 
from his job centre. “The ad- 
judication officer has consid- 
ered the information pro- 
vided,” it read, “and yon 
were not available for 
work.” The Royalist rocker 
has had £50 docked from his 

dole. 


A FINE example offra- 
■1 ternal love reaches os 
America. For 
seven hoars a 16-year-old 
boy stood ata bnsyioter- 
state junction bolding a sigh 

declaring “lam a thief”. 

This, reports Loaded maga- 
zine, was the zero tolerance 
penance demanded by his 
older, ex- Army Ranger 
brother, to stamp out his 
younger sibling’s pilfering. 
Indeed the draconian pun- 
ishment was so moving for 
one motorist that he stopped 
and gave the young delin- 
quent 40 bagels and a Bible- 
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The Tory press is stoking up its EU 
ravings. Tell us what you think, Tony 



O NE month from today, 
on January 1, 1999, the 
euro win become the 
single currency of 11 members 
of the European Union. Of foe 
myriad ImpllraHnna of this , 
not foe least Is that it marks 
the failure of a British proph- 
ecy. Until mid-1997, majority 
political n ptninn here hel d 
that fois day would never 
dawn! Not only was foe euro a 
crazy JdCa, but Its craziness 
ensured t hat those temporar- 
ily beguiled by it would be- 
come aware, in foe words of 
John Major, foal it bad “an 
the -quaintness of a rain- 
dance,- and about the same 
potency”. In the Euro-sceptic 
press, ridicule vied with ha- 
tred fbr a project that the real 
world would eventually refuse 
to accommodate. 

Now that foe project is hap- 
pening, these critics, rather 
t h an eating their words, are 
changing foe diet Faced with 
a euro which they know will 
function, survive and, very 
probably, prosper, they focus 
on other issues. The last few 
days have seen a plethora. The 
Telegraph opened a new front 
yesterday with foe promise of 
Brussels’ imminent abolition 
of habeas corpus. Trial by jury 
is likewise doomed. Our 
labour laws, it barely needs to 
be said, face a return to unre- 
constructed continental anti- 
capitalism. Worst of all. the 
obligatory harmonising of fay, 
now being plotted by numer- 
ous EU cabals, shows EMU for 
what it really is, foe core of 
foe centralised, undemocratic, 
future state of Euroland. 

Most of this reporting Is a 
travesty, of feet or interpreta- 
tion- There is no necessary 
connection between a single 
currency and a s i ngl e tax sys- 
tem. It is true that Oskar La- 
fontaine, the German finance 
minister, speaks for harmo- 
nising tax. and some French 
ministers might say the same. 


But there is an enormous dis- 
tance between the theory and 
the practice of such a scheme, 
which has no practical neces- 
sity. nor the smallest hope of 
unanimous agreement in the 
II, let alone the 15. The US, a 
federal country, does not har- 
monise Its state taxes. Though 
tax havens from Luxembourg 
to Gibraltar and Dublin docks 
may be challenged, neither 
VAT nor corporate tax nor 
income tax is set for harmo- 
nising, for the simple reason 
that not nearly enough people 
want 1L 

What marks the euro- II on 
the brink, in fact, is not so 
much collaboration as uncer- 
tainly. The new German gov- 
ernment speaks with divided 
voice. It is still feeling its way 
towards its relationship with 
France, though this did not 
prevent sections of foe British 
press referring to yesterday's' 

1 regular Franco-German sum- 
mit as tf it were the prelude to 
file take-over of Britain by a 
new Reich. How the European 
Central Bank will actually 
function, behind Us absurd 
I wall of non-transparency, 
remains unrprtain: almost as 
uncertain as the opinions, on 
the continen t »nd the inland, 
as to whether or not it should 
be made, by some informal 
method, accountable to 
elected politicians. 

These differences, often as 
deep as they are subtle, and all : 
of them constantly evolving, : 
are foe truth about the pres- 
ent state of the European 
Union. The arrival of a centre- 
left hegemony, far from 
resolving towards a simpler 
European fixture, has pro- 
duced complications whose 
outcome is, by comparison 
with foe heyday of Helmut 
Kohl, impossible to predict 
The British end of this com- 
pact however, feces special 
uncertainties. After talking 
around amon g senior minis- 


ters, I iWwt three trends. 

First, even though they 
know tax harmonisation can- 
not happen, they are bothered 
i by foe continental obsession 
with It At Gordon Brown’s 
first meeting cfEcofin in May 
1997, tax was top of the 
a genda. After the British In- 
terlude in foe presidency, 
Austria put tax back there. 
Britain is opposed to harmoni- 
sation fbr both tactical and 
economic reasons. If it did 
develop, they know the euro 
would be hard — “impossible” 
was a word I heard — to sell to 
British business, let alone the 
British public. Harmony, in 
the British view, is likely to he 
another word fbr raising: and 
both corporate and income tax 
should remain key tools of 
economic flexibility. . 

Britain’s counter-obsession 
is with economic reform. Min- 
isters are unabashed to speak 
as teachers in this respect 
They believe that even Lafon- 
taine will leam that tax cuts 
are better jobereators than 
tax Increases. 


T HEY press forward on 
the competition front, 
and insist on foe case for 
a true single market that cov- 
ers financial services, govern- 
ment contracts and other 
zones of dastardly protection- 
ism. In this, fer from the sig- 
nals of social democratic soli- 
darity, there seems little to 
choose between them and Mrs 
Thatcher in zealous convic- 
tion on foe side of openness 
and flexibility. 

Second, their preparations 
to enter EMU continue. Ex- 
cept in public, the working 
assump tion is “when" not 
“if”. Below the radar screen of 
media frenzy, thou gh frilly in 
public, there’s a lot of work 
going on to get business ready. 
Sixteen Treasury officials are 
seconded to it full time, and all 
departments have someone 


deputed to the task. The 
banks, same af which have a 
hundred people engaged on 
1X99, let alone the change- 
ova:, are scornful of such 
modest allocations. But minis , 
tors think they are being bold, 
and in January will publish a 
change-over plan (dotting the 
critical path to entry. They 
see three or four years' prepa- 
ration ahead, but have no in- 
tention of being deflected from 
creating foe pres umption of 
entry rather than non-entry as 
the routine the British should 
start accepting as the norm. 

. But third, they see, I think, 
mare political pitfalls than 
they used to. They’re worried 
about the Germans, and what 
Lafontaine may say, even if he 
can’t do. next though they 
think they see a calming-down 
in that quarter as well. 
They’re worried about 
France, the member most 
likely to be content to see 
Britain remain outside EMU. 
They’re not bothered about 
the Tory Party, but they 
worry about the Tory press, 
which last week marked, it 
seemed to me, the end of its 
support for Mr Blair on sev- 
eral issues, and the stoking-up 
of its vigilance for any anti- 
Europe propaganda that lies 
to hand. 

They’re also beginning to be 
concerned about foe people 
who should be their allies. On 
foe one hand, the Clarke- 
Howe-Hattersley letter felling 
them to Ttstma file day: on the 
other, the pseudo-friends who 
deride them with the German 
problem. They are, in short, 
e nt angled in a tremendous 
complexity. It may not call for 
a date, but it does call fbr a 
message. It is a curious but 
telling feet that, though Tony 

Blair has made several land- 
mark speeches on Europe, he 
didn't make a single one of 
them In his own counfry. The 
hour, surely, come. 


They only hit me with a gun butt. But they hammered a nail into Abdullah’s head 


Turkish delight 


T rue to his word DC Sy- 
monds rings back. “Fve 
taken direction, Mr 
Bowers,” he says, “and! can 
tell you that we have no com- 
ment to make but would like 
to thank you for your assis- 
tance so far.” Stop it please. 
Matt. To be of service is 
thanks enough for us. 


JuEe 

Hint 




F ollowing this suc- 
cess, here’s another 
public spirited appeal. 
A gardener at St Mary’s 
Church in Long Dittos found 
24 bags of amphetamine 
powder strewn across his 
graveyard last Friday. Do 
you know anything about 
these bags which, police say, 
had been dug up and dragged 
into the open by an animal? 
Revealing perhaps more 
than he should PC Ron Har- 
vey sakt “There mnstbe a 
very unhappy local drugs 

dealer out there.” Call if you 

think you can help. 
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N orman stone’s 
recent Guardian 
article. The Other 
Extradition, is a cocktail of 
mistruths, half-truths and 
sheer Ignorance in defence 
of Turkey. It may go down 
well with some at Ankar a’s 
Btlkent University which 
employs him. bat does a i 
great disservice to the 1 
many Turks who believe 
that only honest, dispas- 
sionate analysis can help 


end the terrible war that Is 
no longer confined either to 
SE Turkey or to Turkey’s 
Kurdish population. 

I carry no brief for Abdul- 
lah Ocalaxu leader of the 
Kurd ish Workers Party, the 
PKK. now in Daly . But to 
mention the PKK’s “ links 
to gan g land" without refer- 
ring to the state’s own, far 
greater links, is a grotesque 
distortion. Long before Me- 
i sut Yilmaz’ government fell 
over this very issue, the 
Susurluk affair — a scandal 
l that grew out of a car crash 
involving an MP, a senior 
police officer, and a con- 
victed terorist from the 
neo-fascist Grey Wolves 
party ~ gave conclusive 
proof of the state’s involve- 
ment in killings, kidnap- 
pings and heroin 

«imigpl1wg . 

And servants of the state 
at times went to astonish- 
ing lengths to lay the blame 
for th eir cri mes at the door 
Of the PKK. Neap Baskin, a 


Kurd, was kidnapped in the 
town of Ynksekova by 
mask ed men dressed as 
PKK members and bearing 
ransom r eceipt s stamped 
with the PKK. seal. The 
PKK men were in fact mem- 
bers of security forces’ 
special teams. Baskin was 
one of the lucky ones. His 
family was infinenWai and 
he was released. 

Abdullah Canan was not 
so lucky. He was murdered. 
“The left side of Ms face 
was carved with the preci- 
sion a professional botcher 
would find it hard to 
match,” Ms son Vahap told 
me. “His throat was cut. 
There were electric burns 

on big hands and ehnrn 

marks around his ankles.” 
Vahap omitted to mention 
that a nail was hammered 
into his father’s skull. 

Men involved in these 
crimes have stood trial. Su- 
surluk has brought a small 
measure of justice. But the 
army still reftases to co-op- 


erate with the Susurluk in- 
quiry, and its refusal to 
grant journalists unim- 
peded accesss to SE Turkey 
ensures that many crimes 
— by the secur ity forces 
and by the PKK — remain 
uninvestigated at a time 
when Turkey's Human 
Rights Association Is com- 
ing under unprecedented 
legal attack designed to do 
what murder and intimida- 
tion have failed to dm put it 
out of business. - 

But individual atrocities 
do not give the true mea- 
sure of the crimes, commit- 
ted by the -state against its , 
Kurdish population. As 
many as 2 JXX >,000 Kurds 
have been forced to mi- 
grate, most of them because 
their villages have been 
burned.' 

They arrive in Anatolia 
jobless and homeless. Some 
may eventually prosper, 
but the majority live in pov- 
erty tn big cities like Istan- 
bul far from the- land that 


provided their livelihood 
before the Turkish army 
started its well-attested 
scorched-earth policy in 
south-eastern Turkey. 

The political party, Ha- 
dep and its predecessors 
(those most involved with 
the Kurdish minority) have 
seen more than ioo mem- 
bers killed — this weekend ; 
two men died during police 
raids. 

It is a measure of the 
Kurds’ resilience that the 
Kurdish language survived 
and is still widely-spoken 
despite the fact that it can- 
not be taught in schools and 
off-duty policemen have on 
occasion killed Kurds for 
the mere fact of speaking 
Kurdish on .the streets. 

Stone claims that Turkey 
has a “free media”. Try tell- 
ing that to the families of 
murdered journalists; to 
the scores of writers serv- 
ing time for thought 
crimes; to the editors whose 
newspapers have been 


Did the Israelis bomfc their o' 
London embassy in 1994? 




Open thesi 
bomb files 




I WAS delighted that kobert 
Fisk, justly celebrated for- 
eign correspondent of the 
Independent, last week took up 
the disturbing case erf Samar 
Alami and Jawad Botmeh. 
who are serving 20 years for 
conspiring to bomb the Israeli 
embassy in London in 1994. 
But I wasn’t so delighted that 
the headline over his article 
bore no relation to what he 
wrote or to the truth. Ttje two 
young Palestinians in prison 
were not the bombers. . 

Both had cast-iron aliMs. 
Both said at their trial that 
they had been contacted and 
encouraged to continue a ludi- 
crous and madcap rudimen- 
tary plan to supply explores 
to the Israeli-occupied territo- 
ries, by a mystery man tbfey 
named as Reda Moghrabfc 
“THE BOMBER WHO i 
NEVER WAS” prodaimai the 
Independent headline over 
Fisk’s article about MbghrabL 
A smaller heeding explained: 
“Only Moghrabi — now sus- 
pected of being an Israeli i 
agent — knows the truth, t^it 
apart from their [Aland’s and 
Botmeh’sJ word there is nfr, 
foe ^tightest eviden ce that 
ever existed.”. 

This is nonsense. There waa 
plenff of evidence at the long 
1996 trial of Samar Alami axfl 
Jawad Botmeh (and two - - 
others, who were acquitted) i 
that there was another man ji- 
valved with than. All the sev- 
eral witnesses to the buying tf 
the car which carried the 
bomb to foe embassy con- 
firmed that two men were in- 
volved. One was Jawad Bot- 
meh, as he admitted at once. , 
He said that Moghrabi had 
asked him to help buy a car, i 
and he had obliged. Uncon- 
tested handwriting evidence 
proved that the man who 
signed the car purchase 
papers was not Botmeh but 
someone else, whom Botmeh 
identifies as Moghrabi. No one 
disputed that there was an- 
other man involved in the pur- 
chase — but equally no police- 
man or intelligence agent 
could identify him, let alone 
bring him to court 
When I first got interested 
in this case. I was put off by the 
theory, tentatively Boated by 
Samar Aland’s family god 
friends, that Moghrabi was an 
Israeli agent who had “set up” 
the Palestinians before ar- 
ranging the bombing of his 
own embassy. * 

Though, the case for foe in- 
nocence of the two young 
people seemed powerful, I was 
not prepared to swallow such 
an apparently ludicrous story. 
Other suspects, perhaps from 
Iran, seemed more credible. 


Then, last stunner. In France. 1 
1 met David ShVyler, the for- 1 
mer MB agent, Who had fled 
the country to vbice his wor- 
ries about the skies of the 
British securityservices. 
Shayler had harfno contact 
1 with foe Alami femJJy or 
friends of the two prisoners. In 
newspaper interviews be 
revealed that MIS had been 
warned about the Israeli em- 
bassy bombing before it hap- 
pened. He told me that he had 
also seoi a written statement 
from a senior MIS “line offi- 
cer” expressing the view that 
the Israeli Intelligence service 
had bombed its own embassy 
to persuade the British au- 
thorities to hand over more 
responsibility for security In 
London. The coincidence be- 
tween the suspicions of the 
two convicted young people 
and this bizarre revelation 
from a former MI5 agent Is 
hard to explain away. 


There isalotto 
suggest that these 
two Palestinians in 
jail are innocent 


Churchill for illegally supply- 
ing military equipment to 
Iraq. When foe defendants 
asked for documents to show 
i that they were doing the gov- 
kemment’s bidding, they were 
told that such documents were 


subject to “public interest im- 
munity” and. In the public in- 
terest, should not be disclosed. 


Fortunately for foe defen- 
dants, a judge did not entirely 
agnp, and enou gh rtiv^impritg 
wen disclosed to ensure foe 
foremen’s acquittal. 

Tht case for frill disclosure 
in tMAlami/Botmeh case is 
overwielimng. There is a lot 
to suggest tb»t Snmar Alami 
and Jdjvad Botmeh noth- 
ing wikever to do with foe 
bombing of the Israeli 
embasfr. 

WBl oe intelligence files be 
opened’.taie decision is one 
for the ixw Director of Public 
Prosecinpns, Mr David Cal- ■ 
vert-Smih QC, the Crown's 
chief pro^cutor in the Israeli 
embassy tombing trfal. 


closed ana confiscated 
while In the pursuit of rou- 


tine news. 1 myself have 
been detain el twice to Tur- 
key. On the krsi occasion, 

when I was a G uardian 
reporter, I yas made to 
stand facing ivdl fbr five 
hours. I was hk tojthe small 
of the back wih Cfgun butt 
whenever 1 Attempted to 
shift my weigst. was de- . 
Died food and Wafer for 24 
hours; l was cajtetu “pros- 
titute” — Tmr then 
released. I 

1 repeat 1 catryuo brief 
for Ocalau, Bit ils fate 
does not bear ikaiag to 
a Turkish JaiLAllthe evi- 
dence suggests tWtorture 
to Turkey is not ksenfag 
under interaatibni pres- 
sure. They are dtoriy get- 
ting better at mdig the 
signs. 


ryao brief 
it ils fate 
laming to 
Mlthe evi- 


teeDinK 


June Flint is writing a rood on 
the Kurdteh minority (n i* 
southern Caucasus iff hi 
K urdish human rightapMot 


D AVID Shayler is not a 
fantasist A great deal 
of what he has said - 
about other cases has been ver- 
ified ff he is telling tte truth 
about foe warning and foe 
written suspicions of bis 
senior colleague, his testi- 
mony is vitally important. As 
soon as she heard about - 
Shayler’s evidence many 
months ago, Gareth Peirce, the 
London solicitor who repre- 
sented Botmeh and Alami. 
wrote at once to the Director 
of Public Prosecutions asking 
to see all intelligence files rele- 
vant to Shayler’a allegation. At 
first this request was ignored. 

Recently, the lawyer has 
been told that her application 
must be discussed at a “PH . . 
hearing”. The letters Pfi, 
which stand for “public inter- 
est immunity”, became fam- 
ous after the arrest of the 
three directors of Matrix 


,it er sto the EC 
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‘I am not the leader of the 
Sexual Freedom Coalition 
— I am simply an activist 9 

Dr Tuppy Owens, Letters 


Resisting the 

Full Monti 

Blair needs other options 

THE GOVERNMEJST moved swiftly yester- 
day to deny press reports that accepting the 
euro would involved swingeing in 

VAT and other taxes. But that won’t 
the story go away. The possibility of tax 
Increases is one of the lethal weapons of the 
eurosceptics. It has been given a new lease 
of life by the calls for "tax harmonisation” 
from the high-profile finance ministers of 
France and Germany — Herr Lafbntaine, 
(who sounds French but is German) and M 
Strauss-Kahn (who sounds German but is 
French). AH Downing Street needed to do j 
yesterday to scotch the story was to repeat I 
that fiscal hannonisation needed a unani- 
mous vote in the EU and the Chancellor had | 
already pledged not to extend VAT to food, 
children’s clothes, newspapers or feres on 
public transport for the life time of the 
current parliament Mario Monti, the Euro- 
pean Commissioner in charge of taxation, 
has also spoken in favour of the need to 
harmonise VAT on all of these items. But, 
knowing it would be counterproductive to 
push for the Full Monti at the moment he is 
instead urging Britain to head off stronger 
demands to harmonise tax by si g nin g up to 
a Europe-wide withholding tax on savings. 
This is a sound proposal to prevent Euro- 
citizens and companies sending money to 
offehore tax havens thereby reducing exche- 
quer tax revenues. The trouble is if could 
put a time bomb under the lucrative euro- 
bond market which switched to London 
decades ago precisely to avoid paying with- 


holding taxes in the US. But there are other 
areas where harmonisation could be to 
Britain's benefit — lflhe plu gging the huge 
tax drain arising from the hordes of con- 
sumers who buy wines and beer in France 
to take advantage of much lower excise 
duties over the Channel 

'Hie problem is whether Labour can do , 
enough trade on a voluntary basis to prove it j 
is eurtyfriendly and head off demands for 
VAT harmonisation which could prove polit- 
ically suicidal for Labour. It would almost 
certainly increase the sensitive antteuro 
vote which, according to the latest poll, is 
now 61 per cent having fo THpn from 70 per 
cent last year. It is theoretically possible to 
make a “tax-neutral” case fin: VAT harmon- 
istion if the (potentially huge) revenues 
raised from putting VAT on food, clothes, 
transport and newspapers were to be used to 
reduce income tax and other imposts, but 
that* s not the point Even the Conservatives 
gave up trying to fund income tax reductions 
from higher VAT: not least because it sent 
the retail prices index through the roof and 
triggered big wage demands. In any case, few 
trust government to recycle enough of the 
increased revenues back to the people who 
would suffer disproporfionately from taxes 
on food and clothes: the poor. 

The Government is most vulnerable over 
“unfair” tax breaks offered to particular 
sectors (like the budget reliefs for the film 
industry). This is good in that it boosts 
Britain’s considerable expertise in this area 
but clearly u nfa ir in terms of encouraging a 
level playing field in Europe. Tony Blair 
knows he can’t keep making positive noises 
about Europe while refusing to budge on 
every proposal for reform put forward. But 
there are two reforms which everyone can 
agree on. First, the EU could raise revenues 
by pushing through more radical reforms to 
the CAP. And, second, by acting speedily on 


the recommendations of the EXTs Court of 
Audttors,.The Court's recent report found £3 
billion worth of financial mismanagement 
and a staggering £50 billion of VAT revenues 
which should have been paid but weren't If 
the EU could persuade member countries to 
improve their housekeeping it would not 
Only improve Europe’s image in the eyes of 
the general public but also give the EU 
greater moral authority to pursue further 
reforms. 


Taking care 

A new deal for social services 

BECAUSE he’s a bruiser, Frank Dobson 
does not always manage to avoid giving the 
impression that he enjoys roughing up 
social and health professionals who have 
Mien down on the job. But the Health 
Secretary has a fine line to tread between 
justified criticism of error and morale-sap- 
ping broadsides at those doing diffi cult jobs 
in often trying circumstances. Yesterday’s 
plan for separating social services inspec- 
tion from the provision of care has been 
brewing for a long time — if s of a piece 
with Thatcher-era reforms implemented in 
the NHS, the BBC and elsewhere in local 
government But it follows bard on the heels 
of high-profile revelations of abuse in local 
children’s homes and nurseries and will be 
interpreted as condemnation. 

If s not Social care is not and never will 
be a soft option. The work of providing for 
damaged childr en takes huge resources, 
above and beyond money budgets — which 
Frank Dobson recognises have not kept 
pace with demand. But the case for reorga- 
nisation is strong. Seebohm — that’s to say 
the comprehensive social services depart- 
ment — has been felling apart for years. 


This Government’s (welcome) em phasis on 

children was likely anyway to speed the 
demise of “generic" social work. Now provi- 
sion is to be separated from regulation and 
quality control and substantial social ser- 
vices responsibilities will transfer to the 
centre and various appointed bodies. What’s 
left locally is a rump and social services 
departments could soon go the way of local 
education authorities. 

A danger is that provision gets frag- 
mented along with the strong professional 
culture which is the public’s final guarantee 
ofqual^. Soc2alwo^kisindireneedaf u ^ne- 
prafessionalisatian ,, but too much emphasis 
on discipline and inspection may impede 
the renewal of self-confidence. The Office of 
Standards in Education has shown how 
centralist prescription provoke resent- 
ment in those who actually do the job. 
Unlike education, social services are carried 
out by a large group of semi-qualified or 
unqualified staff; who are responsible for 
the bulk of fece-to-fece care. Their training 
will not come cheap. Inspection, even with 
the bulky apparatus Mr Dobson envisages, 
is not foolproof The prevention of abuse 
will also require Cinderella services and 
hidden-away homes to become much more 
visible. Yet the mechanism supposed to 
ensure that (electing councillors locally to 
run services) is now to be heavily 
downgraded. 


Private passions 

Sexuality is one’s own affair 

FOUR days, four news items. Item One: a 
moving obituary in the Times of Brigadier 
Michael Calvert He was, by all accounts, an 
extraordinarily brave soldier and inspira- 
tional leader of men. He won a DSO and Bar 


for his exceptional acts of bravery as a 
Chindit commander against the Japanese in 
Burma and elsewhere. So for so good. But 
Calvert did not enjoy happiness in peace. 
The Times recorded: “from the war’s end 
Calvert’s life went steeply downhill." While 
serving in Germany in the early 1950s 
Calvert appeared before a Court Martial 
charged with "gross indecency” with three 
German youths who had called at his flat, 
with intent to steal. He was convicted and 
dismissed from' the Army he had served so 
well. His life thereafter spiralled into a mire 
of alcohol. In later life he worked as a 
gardener. 

Item two: the friend of a prominent Brit- 
ish politician is forced to issue a rebuttal of 
a lurid smear story published in a weekly 
magazine — and hinted at in the House of 
Commons by the Leader of the Opposition 
— alleging that during a trip to Brazil the 
minister had savoured the nightlife of Rio 
and bad visited a nightclub or two. The 
minister in question is reported to be gay. 
Item three: Peter TatcheU. a leading gay 
campaigner, is arraigned before Canterbury 
Magistrates Court under Section 11 of the 
1860 Ecclesiastical Courts Jurisdiction Act 
for interrupting the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury's Easter Sunday sermon to protest 
against the Church’s attitudes towards ho- 
mosexuality. Item four: a bronze and marble 
memorial to Oscar Wilde was finally un- 
veiled yesterday in the heart of London 103 
years after the trial which effectively broke 
him and which led to his early death 98 
years ago. At the ceremony Wilde's grand- 
son, Merlin Holland, said this: “1 think 
we’re reaching a point where I hope we will 
be like the continent of Europe where we 
will regard him as a writer and his sexual- 
ity as his own affair." Too late, of course, for 
Wilde. Too late for Brigadier Calvert But 
not too late, we hope, for others. 


K-c: 
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Prejudice with 
a Punch 

\ A fE usually read the news- 
V V papers whose views we 
finri congenial in order to rein- 
force our own prejudices. This 
is reflected in the readers’ let- 
ters. There is no debate, - 
merely mutual indoctrination. 
As a reader of the Telegraph. 
Mall and Sun, I have decided to 
correct this; continental politi- 
cians are open abdut their . 
goat the United States of 
Europe. Engli s h politic i a n s 
are nkicent. Hiey know a 
United States ofEurope Is 
anathema to the British 
people. They dare not come 
dean. The much derided tab- 
loid press draws attention to 
this and speaks fix- most of us. 
Dr Peter Monahan. 

Tiverton. Devon. 

I AM amazed at the Guardian 
I being brainwashed by the 

right-wing press to slag off Os- 
kar (Leader, November 27). 
Herr Oskar Lafbntaine is the 
hope and hero of the left in 
fighting the greed of business, 
ringing and Htop- 

ping the New Blair Third Way: 
Stephen Manyfold. 
Altrincham, Cheshire. 

A LLAN Mackenzie’s letter 
#VNov ember 30) proposing a 
13th month in which Christ- 
mas and other festivities 
would be confined is truly In- 
ventive and will surely create 
new thinking about onrhadk- 
neyed Christmas. How about 
employing him as consultant 
on the Dome project? 

By ke Shannon. 

Westleton, Suffolk. 


r the materialistic feeding 
frenzy that, la fihrtshnas for 
five years now, hi g hli ghting 
such fects as that £150 million 
worth of wrapping paper hits 
the dustbin every Christinas 
morning. Think what that 
money would do for the Cen- 
tral- American countries 

ruined by flood. 

John Richards. 

Christmas? Bah 

Humbug! Society. 

"THANK you for your inter- 
I view with me (A good time 
had by all, November 30) but I 
must point out that! am not the 
leader of the Sexual Freedom 
C oaliti on — I ^ gimply an 
activist in the campaign, 
which is run by ite members. 
Dr Tuppy Owens. 

London. 


I the Guardian still regards 
a daim that someone visited a 

gayspacea“smear"(Mandel- 

son anger over gay smear 

story, November 30). How 
heartening, too. that places 


“gay haunts". What a shame 
you forgot to use the word 
“notorious”! 

Kim Renfrew. ' 

London. - ' 

A ND I thought Punch was 
'^supposed to be ftmny 
Daphne DorreH. 

Cambridge. 

IN response to Robert HDl’s 
Irequeat for suitable recces 
for babies (Letters, November 
30), can I recommend pate of 
tiny feet? 

MaxTeUer. 

Sheffield, • 


In full cry for the General 


S O the Guardian, very 
modishly, has chosen a 
Third Way on General 
Pinochet (Leader, November 
30): tepid support for a prece- 
dent-setting human rigbts- 
based decision while excoriat- 
ing the “blood lust an the part 
of former left-wingers whose 
gods felled but whose appetite 
for Jacobin procedure is 
unabdted”. 

As a member of Jack 
Straw's constituency Labour 
Party I have to confess that I 
too am in foil cry over the 
possibility of bringing a mur- 
derous tyrant to the dock. Not 
out af blood Inst, but because 
my gods, if they ever felled, 
are at least showing some 
kind of resurrection m the mo- 
ment: the preference for de- 
mocracy over capitalism, due 
process over terror, human 
beings over markets, elected - 
socialists over tin pot lackeys 
of the West . 

It is a pity, at a time when 
the Americans are applying 
pressure on Pinochet’s behalf; 
and Margaret Thatcher is 
pimping for her cronies in the 
international arms trade, that 
the position of one of our few 
liberal newspapers should be 
so mealy-mouthed. You cor- 
rectly state that the Pinochet 
issue separates the sheep 
from the goats; your editorial 
proves that when the oppos- 
lng forces step to either side, 
there are still plenty of wea- 
sels left in between. 
JoeGoinan- 
Blackbum, Lancs. 


THE blueprint for the insti- 
I tutianal violence wit- 
nessed In South and Central 
America was drawn up by the 
CIA under the auspices of the 
PS government To read (US 
urges Pinochet return, 
November SO) that the current 
US government has expressed 
concern that the Pinochet at • 
feir is “destabilising democ- 
racy in Chile” smacks not just 
cfhypocrisy.lt reeks of fear 
that world public opinion win 
demand that the US be held 
accountable for the part it 
played in the original coup to 
topple AHende and destroy de- 
nmcracy, with aH the horrific 
tortures this Involved- 
Rev Peter Morgan. 

Liverpool 

I AM entirely in agreement 
I with your leader that if the 
C hilean gove rnment - feel 9 that 

Pinochet Is fit anil we31 enough 
to stand trial in Chile, he is fit 
and weU enough to stand trial 
anywhere else. 

Chile was “democratised" 
on terms dictated by the mili- 
tary. a so-called “protected de- 
mocracy'’. The balance of 
forces in Chile between the 
military and the civilian gov- 
ernment has been, and stfll is, 
tilted towards the military, 
unlike in Argentina, where 
defeat in the Malvinas war left 
tha mili tary h umiliated and 
weak. Alfonsin was able to 
prosecute the former dicta- 
tors In civil courts, breakings 
centuries-old tradition of the 
military onfr being tried in 


military courts. In Chile, the 
military is in a much more 
powerful position and it will 
doubtless insist an its historic 
prerogative to try Pinochet in 
its own military courts. We 
can safely assume that if this 
were to happen the military 
would close ranks, whitewash 
its bloody record, and thwart , 
any possibility of justice.' 
being done. 

Dr Christopher RrswelL 
Sale, Cheshire. 

LJOWgJadlamthatlat- 
II tempt the cryptic cross- 
word each day. 1 might other- 
wise have missed the excellent 
article by Andy Robinson 
which was placed right next to 
the puzzle (Thank the General 
for Thatcher, November 30). It 
provided a fine overview of 
the economic experiments 
carried out by the unspeak- 
able Pinochet and their influ- 
ence upon Thatcher and 
Reagan. Most enlightening! 
Peter ClealL 
Brighton. 

WOU say that the US is wor- 
I rled that the Pinochet af- 
feir is “destabilising democ- 
racy In Chile”. They should 
know — they have unparal- 
leled expertise in the subject 
Terry Marshall. 

London. 

\ A fILL the new Asylum Bill 
V V include fast track extra- 
dition for tyrants? 

John Holt. 

Leeds. 


Louis Blom-Cooper (ays down the law 


stole journalists in writing 
and commenting on cases in 
the courts to make sure that 
they get their law right Jer- 
emy Hardy complains (The - 
trials cfWinstan. Sfloott, No- 
vember 28) that, in rejecting Mr 
Silcottis application to refer his 

conviction for the murder in 

1384 of Anthony Smith, the 
CriminalCasesReviewCom- 

mission has wraugty con- 
cluded that die Court cf Appeal 
would refuse to amsider .some 
fresh evidence that tends to 
support Mr SUcotfs version cf 
the events which are different 
from those put forward at his - 

trial Mr Hardy, in steal; ccate 


plains that the commission is 
impermissibly second-guessing 
the judiciary. But that is pre- 
cisely what the commission is ~ 
directed by Parliament to da 
The Criminal Appeal Act 1996 
presides that a reference to the 
Court of Appeal shall not be 

Tnwte unicast tlw wvnrri fcttktfl 

considers that there is a reel 
posslhlljtty that the conviction 

would not be upheld onrefer- 

tsnee. It may be difficultforthe 
commission members to “as- 


cf the judiciary", but they have 
to do their best to anticipate 
what the Court of Appeal would 
do in the light of evidence not 

previously heard by the courts. 


Mr Hardy is also wrong to 
say that the commission “is 
answerable to no one”. If those 
advising Mr Silcott can discern 
some defect in the reasoning erf 
the commission’s decision, an 

ap pliratinn to fh^TTlgh tVifirt 

for judicial review is available. 

It is feir to say that there is . 
Bnmpg pnnln& p iTTalPmunt 
about what constitutes "a real 
possibility that the conviction 
would not be upheld on refer- 
ence”. Iam sure that the com- 
misslcn would welcome Judi- 
cial elucidation of this opaque 
languag e , the sooner the 
better. 

Sir Louis Blom-Cooper QC. 
London. 
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Low strike rate for industrial action 


Milne’s argument (Jubilee 
Line climbdown on safety 
strike, November 26) that the 
“outcome erfthe electricians’ 
unofficial stoppage appears to 
be part of a trend towards 

more successful strikes in the 

last couple of years”. 

But strikes in the last cou- 
ple of years are in fact no more 
or less successful than they 
have been for the rest of the 
1990s. This means they are rel- 
atively more successful than 
those of the 1980s, but the level 
of strikes Is at its lowest level 
(216 last year) since 1891, as 
are workers involved and days 
“lost”. However this is not the 
foil picture. Unofficial strikes 
appear to be more effective 
than official ones as a resultnf 
the element of surprise. 

The number of ballots for 

iwfhig trtal jrr-tSnn BW Wflii 

those cases of industrial 


action by around 4:1, with evi- 
dence suggesting most are suc- 
cessful in being used as bar- 
gaining chips. Non-strike 
industrial action Is more com- 
mon a nd relatively successful 
but goes unrecorded in our 
strike statistics. 

Although some workers in 
the south-east ofEngland and 
in construction and electrical 

trades are in a better position 
to extract concessions as a 
result of their labour markets, 
this cannot be said for many 
other workers. 

Nonetheless, the results of 
the actions that are taken are 
invariably compromises, not 
outright victories; manage- 
mentis unilateral actions 
have been held in check with- 
out being reversed. 

Dr Gregor GalL 
Senior lecturer in 
industrial relations. 
University of Stirling. 


Doctor’s prison dilemma 


J ONATHAN Steele's elo- 
quent appeal for the freeing 
ofDr Aarat Woldeyes, one of 
Ethiopia’s most distinguished 
sons (Doctor defiant, Novem- 
ber 28) deserves the support of 
all who care about human 
rights. I was the British Am- 
bassador to Ethiopia at the 
time of Jonathan Steele's visit 

in 1385 when he fell desper- 
ately fll and Dr Asrat, respond- 
ing to our urgent appeal, 
saved his life, so I too feel very 
much in his debt 
It is good that British and 
American embassy officials 
have periodically visited Dr 
Asrat in a demonstrati on of 
concern about the conditions 


in which he serving his 
successive prison sentences. 
But- the even more important 
issue, as Jonathan Steele's 
article makes dear, is that Dr 
Asrat ought not to be a pris- 
oner at all 

It would show that there Is 
substance in Robin Cook’s ad- 
mirable callfor a new ethical 
dimension in Britain's foreign 
policy if our government were 
to use its undoubted influence 
as a major aid donor and polit- 
ical friend of Ethiopia to 
press the Ethiopian prime 
minister for Dr As rat’s 
release. 

Sir Brian Harder. 

London. 


How toying with Barbie could lead to a Blair babe with feminist balls 


a A RLtsSABenn mused; 

|V1 “Something has haj* - 
pared to public woman it’s as 

if they have all developed (he 
game manner and the same ., 
look” (Wanted: Blair’s babe 
■with feminist balls,Ncwenfoer 
26) and the answer was pro- 
vided by Dea Bickettlnthe . 

Weekend section (Pm Barbie, 

buy me, November 28) . The 


pubUe women in the 1990s Is 
synonymous. 

Public women in the 1990s . 
are like Barbie. They are 
clean, clinical and asexuaL 
r.ru-o Barbie, they do n ot hav e 

their sex lea vagina. A woman 

with a vagina symbolises sex- 
uality, which equates with 
sexual energy. . 

Moreover, like Barbie, they 
smite back at you— they don’t 


react when you attack them 
and they all look the same. I 
assume it's because public 
women without sexuality are 
popular just like Barbie. And 
like Barbie, they belong to that 
somebody who bought them, 
ie corporate culture. 

Give Barbie a vagina forthe 
mntennr trm! And, give Ken 
back his balls! Only then may 

Tony find his babe with femi- 
nist balls. 

Yolande Watson. 

Leeds. 

pAKBHBisafty— she Is 
Dmade to be played with and 
children tend to like attrac- 
tive toys. Afeshim doll made * 
to look more realistic flopped 
miserably— Barbie has lasted 

because she appeals to little 
girls. Do give children some ■ 


credit— they know she is a 
toy and they don’t even con- 
sider looking tike her. As for 
her being unrealistic, well I 
haven't seen too many chil- 
dren who look like Cabbage 
Patch Kids around, but people 
do not seem to have a problem 
with them. 

As a feminist, I consider 
Barbie an excellent role model 
— she can be anything and she 
is independent (the car is al- 
ways Barbie’s— as is the 

house, the stables, the swim- 
ming pool and soon — Ken is 
permitted to use them, but 
they belong to Barbie). 

Oh — one point I really 
must make! Dea Birkett 
writes: “It’s true to say that . 
the only thing rigid Barbie can 
dowithharlegsisopen 
them.” As any little girl who 


has tried to ait a straight-leg 
Barbie on a horse knows, this 
is just not true. Barbie, like 


firmly together. 

Elizabeth Lee. 

President, Barbie Collectors' 
Club of Great Britain. 


up of people from all walks 
oflife, many with degrees and 
good jobs. With over 260 mem- 
bers, you may rest assured 

that not every one is “camp” or 
Oven gay for that matter. 

We work very hard to pro- 
duce our newsletter, which Ms 
Birkett dismissed as a 
“tbrown-together affiahr of 
Stapled AS sheets”. Being a 
non-prpOt making club, we do 
the best we can to mute our 
members in some way. 


ETMs Birkett is attempting 
to portray Barbie collectors as 
somewhat peculiar, perhaps 
She should look a little closer 
to home, as her tale of early 
Barbie torture certainly cre- 
ates cause for concern in my 
opinion . . . 

James Paddick. 

Barbie Collectors' Club 
of Great Britain. 


We do not publish letters where 

only an e-mail address Is 
supplied; please Include a full 
postal address. We may edit 
letters: shorter ones are more 
likely to appear. We regret we 
cannot acknowledge those not 
used. Please provide a 
reference to the relevant artlde- 
lt la helpful to us if typewritten 
letters are double-spaced and 
printed in large type. 


Teachers on a fast track to 
trouble in the staff room 

A s chairman of two govem- 
/ving bodies, I anticipate 


David Blunkettis new mea- 
sures (Fast track to top pay for 
elite among trainee teachers, 
November SO) will lead to acrid 
divisions — between staff and 
governors and within staff 
rooms. How can people be 
“guaranteed” accelerated pro- 
motion? Surely it's easier to as- 
sess whether someone’s been 
cm a test track to top posts 
when a career Is well under 
way, not at th e laun ch? 

Canon Roger HHL 
Newark, Notts. 


"THIS 
I mar 


year the staff senior 


erf my school sought industry 
help in redesigning our ap- 
praisal system. Two specialist 
companies stated that success- 
ful appraisal systems are nor 
tinted to pay; in a pay-related 
system everyone perverts the 
system to maximise pay, if pay 
is taken out of the equation 
employees are free to focus on 
the objectives of the business. 

The whale system seems to 


ignore very basic motivation 
theory — money is not a moti- 
vator, but it becomes a demoti- 
vator when It is inadequate or 
unfair. There are many other 
very important motivators that 
seem to have been completely 
ignored by the Government 
and the unions, the most im- 
portant of these being well- 
structured and well-flmded 
continuous professional devel- 
opment for all teachers. The 
current proposals seem to sug- 
gest that there win be a wen 
trained elite (“a feist track pro- 
motion scheme for 1,000 teach- 
ere a year”)- Teaching, fairly 
obviously, requires every 
teacher to be well trained; who 
wants their child to be taught 
by someone who is not continu- 
ously u pdating their skills? 
Teachers are motivated by 
team successes, because so 
much of what they do is In 
teams and no one individual is 
responsible. 

Charlotte Davies. 

Deputy head, Wallington 
High School for Girls, 

Surrey. 



Oxfam Hurricane Appeal 


“Imagine your worst 
nightmare. Imagine waking 
up to something a hundred 
times worse." 


Daniel Ale-grid, 


That's how 

Hurricane Mitch felt to 
the people of Central America. 

Over 18,000 people are dead or missaig. 
Millions of survivors are in desperate need. 

Oxfam is there. Water equipment, sent within days of 
the disaster, is already saving thousands of lives - 
providing clean, safe water and preventing further 
deaths from cholera and diarrhoea. 

Food, medicines, and temporary shelters have been 
sent to help people who have lost everything. We need 
your help to do more. A water tap can cost as little as 
£25; a feeefing kit for 500 people as much as £250. 

Please send your gift to the Oxfam Hurricane Appeal, 
using the coupon below, or phone now on: 

01865 313131 


Yes, I want to help. Here is my gift of: 

£25 □ £50 □ £100 □ £250 □ £ 


| Mr. Mrs. Miss, Ms 


I 

“ I 

Please rend to: Oxfam, Room BA15, fREEPOST, Oxford 0X2 7BR | 
Longferm reewery rt Honduras and Nicaragua will take decades ■ 
aid cost bfions. Debt cancellation and longterm aid is the only « 
sensible sototion. If you want to know more about Oxfam’s campaign I 
for debt relief in Central America, please tick here. □ _ 


tXTAM 


Address 

1 

I 
I 
I 


Postcode 
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Paul McKee 


Figuring out 




the news 
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P AUL McKEE, who God him, late at ni g ht, ciga- on foreign election pro- 
has died aged 59, rette in hand, jabbing away at grammes, but though still 
was one of the great a calculator rejecting their only in his fifties, most of his 
innovators of tele- sums. Professional pollsters last 10 years were spent in 
vision news in the working on exit polls were semi-retirement 
1970s and 1980s. The pioneer obliged to discuss every ques- Leukaemia was first diag- 
of computer graphics on gen- tion and assess every result nosed six years ago, but he 
eral election nights, he also with him, which is why 1TN told very few friends. Cover- 
organised the first proper exit rarely got its predictions ing last winter's elections in 




organised the first proper exit 
polls in British elections, in- 
troduced the first computer- 
ised TV newsroom, and was a 
founding tether of Channel 4 
News. 


ing last winter's elections in 


wrong. He thrived on election India, colleagues thought he 
data, exporting to Ireland and merely had a bad bads as he 


India bis expertise in TV in- 
terpretation and presenta- 


wandered round bait double. 
Despite the pain, he showed 




tion. When a sudden Irish the same enthusiasm for the 


One of seven children from general election clashed with 
a working-class Catholic fern- a long-planned break in the 


obscure minutiae of results 


a long-planned break in the from some distant province. 
Gambia, his staff had to telex After 36 hours without sleep, 


Uy, he was brought up in Gambia, his staff had to telex After 36 hours without sleep, 
Bradford before studying the constituency results to his someone suggested it was 
mathematics at Imperial Col- holiday hotel. surely time to rest *T can't," 

lege, London. He acquired his The small world of ITN. McKee insisted. “It’s such 
first feel for the nuts and bolts with around 1,000 staff, was ftm." 


of elections while helping perhaps his ideal milieu. As 


surely time to rest T can't" 
McKee insisted. “It’s such 
ftm." 

Paul McKee never married. 


with the campaigns of his 
tether, who spent three de- 
cades as a Labour member 


deputy chief executive, his though for the last decade he 


door was literally always lived with his partner, Liz 


open and even the most Lorrimar, a colleague from 


and alderman on Bradford junior m emb er of staff was Yorkshire TV. They shared a 


City Council. 

Recruited from English 
Electric in the 1960s, McKee’s 
first triumph was when ITN 
launched Its revolutionary 
VT30 computer graphics sys- 
tem in the October 1974 elec- 
tion, thus allowing Peter 
Snow to analyse results on 
screen. Legend has it that 
VT30 was based on a knitting 
programme, though McKee 
also adapted systems from the 
chemical industry. The BBC 
was shocked at being out- 
flanked by ITN. and spent 
huge sums over the next few 
years catching up. By then 
McKee had developed a suc- 
cessor, VT80, which effec- 
tively ended the era of letra- 
set In TV graphics. 

Recognising his vision and 
wider managerial talents, the 
ITN editor David Nicholas as- 
signed McKee to develop new 
programme outlets. Defeated 
for the ITV breakfast fran 


welcome to come and air his passion for horses. 

or her woes. McKee was al- 

ways encouraged to pursue HfiduMd Crick 
his own interests in comput- 
ers and elections, but he Peter Sissons mi 


Kitwood . . . abandoning standard practice he asked young people about the moral problems they had fhced and how they had dealt with thorn 


found himself in a minority McKee was unique among DmfAeenrTnm Ifilwnnrl ' - 

when opposing ITN’s plans to the television executives of rnneawi lumiuiwooH . . •. ■•'vit 

his generation. He was a - - ■“*”“-.•'4 

mathematician with a m m ■ ■ . ■ ■ . ■ - 



shrewd business brain. He 
had journalistic flair that 
was often brilliant and al- 
ways ethical And he was a 

respected and gifted manag pr 

of people, who knew how to 
i pnd a tea m an d encourage 
the talent within It But his 
place in the history of televi- 


Morality and memories 


T WAS almost by chance | son. He called it “malignant ] votlon to a project a charac- J tian “ladder’' of developmen- 


that the psychologist Tom I psychology". 


teristic that produced a cer- tal stages. In his wonderful 


Kitwood, who has died ( As a schoolmaster, a con- tain hardness of character. I book. Conversations with 


sion news broadcasting lies work by - which he is best 


aged 61, was led into the tributor to third world eman- 


In the vision with which he 
saw the possibilities of link- 


known, his comprehensive 
studies of “dementia in life”. 


clpation, and a psychologist 
Kitwood's work was marked 


Krtwood’s first psychology Stranger , Kitwood showed 
cal research was an attempt how among the middle-class 


to chart the ways that compe- j members of his sample the 


ing a computer that could do He had been consulted by the 
calculations, with a computer Bradford Health Authority on 


by the centrality of a moral tence in moral reasoning and same children drew on differ 


tient. In ways parallel to 
Kitwood, he began to develop 
regimes of management In 
which the person’s surviving 
cognitive competences were 
identified and enhanced. 
This, of course, was just what 


issue. Bom in Lincolnshire. 


that could show pictures. the work being done for it on 
I was fortunate, when Peter the management df dementia. 


Bradford Health Authority on educated at Rugby, he gradu- sideratlons changed as chil- moral reasoning strategically, 
the work being done for it on ated in natural sciences from dren grew into adulthood. His choosing that which would be 


Snow left for Newsnight, to 
McKee - . . television pioneer work with Paul on general 


Cambridge. He was ordained 


sophistication of moral con- ent Kohlbergian levels of Kitwood was doing in Brad- 
sideratlons changed as chil- moral reasoning strate gically , ford, which had led to the 
dren grew into adulthood. His choosing that which would be founding of the Dementia 
entry into this area coincided of most use for the occasion. Group. 


election coverage. His passion 


Kitwood had been struck by into the priesthood, taught at in British social psychology Working-class and upper- 
the way that the moral dimen- Sherborne, then went to teach with serious doubts — which class children tended to settle 


chise, he successfully con- build grandiose new offices In was to explain, not in aca- 


slon of human life, perhaps 
its d efinin g characteristic, 


in Uganda. Even Tom was at he shared— about laboratory on a single style and stick 


a loss in the times cfldi Amin research. 


with it This work had tescl- 


Group. 

Many of us are struck, from 
time to time, with intuitions 
that all is not well morally in 
some domain of human life; 


eluded a deal for ITN to make Gray's Inn Road. He was demic terms, but in ways the had been eliminated from a and, although he married 


a daily, hour-long news pro- eventually proved right when ordinary viewer would find great deal of academic there, he finally brought his 


gramme when Channel 4 the project almost crippled enjoyable and s timulating , psychology. At Bradford he family back to England. 


started in 1982. It was a 
fraught relationship, and 
Channel 4 bosses felt he was 
the only ITN person who 
understood what the new 


the company financially. 

In 1996 McKee was enticed 


and television Journalists saw i^omnnHa management I It was than that I met him , 


who worked with Paul be- 1 as, at heart, a moral problem when he had begun a new 


S 


O he abandoned the cal resonances. 


nating social and psychology that attention to persons' Is 


giving way to technological 
considerations. Few of us 


method of the moral Then came the Bradford considerations. Few of us 
development guru. Health Authority consulta- have the toughness of cfaarac- 
Larry Kohlberg, tion, and over at Georgetown ter that Tom Kitwood pos- 


to become Paul Fox’s deputy came more thorough and — these were people who career as a psychology stu- which had been to present I University, in the United 
at Yorkshire Television, with more motivated because of it. were being- managed and. as dent at Bradford University, children with a story involv- 1 States, a group led by Steven 


the task of mapping out the My own most valued mem- such, enjoyed the moral pro- He was forthcoming about his ( ing a moral dilemma and ask 


channel was all about; among future. TV unions rejected his ory of a man, who became a tection enjoyed by everyone, work, and, though reticent them what they would advise 


other thing s that meant no 
sport or royals. 

He even spent a few months 
as acting editor of Channel 4 


analysis, although, most erf his dear friend, is of the early “Mainstream” approaches about himself, it became clear the hero to do. Instead, 

measures were gradually im- days of Channel 4 News. The had turned towards the neu- that he had moved away from Kitwood sat down and asked 

pie men ted- But when Fox sud- launch had been a disaster, rology of the conditions Christianity, while re taining children and adolescents to 


Sabat had come to similar 
conclusions. Initially, neither 
group knew of the other’s ex- 
istence. Sabat had discovert! 


News, when the first editor of manag in g director of BBC 
the programme was forced Television, McKee lost out in 
out in 1983. Colleagues were, the struggle for succession. 


denly left in 1988 to become with depressing ratings and 


rology of the conditions Christianity, while re taining children and adolescents to that in many -cases, the diag- 
understood by the catch-all an intense moral commit- tell him — a stranger — about nostic procedures used for 


sessed. With a sound scien- 
tific background well able to 
comprehend the neurology of 
dementia, he set about doing 
something practical in res- 
ponse to his deeply held 
moral intuitions. 


highly sceptical about Uncomfortable with the new 
whether a computer program- regime, he resigned, 
mer could do the job, but he . Perhaps his gentlemanly 
took to it with gusto, r unnin g style, his old-fashioned values 


anaging director of BBC sunken morale. TIN’S then “dementia". But the reality meat to the sustenance of the moral problems they had people apparently suffering 
Television, McKee lost out in editor, David Nicholas, put and concreteness of the per- people in dignity and pur- personally faced and how from Alzheimer’s disease cre- 

the struggle for succession. Paul in temporary charge to son, so Kitwood thought was pose. He had considerable they had dealt with them. ated a false impression of cog- 

acomfortable with the new steady the ship. Fran his first lost there was a tendency to -personal charm, but was The results were quite at nitive confusion, leading to 

gime, he resigned- team-talk, the programme treat the disease not the per- capable of single-minded de- odds with Kdhlberg's Plage- depersonalisation for the pa- 

Perhaps his gentlemanly never- looked back. In televi- 


RomHarrd 


the struggle for succession. Paul in temporary charge to son, so Kitwood thought was 
Uncomfortable with the new steady the ship. Fran his first lost there was a tendency to 


ated a false impression of cog- Tom Kitwood. dementia expert 


bom February 16. 1937; died No- 
vember 1, 1998 


editorial meetings as if he of decency, cheerfulness, com- 
were a permanent passion and conciliation. 


sion today, the likes of Paul 
McKee are gold-dust 


Paul Rochford McKee, 
television executive and 


appointment were out of place in an indus- Paul Rochford McKee, 

McKee’s great strength was try now run by money men. television executive and 
detail. 'Journalists preparing He started a small computer psephologist bom March 27. 
UN’s Budget coverage would magazine, and kept up work 1939; died Novembers, 1998 


Susan Bellman 


CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS 


Birthdays 


88; Keith MicheU, actor and 85; Andy Ripley, financier 
director, 70; Bette Midler, and former rugby interna- 


tional, 51; David Roddan, 


- singer and comedienne, 53; tional, 51; David Roddan, 

Woody Allen, actor, writer Gilbert O'Sullivan, singer, general secretary. Prison 
and director, 63; Prof Sir 52; Bruce Page, joumaliast Governors Association, 40; 
Norman Browse, chairman, and publisher, 62; Stephen Lord Roll of Ipsden, econo 
Joint Consultants Committee, Poliakoff, playwright, 46; mist 91; Lee Trevino, golfer. 


general secretary. Prison of the world’s best known 
Governors Association, 40; cochlear implant pro- 


Sound work for children 

S USAN Bellman, who j 
has died of leukaemia 
aged 51, established one [ 


Joint Consultants Committee, 


67; Mike Denness, former Richard Pryor, actor. 


cricketer, 58; Dame Alicia 
Markova, prima ballerina, 


Dame Mildred Riddelsdell, 
former senior civil servant 


Lord Roll of Ipsden, econo- grammes for children, 
mist 91; Lee Trevino, golfer. As consultant audloiogical 
59; Stephanie West, class!- physician at London’s Great 


cist 61; Prof Michael Wil- 
liams, nuclear engineer, 62. 


HSBC4X> 

Midland Bank 


Ormond Street Hospital for 
the past 15 years she made its 
audiblngical medicine depart- 
ment world renowned, in- 
creased its complement from 
one part-time consultant to 
three full- time consultants 
and established the cochlear 
implant programme, the first 
in Britain to implant congeni- 
tally deaf children and, in 



definitive document Paediat- 


THE first casualty in the first 
phase of the transfer to our 
new editorial computer system 
was yesterday's crossword 
(number 21,445, on page IS): 
one due was missing and one 


ric Audiolagical Medicine Into line of another disappeared. 
The 1990s, which has had a The lost dues are - . 25 across: La 


major impact on its develop- Costa resort by the sea (7); and 


ment in the last decade. 


18 down: She’s a real swinger 


Susan was a real enthusiast in Paris life (7). The solution 
for her family, her work, and (fingers crossed) appears today 


London, on December 17. It 
will be presenting it on Thurs- 
day, December 10 at St Nicho- 
las Cathedral, Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne. We listed the wrong 
venue for the Goldsmith’s Cho- 
ral Union/LPO Messiah in 
London on Wednesday, Decem- 
ber 23: it will be given in the 
Royal Albert Hall. 


her pleasures. She was a fine an page 30. We hope readers 


ENGLAND lost the 1958-9 
Ashes series 4-0, not 4-1 as 


companion at international will bear with us as we master stated in the Way Back When 


conferences, always having our new computers. 

titbits of information about 

the cities we were visiting. HOMOPHONE. A c 


feature on pages 6 and 7 of our 
sports section yesterday. 


the cities we were visiting. HOMOPHONE. A column In 

She even committed herself to the comment section (page 16 THE trainer of John David, 
milking our goats while stay- yesterday) contained the sen- which won the 2L55 at Cbep- 
ing in our house in Wales. tence: “Marianne herself, bear- stow last Wednesday, was 
She adopted the Jewish ing one breast as sbe strode Mark Pitman, not Jenny Pit- 
faith with her first marriage across the barricades, had man (his mother) as we mid in 

a racing round-up article (page 
29, November 26). 


ing in our house in Wales. tence: “Marianne he 
She adopted the Jewish ing one breast as 
_ _ . , faith with her first marriage across the barric 

Heilman — cochlear pioneer to Martin Bellman and be- been kept from me.’ 

came well accepted in the 


particular, children with the first group erf senior regis- north London Jewish commu- AN e-mail transmission error 
multiple handicaps. Recently, trars to be trained In the new nity. Indeed, she received garbled two sets of figures in 


medicine, and In 1983 was ing her illness, and it was at 16, yesterday). The cost of the possible. Please quote date and 


appointed as consultant audi- this time that she met her broken leg was £65. The cost of page number. Readers may 


ologl cal physician to Great second husband, Gerald 
Ormond Street, to build on Levin, who provided her with 


Notice to cardholders 


Midland Bank announces the following 
decrease in its interest rates. 
Effective from ( and including) 

1 January 1999. 


the service celebrated the speciality of audiologlcal great support from them dnr- 1 Peter Preston’s ooinmn (page 
100th child to be implanted. medicine, and In 1983 was ing her illness, and it was at 1 - - - — 

Bom Susan Evans, she appointed as consultant audi- this time that she met her 
grew up in Bir min g h a m , and ologlcal physician to Great second husband, Gerald 
read medicine at Cambridge Ormond Street, to build on Levin, who provided her with 
— where she gained a swim- the hospital’s forward looking wonderful support during her 
ming blue — and at St Mary's tradition of audiology. last years. She is survived by 

Hospital Medical School, Lon- Susan played important Gerald and her three sons 
don. Following an elective roles in both the British from her first marriage, Joel, 
visit to Iceland as a student Association erf Audloiogical Samuel and David. 

she produced an important Physicians and the Interna- 

work on leprosy in the island, tional Association erf Physi- Dafydd Stephans 

After qualifying she moved clans, whose newsletter she '■ ’ 

into otolaryngology. She edited. She provided thought- Susan Caroline Bellmann, audf- 


It is the policy of the Guardian 
to correct errors as soon as 


the Singapore stitches was 
£285. 


last years. She is survived by 
Gerald and her three sons 
from her first marriage, Joel, 


THERE were several errors In 


contact the office of the Read- 
ers' editor by telephoning 0171 
239 9589 between I lam and 
5pm, Monday to Friday. Sur- 


our Good Messiah Guide (page face mail to Readers’ Editor, 
19, Friday Review, November The Guardian. 119. Farrtng- 


27). The Northern Sinfbnia is don Road, London EClR 3ER. 


work on leprosy in the island. 

After qualifying she moved 
into otolaryngology. She 


Dafydd Steph an a 


not performing the work at Fax: 0171 239 9897. E-mail: 
Westminster Central Hall, reader(frguardian.co. uk 


came to feel that the surgical ful views on the development 
speciality was ultimately not of our speciality and partid- 


for her, but stiU achieved her petted enthusiastically in the 
fellowship In the Royal Col- association. 


ologlcal physician, bom April 27, 
1947; died Novembers, 1988 


lege of Surgeons and. during She did mn< 4i to develop a 


her training, attended a dinl- paediatric audloiogical medi- 


cal audiology course in South- 
ampton. Ibis was organised 


cine in Britain in which the 
child’s needs were para- 


Death Notices 


Paul Heathcote’s Rhubarb and 
Black Pudding by Matthew Fort 

£16 plus 99p UKp&p (rrp £20) Pubfished by Fourth Estate 


by Ross Coles and myself, and I mount. She wrote extensively 


convinced Susan of her future j on this and was responsible. 


direction. She became one of | with Susan Snashall, for the 


Standard 

Monthly 

Interest 

rate 


A Country Diary 


WNUL Pamela May. dM . on zw 
Naw mwr 1888. after a ahort lltama. 
Daarfy rotated by tar aon Rfcftnru. by Jot- 
tray. by nor many trtenda and admin 
«m. An taapMna and oroadvo aodai 
mriMr. Hsqufen Maaa on 3rd Oacombar. 
EnmdrlBa to John Note & Sons. Wi Lad- 
braka Grova. W10. M 0181 989 1819. . 

Mroforia T treat, sadly paaaad 
away on 2Hh Novwitoar 1998 after a ahort 
Illness. Beloved mother or Stephen. 


SOMERSET: Two walks, one | need animals that function 


Teresa. Bona. Cemerine. Louisa. Victoria. 
Frances . Alexandra and Nicola; grand. 

of nfctstaan and dearest wffa oi me 
la* Harry Spawls. 


Midland MasterCard/Visa, 
Combined & Student Accounts 


around Painswick in Glouces- 
tershire and the other across 


weH as economic units, even vowkb. r, « 
if you have to go as far as 


fields on Horsington Marsh, a Builth Wells to get thnm 
few mile s from home, made “Welsh mules”, a cross be- 


VOKKS. John. R, died auddanJy In Spate. 
gOft November 1896. VHli be sadly mtssad 


Up to and including 31/12/98 


1.61% 


an intriguing contrast. In 
Painswick, the grand mer* 


by daughters Chile end Pam and gnindchR- 
dnwLuk*, emroa-Jane and EH ML Funeral 
g_bo arranged, contact AE Smttti, 01793 


sheep “ d ^£^M*i«oee.d«rt,to»d 


1/1/99 onwards 


1.54% 


chants’ houses, beautifully tively new breed, noted as 
fashioned with architraves, good breeders mothers 


Border Lelcesters, are a rela- "teojjotui am mother otjonoman; K*vm 
tively new breed, noted as Royu^iS^. 


pediments, and even Ionic 
columns, and the fine Cots- 


and adaptable to climates and 
conditions .throughout Brit- 


Funend Service lor family end knmedlale 
[ntnda. DunaUora H wtaheB to toe Rato- 
Bwa Assocteflon si 5 Tavistock Place. 
Ureton W1H 9SN. A Memorial Service 
y” fr - early in 8k new year - to oe 

announced. 


Terms & Conditions will be varied accordingly with 
effect from the date above 


wold finish of even the hum- a in- They look at home on our 
Kler dwellings, all speak of marsh, for removed from 


settled rural prosperity in 
times when wool could make 
towns rich. 


hard Welsh bills. 

The younger of two sheep- 
dogs, when we came upon a 


In Memoriain 


Award winning chef Paul 
I tao thcote and 
award-winning Guardian 
Food Ec&tar Matthew Fort 
have joined tomes to 
produce a unique portrait of 
a restaurant, its suppliers and 
hs food. The book is packed 
with fabulous photographs, 
and sensational but ' 
accessible recipes, tnchxfrjff- 

breast of Goosngrgh duckling 
with fondant potatoes, roast 
cod with ’warm' potted., 
shrimps, and glazed rice 
pudding with caramol 
tee-cream and buttareebteh 

CultureShop Freephone 0500 600 102 

Or Bend your otdar wtfi ■ UK chewa payable w-The Quanta! CuhumShep, 

280 Wntem Ammo. London W3 eCE 







The farm in Blackmore peaceful company of sheep. 
Vale, 90 acres of low-lying scattered across a spacious 


pasture, supports a flock of field, unoffidonsly rounding 
320 sheep. Their fleeces will them up into a «vmpar«t drMe 


*552*2; Mortal Oaring CSC FRA, a 
"“rtwWwryfce In cdeDnokxi trf hta m 
^j J l^ , IS«Pour». Covanl Garden, at 
noon on Thursday urn January 1899. 


HSBC is the marketing name of Midland Bank pic 


not create enough wealth to 
cover the cost of shearing. 
They are “Welsh mules", bred 


in one comer. His Instinct did 
not tell him that these were 
ewes running with the ram 


Birthdays 


PtoMa amd rw _ oonw or Rhubarb and Black iPuddlng 

Mr/Mra/Miss — 

DeSvary address. 


for meat, not wool. A lamb and should have been left in 
that fetched £50 three years peace. 


ago fetches £25 today. So you 
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acquisition picture: ofvwam mnura 


Deutsche builds empire 




J1Q TWumor and Lisa 
Buckingham 

E UTS CHE Bank of 
Germany . stQl in- 
tends to daze an 
acquisition trail in 

Europe despite its 

record-breaking $10.1 h tiiinn 
acquisition of the US invest- j 
meat bank. Bankers Trust, an- 
nounced yesterday Even after 
the $9&*share acquisition of 
Bankers Trust, Deutsche’s . 
chief executive, Rolf Breuer; 
said the hank still had the 
funds to pull off a major deal 
in Europe 

Banking analysts believe 
the German hank will now set 
its sights on a target in France 
or Italy The combined 
Deutsche/Bankers Trust will 
already be the world’s biggest 
financial services company 
and its plans to expand in Eu- 
rope will add to the bubble of 
merger speculation dominat- 
ing financial -services compa- 
nies around the wozid. 

Merger speculation has es- 
calated in London since the 
sudden departure of Martin 


Taylor from Barclays where 
he was chief executive. The 
insurance company Pruden- 
tial was last night tipped as 
front- runner to merge with 
the troubled hank. 

Senior fimd managers said 
that Sir Peter Davis, chief ex- 
ecutive of the Prudential, had 
.ambitions to merge with a 
banking organisation .even 
thougtufhe company recently 
said it would not be interested 
in buying a branch network. 
The insurer and the hank al- 
ready share a boardroom con- 
nection in Sir Martin Jacomb, 
Prudential's chairman, who is 
a former chairman of Bar- 
clays’ investment banking 
business, BZW as well as 
being a main board member 

Prudential declined to com- 
ment on the speculation but 
the company has given clear 
signs of its planned strategy 
by holding merger talks with 
NatWest and is thought to 
have the Halifax in its sights. 
Halifax Is Itself regardedns a 
potential partner far Barclays, 
as is Nat West 

However at the first in a se- 
ries of meetings with sharer 


ladders yesterday Barclays' 
two leading executives, chair- 
man Andrew Buxton and the 
acting chief executive, Sir . 
Peter Middleton, refused to ac- 
cept that the bank Is more vul- 


nerable to a takeover The two 
men had offered to meet all in- 
vestors to try to calm fears 
that one of Britain’s biggest 

banks has been permanently 
damaged by recent events. 


7 7 7 " 7 

v 7Y- /. - \ 

*77-7 : r 7"; 77.7^:^-, 

-7 • " 






In Frankfort, Deutsche said 
it would hind the acquisition 
of Bankers Trust — the 
largest-ever takeover of a US 
financial house by a foreign 
company — by selling new 
shares worth 4 billion marks 
(about £L5 billion) as well as 
bonds and Its spare cash. 

In the process of farming 
Deutsche Bankers Trust, 
■scheduled to be completed by 
next May provided it gets the 
necessary approval from regu- 
lators and shareholders, 
Deutsche will spend $1 billion 
in restructuring charges and 
$400 million in "golden hand- 
cuffs” to retain the Bankers 
Trust staff it wants to keep. 

It will shed 5A per cent of 
its workforce, most of the cuts 
in London and New York. Lon- 
don Is expected to lose at least 
3,000 jobk The cuts win be 
spread equally aTnnng fixed- 
income, equities, information 
t echno logy and the banks’s 

central functions. 

The group will cherry-pick 
the “best of breed" from each 
organisation in a move which 
is expected to lead to infight- 
ing. An integration committee 


Sterling takes tumble on rates bet 


FTSE and Dow fall as consumers 
borrow more than expected. 

Mark Atkinson reports 


BhuW 1 ’^ 


F ading hopes of an 
early cut in the core Eu- 
ropean interest rates 
gwit sterling t umbling 
against the German mark on 
the foreign exchanges yester- 
day 

In its biggest one-day fall 
for a month, sterling shed four 
pfennigs to DM2. re as dealers 
concluded that the Bank of 
England’s monetary policy 
committee would be much 
quicker off the mark in lower- 
ing the cost of borrowing. 


Despite ftffjrfaV figures that 
show healthy consumer de- 
mand far credit, the odds in 
the markets were still on an- 
other quarter point cut to EL5 
percent at next week’s meet- 
ing of the MPC. 

UK interest rates have al- 
ready been cut twice since Oc- 
tober; intKaUy by a quarter 
point hut later by a half point 
to ward off the threat of a 
faster than expected slow- 
down in economic growth. 

Even given the prospect of 


lower UK rates, the stock mar- 
ket fell by 100 points to close at 
5745L9 .Analysts blamed profit- 
taking for the slide. 

. At the end of last week, in a 
speech in London, Wlm 
Duisenberg, president of the 
European Central Bank 
damped down growing expec- 1 
tations of a quick cut in rates j 
in the euro-zone when it be- ; 
cranes operational nest 1 
month. 

His comments, repeated In 
a newspaper interview over 
the weekend, boosted the 
strength of the wwrtt against 

flia ilnllaranij thPpnunil 

The pound was also driven 
lower by talk of the Bundes- 
bank selling sterling “as an 
administrative transaction, 1 * 
according to Standard & 


Poor’s market analysis ser- 
vice, MMS International. 

Figures showing UK con- 
sumers borrowed more than 
expected in October foiled to 
dispel expectations far lower 
borrowing costs. UK net con- 
sumer lending - or gross lend- 
ing less debt repayments - fell 1 
to £1.183 billion from a re- 
vised £11251 billion in Septem- , 
ben City economists had 1 
expected consumers to bor- 
row around £1 billion. 

Kevin Partington, econo- 
mist with the Dutch bank 
ABN Amro, said 'the con- 
sumer credit data flew in the 
face of other indicators point- 
ing to tough trading condi- 
tions on the high street. 

"Consistent with our view 
of a soft landing for the econo- 


my next year; these data help 
confirm our suspicion that 
there is more steam in the 
consumer tha n generally ac- 
knowledged,” he said. - 

But other analysts said the 
figures would not deter the 
MPC from cutting interest 
rates next week to stem de- 
clining business confidence. 

Separate Banir of England 
data showed cash in circula- 
tion rose 0.4 per cent In No- 
vember from October and 
per cent from a year ago, in 
line with expectations. 

US stocks fell from records, 
led by computer makers and 
banks, as investors scaled 
back their expectations for 
fourth-quarter profits. The 
Dow Jones Index suffered its 
worst decline since Oct- L 


Allders keeps its lead in the 
march toward recession 


RJB deal gives 
hope to miners 


V 


Roger Cowe 

A LLDERS, the depart- 
ment-store chain, 
yesterday produced 
further evidence of the re- 
cession. The 39-stare com- 
pany; which was the first to 
warn of the retail slump 
when It issued a profits 
warning to August said 
sales over the past two 
months had been almost 
4 per cent down on the cor- 
responding period -last yean 
Harvey Lipstth, the chief 
executive, described busi- 
ness conditions as “ex- 
tremely challenging” and 
said he did not expect any 
improvement until thta 
time next year. •' 
"Consumer confidence is 
still low," he said. "T tWwtc 
we’re in for a pretty tough 
am not anticipating 
any significant improve- 


ment until late in 1999, and 
that is assuming interest . 
rates keep coming down.” 

-But he remains confident 
about thechain’S winter . 
sales, which he said were 





more important for Allders 
than the pre-Christmas pe- 
riod because the product 
range is concentrated on 
“homewares’* rather than 
gift Items. 

“ Whan tim es are tight 
the winter sale can be 
counted on to deliver re- 
sults,” he said. 

Anders said the eight 
weeks since the end of Its 
financial yearln September 
had produced sales 3.7 per 
cent lower than last yeat 

This decline followed a 
steady worsening of the 
sale trend throughout the 
yean In the first six 
months, to the end of 
March, sales grew by 
nearly 7 per cent. But that 
propped to less than 1 per 
cent in the second half of 
the yean and the compari- 
son turned negative in 
.October 


David Gow 

industrial Editor 

T HE fixture of hundreds 
of Midland miners' Jobs 
was secured last night 
when RJB Mining announced 
the. industry's biggest con- 
tract since it was sold by the 
GovenrcneM four years ago. 

The private coal producer 
will be paid £L4 billion over 
the next 10 years by Eastern, 
smallest of the three main fos- 
sil foel ge nera tors, to supply 
five power stations. 

News of the deal to supply 

miUlntn tormg q nf «m1 name 

on the eve of today's an- 
nouncement by John Prescott, 
the deputy prime minister; of 
plans, to revitalise mining 
communities hit by closures. 

RJB hopes similar deals 
will, fallow with PowerGen 
and National Power; from 
which it acquired four coal- 


fired plants two years ago, and 
that these can guarantee the 
jobs of an its WOO miners. 
“This is a big morale- 
booster,” a spokesman said. 

Eastern had agreed to buy 
12 million tonnes between 
April this yean when the old 
British Coal contracts fi nal ly 
expired, and 2001. It has now 
said it will buy an extra 16 
mill i o n tonnes betweeni998 
and 2003. 

The Ipswich-based firm has 
also agreed to buy 21 million 
tonnes between 2003 and 2009 
for its West Burton power sta- 
tion in Notts which is to un- 
dergo a £100 million refit to 
reduce .the sulphur iffonrfifa 

emi s si on s associated with 
much UK coal - 

RJB hopes that this con- 
tract w3L be extended to other 
plants by Eastern which gen- 
erates. about 12 per cent of 
Britain's electricity 


has already begun to sort 
through the possibilities. 
“Cost synergies is one reason 
for this merger; but not the 
most important one,” Mr 
Breuer said. "Bankers Trust 
is a platform on which we 
shall build an opening into the 
US." 

The combined group will 
still fail to match the prowess 
of firms such as Merrill 
Lynch, Goldman Sachs and 
the Swiss hank UBS. Bankers 
warn that Deutsche and 
Bankers Trust, will have, to 
work hard to avoid culture 
clashes as they combine their 
operations. 

Matthew Czepliewicz, 
banking analyst at Salomon 
Smith Barney the US invest- 
ment bank, congratulated 
Deutsche for admitting the 
scale of the job cuts. 

“Having said that, job cuts 
on paper are one thing, in 
practice they are another;” he 
said. Frank Newman, chair- 
man and chief executive of 
Bankers Trust, will become 
the first American to join 
Deutsche Bank's management 
board. 


Power 
group 
looks to 
regions 


David Gow 

Industrial Editor 

B RITISH Energy Bri- 
tain's biggest power 
generator; is stepping 
up its efforts to acquire a re- 
gional electricity company 
after losing out yesterday in 
the battle to take over London 
Electricity 

The nuclear generator saw 
its £1.8 billion bid to acquire 
the capital's two minion elec- 
tricity consumers fan some 
£100 mlTHnn short of a knock- 
out offer from the French 

state-owned company Elec- 
tricite de France, to Loudon’s 
American owners, Entergy It 
paid £L3 billion in February 
1997 and. with tax credits, will 
get £2 billion for London. 

BE. seen within the City as 
losing out too often in high- 
profile bids. Is understood to 
be eyeing other US-owned dis- 
tributors and suppliers. 

It is also keen to buy one of 
the two coal-fired power 
plants put up for sale by rival 
generator PowerGen as the 
price for gaining Government 
approval of its £1.9 billion 
purchase of East Midlands 
electricity company 
Both BE and the City insist- 
ed last night that EdF had 
paid over the odds for London, 
with analysts arguing that the 
state-owned corporation could 

fall foul of a regulatory turf 
war between London and 
Brussels which could block its 
nnrrvnriiHnnal rtffar 

EdF could then be forced to 
resell London, at a loss of up to 
£400 million, perhaps even to 
BE, hut both it and its advis- 
ers, Lehman Brothers, hinted 
that the European Commis- 
sion was the sole competition 
authority to decide on the 
deal 


M aybe Deutsche Bank 

haw fn rniii tte mag irpiTl 

with its $10.1 billion 
purchase of Bankers Trust 
But somehow one doubts it 
The best reason for Deutsche’s 
opportunistic deal is that it 
bridges the Atlantic in a way 
no European Institution has so 
far managed. This gives 
Deutsche and its ambitious 
chief executive, Rolf Brener; 
access to the US clients, distri- 
bution and fund management 
that has eluded overseas insti- 
tutions in the US. 

One has to question 
whether Deutsche Rank has 
the culture or the skill to 
carry this off. Its stewardship 
of Morgan Grenfell has gener- 
ally has been seen as disap- 
pointing, with a frustrated 
maTwgpmw t in Frankfort 
eventually becoming tired of 
the UK investment hank’s en- 
trepreneurial ways and mov- 
ing control back to Germany 
In the case of Bankers 
Trust the difference In culture 
is even more pronounced. One 
only has to look at the third- 
quarter results from Bankers 
Trust, when profits were all 
but wiped out by trading ac- 
tivities, to recognise the dif- 
ference in culture between a 
German institution — protect- 
ed by its industrial sharehold- 
ers in companies such as 
DaimlerChryslen Aside from 
the mammoth task of over- 
hauling the Bankers Trust 
management, Deutsche Rank 
will also have to integrate the 
European investment hanking 

activities of Bankers Trust 
with those of Deutsche, a task 
which eliminates 5,000 jobs in 
Britain and the PS. 

No one should underesti- 
mate the sheer management 
effort required to put in place 
the control and risk systems 
for a a transatlantic invest- 
ment hank. In the market tur- 
moil of this autumn it was the 
best-integrated bouses, like 
Morgan Stanley Dean Witter 
and Goldman Sachs, which 
held up best, while newly 
merged groups like UBS came 
apart at tiie seams. 

One might have thought 
that integrating Bankers 
Trust was enough for anyone 
to attempt But not a bit of it 
Mr Breuer still believes there 
are acquisitions to he made In 
Europe too. The prices may be 
right at present but it would 
he sheer arrogance to imagine 
that Germany’s flagship h ank 
— with its legion of mistakes 
from the Far East to Russia — 
has the necessary skills to 
make a decent fist of it 


Barclays brawl 

N OT that the UK can 
boast the most brilliant 
management skills. The 
more one learns of the transi- 



Fall fools 

B Y tradition, financial 
markets finish the year 

on a high note. But in the 
last trading day of November 
— after a strong autumn per- 
formance in London and New 
York — there were the first 
signs that the “fool's rally” of 
this Fall may be craning to an 
end. This despite the interest- 
rate-cuts on both sides of the 
Atlantic and the return of 
mega-mergers. 

This should not be that sur- 
prising. Earnings reports on 
both sides of the Atlantic, re- 
flecting the fundamentals in 
the economies, continue to be 
disappointing. Moreover, the 
push towards lower interest 
rates appears to be coming to 
a shuddering halt at the doors 
of the European Central 
Bank, with Wlm Duisenberg, 
its president, continuing to 
pooh-pooh the necessity of the 
idea. Here in the UK the 
stronger than expected net 
consumer credit lending fig- 
ures of £12 billion for October 
appear to conflict with evi- 
dence of gloom on the high 
street and may also militate 
against a December interest 
rate cut 

All of this has reinjected 
uncertainty Into the markets. 
Given continued global uncer- 
tainty, this may well be a year 
in which equities finish with a 
whimper rather than a bang. 


1 2,000 jobs may 
go in oil merger 


Dan Atkinson and 
Nicholas Bannister 

T HE MERGER between 
oil groups Exxon and 
Mobil could result in a 
reduction of more than 12,000 
jobs - 10 per cent of the com- 
panies' rnmh ined workforce - 
sources close to the talks said 
yesterday 

Analysts In New York esti- 
mated that the deal, which 
would he the world's biggest 
industrial merger; would re- 
sult in annual cost savings of 
between 82.5 billion and $5 bil- 
lion, dwarfing the $2 billion 
which BP hopes to save as a 
result of its merger with 
Amoco. 

Ex xon and Mobil have 
warned that there Is no guar- 
antee that their merger talks 
will end in success, but ana- 
lysts believe that the compa- 
nies will announce an agreed 
deal later this week. They be- 
lieve that Exxon will have to 
offer at least $so billion (£48 
billion) to win the backing of 
the Mobil board. 

Last night oil prices 
teetered a few cents above 
free-fall in the wake of last 
week's failed summit of the 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (Opec). 
With Brent crude at about 
$10.68 a barrel for delivery in a 
month, analysts feared there 
was nothing to stop it crash- 
ing through into Single fig- 


ures. “We're clutching at 
straws," said one analyst, who 
suggested only a bitterly cold 
winter in North America or 
“obviously a war” would do 
anything to stop the oil- price 
slide. But motorists and in- 
dustry will continue to pay 
high prices thanks to heavy 
“green taxes". 

Opec’s Vienna summit last 
week failed to agree what 
would have been the third 
package of production cuts 
this yean The previous two 
hacked 2.6 million barrels a 
day out of Opec production, 
and members complied with 
the cuts about 80 per cent of 
the time. This ought to have 
boosted prices, but the eco- 
nomic meltdown in the Far 
East cut the ground from be- 
neath Opec’s feet. Only Libya 
is thought to have voted for a 
; third round of cuts. 

As a result, traders yester- 
day marked prices down to 
their lowest levels in nearly 
three decades. The important 
$10.64 support price was 
breached at one point, leading 
pessimists to conclude that oil 
was diving into single figures. 

Meanwhile Shell and Texa- 
co announced yesterday that 
talks on a tie-up of their Euro- 
pean marke tin g flftd manufac- 
turing activities had been 
called off They said it had be- 
come dear that shareholders 
would reap no extra value 
from the plan. 
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Women working for the Post Office are being bullied by resentful male colleagues 


Th* Guardian Tuesday December 1 1998 


Return to 
gender 


Mark Atkinson, Economics 
Correspondent 

C hauvinistic 

male postal wor- 
kers are waging A 
cam paign of intim- 

Idation against fe- 
male colleagues whom they 
blame for rapidly changing 
working practices, according 
to government-funded re- 
search published today 

With the Royal Mail gradu- 
ally switching from old-fash- 
ioned, city-centre sorting 
offices to automated out-of- 
town processing centres that 
place a premium on keyboard 
s kills rather than manual 
labour many more women are 
being recruited to fill part- , 
time and temporary posts. 1 
But traditional male sort- 
ing-office workers are using 
them as scapegoats for techno- 
logical and organisational . 
changes designed to make the 1 
Post Office more flexible and 
efficient, says the report. 

In particular the men 
blame the women for their 
loss of overtime. They take 
out their resentment by sub- 
jecting the women to sexist 
and boorish behaviour 

The picture of gender rival- 
ry emerges from a study by re- 
searchers from Cardiff and 
Leeds universities who Inter- 
viewed Royal Mall staff at all 
levels between 1995 and 1997 at 

four unidentified sorting of- 
fices. 

The interviews uncovered a 
deeply masculine workplace 
culture at the traditional sort- 
ing office which was visited. 

“It was cramped; workers 
were dosely huddled together 
In confined working condi- 
tions; it was dirty dark and 
very noisy” says the research, 
funded by the Economic and 
Social Research CoimciL 
“The physical proximity be- 
tween workers bred an envi- 
ronment that was saturated 
with the culture of masculini- 


ty; the men shouted, laughed 
and sang loudly across the 
i floor Much of the talk was 
highly sexualised, and it was 
apparent that this was culti- 
vated to create little doubt 
that this was their environ- 
ment 

“There was evidence of 
'game playing' with consider- 
able time spent dodging work, 
escaping for a cigarette, wan- 
dering around the large multi- 
floor building and (allegedly) 

sloping off to the pub during 


Post feminist 


Ruths "I had all the seedst re- 
marks. You know, 'You should be 
at home in the kitchen. 1 

■| mean. I reaSy am a strong 
person and I found it very hard. It 
nearly cracked me.* 

Fionas a A lot of the men don't 
approve of women being here. 
They think that if the women can t 
Bft the bags then they shouldn't 
be here- 

*1 used to unload the lorries 
and the men Just stood tafidng 
while I untoadod the whole lorry all 
on my own. I tNnk their attitude 
was, if you want the job you can 
doit" 

Katrina: “It started when 1 
couldn't move [from my work- 
station] and my glasses wcxid be 
gone, they'd move my handbag, 
my shoes would go. 

"One right they tied my hand- 
bag to the frame and when It 
came to go home I couldn't leave 
because I couldn't get my bag 
loose. Itfs irritating things Bke 
that* 


Vanessa: “At the beginning, they 
[supervisors] separated us if we 
talked, then they got used to us 
aid the boss would let us stay to- 
gether. But we were not afraid to 
answer back. We Just said, 'No, 
it's not on. 

"You can't spfit us up for talking 
when everybody talks.’" 


shifts.” In this tnflrhn environ- 
ment, the women interviewed 
said they felt intimidated and 
marginalised. 

The isolation of the women 
was compounded by some 
managers and trade union of- 
ficials who took the same 
stance as the male sorters, say 
the researchers Dr Mike Noon ; 
and Sarah Jenkins, of Cardiff | 
Business School, and Dr | 
Miguel Martinez Lucia, erf 
Leeds University Business 
School. 

In contrast to the old-fash- 
ioned sorting office, the new 
automated centres were much 
more comfortable working en- 
vironments and many of the 
staff were adapting wen to 
new more flexible working 
practices. 

Others saw change as a 
threat to job security In an in- 
creasingly casualised and 
feminised industry 

The researchers question 
whether management, in its 
drive for increased productivi- 
ty is doing enough to change 
the male dominated culture. 

A Royal Mall spokesman 
said: “We are . very surprised 
at the finding s of this re- 
search because it is, quite 
frankly ludicrous to suggest 
that female workers are not 
welcome in the Royal MaiL 

“The finding * of this re- 
port, which by Its own admis- 
sion relates to the mid-1990s 
and Is based on just 200 inter- 
views, are entirely unrepre- 
sentative of the views of the 
overwhelming majority of the 
Royal Mall's 165,000 employ- 
ees. 

“The Royal Mail has an 
equal opportunities policy 
that is second to none The 
Royal Mail has a stringent 
code of -conduct which insists 
that all employees honour and 
respect their colleagues, re- 
gardless of gender; race, age 
and disability ” 



Mail chauvinism-. More women now work In sorting offices and some men don't like It 


China may help rescue Siemens’ troubled lyneside plant 


Peter Heathen ngton. 
Regional Affairs 
correspondent 

A N ELEVENTH-hour bid 
to save the threatened 
Siemens semi-conduc- 
tor plant near Newcastle Upon 
Tyne was gaining momentum 


last night as the German elec- 
tronics group unexpectedly 
halted the decommissioning 
of the £1 billion complex. 

With production due to end 
last night. In preparation for 
final closure by the end of the 
yean hopes of a joint venture 
between Siemens and an un- 


named Chinese telecommuni- 
cations company were rising. 

Since Siemens announced 
the closure in the summer; 
blaming overcapacity in the 
semi-conductor* market and 
rapidly falling prices, a task 
force headed by Peter Mandel- 
son’s Department of Trade 


and Industry has been work- 
ing overtime to save the plant, 
opened barely two years ago. 
Si emens sources Indicated 
last night that the Prime Min- 
ister; Tony Blair — whose own 
North-east constituency has 
been hit by the closure of the 
Fujitsu microchip plant — 


played a leading role lot. 
sewing up a possible deal dur- 
ing a recent visit to China. 

Siemens personnel director 
at the North Tyneside plant. 
Hew Avis, confirmed that 
scheduled decommissioning 
of fectory equipment had 
been put on hrdd pending ne- 


gotiations. But he declined to 
coniunent on potential bids or 
partners. 

He said, si gnificant ly, that 
the company was cautiously 
optimistic about the fixture of 
the plant. 

Sources close to the Gov- 
ernment indicated that minis- 


PHOTOGRAPH UAGKJE CHAPMAN 


ters could he on the point of 
making an official announce- 
ment, although a final agree- 
ment with a partner has still 
to be signed. 

Over the past few months 
staff have been leaving the 
plant after taking redundancy 
and only 600 now remain. 


News Inbrief: 

LaughtonV 
last bow 

UNITED News & Media PLC 


UNITED News* Media PLC - 
said Roger Laughton wffihe : 

retiring as CEO of United 1 . 
Broadcasting ds Entertain*' 
ment at Easter next year twit 
stays on the board a* anan-e*. 
ecutlve director. He win head 
Media Arts and CommmUea- ■■ 
tions at Bournemouth Uaiv^r. - 
sity Malcolm Waffwfll . 
succeed Laughton as CEO of 
United next Bastes y v:; 

400 jobs to 
go at Rugby 

RUGBY Groupi the building - 
materials company is to dose 

its joinery factories triDao- 

caster and Gloucester wife 
the Ukefy fees of op to <UI6 ~ : 
jobs. 

News of the closures w^B 
accompanied by a profits *. 
warning, which left the crap - 
party’s shares 5JSp down at- - 
82Jip. The UK Joinery bug- • 
ness has been disappointing, 
with volumes running wall 
below expectations,'' the com-, 
panysaid. ' r . 

FSA issues; 
Lloyd’s plans 

THE Financial Services 
Authority yesterday Issued 
proposals for regulating 
Lloyd's insurance market to . 
provide its investors — 60 per 
cent of whom are now corpo- 
rate — with the same level of 
protection available to other 

policyholders. Lloyd’s said the 
proposals provided a template 
for how the market should be 
controlled. 

Ford cutback 
to continue 

FORD’S Dagenham car plant 
is to continue with fourday-o- 
week production because of 
poor demand on the Contir . 
nent. The company; which had 
planned a return to full pro* . 
duetton after Christina* said - 
the situation would be evalu- 
ated “on an ongoing basis”. 
Employees will be switched to 
training or maintenance on 
non-production days. 

New deputy 
for Guardian 

CAROLYN McCall was yester- 
day named deputy managing - - 
director of Guardian Newspa- 
pers. Ms McCall, who is also 
commercial director of - the .... 
company will work with man- 
aging director Caroline Mar- 
land to steer the Guardian and 
the Observer through changes 
including more colour pages 
and three new sections for the 
Observer 
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Smokers puff more - on black market 




Imperial’s profits are still on 
the up. Dan Atkinson reports 


T he roaring cross- 
Channel blade market 
in smuggled tobacco 
may mean cigarette con- 
sumption is actually on the 
increase in Britain, despite 
official figures showing a 7 
per cent drop daring the 
last 12 months, the huge 
Imperial group claimed 
yesterday. Chief Executive 
Gareth Davis said three out 
of every four hand-rolled 
cigarettes smoked in the I 
UK are likely to have ortgl- 1 
nated on the Continent. 

Imperial — best-known 
for such brands as Lambert 
& Butler; John Player Spe- 
cial, Embassy and Regal — 
promised vigorous legal 
resistance to European 


Union attempt to ban tobac- 
co advertising and said it 
intended also to see off 
courtroom moves in Britain 
and Ireland to seek dam- 
ages for smoking-rel-ated 
illnesses. 

On another of the many 
political and legal chal- 
lenges facing the industry. 
Imperial said it hoped for a 
Last-minute reprieve for 
duty-free shopping inside 
the EU Without such a stay 
of execution, Imperial pre- 
dicted. a fifth of current 
duty-free cigarette sales 
would disappear into the 
legitimate and illegitimate 
cross-Channel trade. 

Despite its difficulties at 
home. Imperial — spun off 


from the Hanson empire in 
October 1996 — pushed pre- 
tax profits In the year to 
September 30 from 
£307 million to £325 mil- 
lion with annnal turnover 
up 4 per cent at £4.03 bil- 
lion. British operating prof- 
its rose just 2 per cent, j 
barely level with inflation, 
but overseas earnings rose 
48 per cent 

Mr Davis confirmed what 
has long been suspected, 
that Imperial manages to 
recapture some of the prof- 
its lost on the home market 
by increasing deliveries to 
sellers on the Continent 
who promptly sell on to 
British consumers. This is 
particularly true of band- 
rolling tobacco, which is 
the easiest to smuggle. 

Mr Davis said: "The vast 
majority of our Golden Vir- 
ginia exports to Belgium 


Housing market at standstill 


Patrick Collingon 

T HE PROPERTY market 
has slowed to a near 
standstill, with house 
prices in November just Q.l* 
per cent higher than in Octo- 
ber, according to figures from 
Nationwide Building Society 
released yesterday 
A year ago house price infla- 
tion was running at 13 per 
cent per annum, but has now 
dropped to 6.9 per cent with ■ 
most of the fell occuring since j 
the worldwide financial panic | 
In August. If figures for the 
last three months are annu- 
alised, prices are rising by 
Just 0.7 per cent Next year 
price rises will barely match 


inflation, says the society 
which forecasts increases of 
just 2-3 per cent 

The slowdown will be great- 
est in the London region, with 
prices holding up best in the 
Midlands and North. But a re- 
turn to the house price slump 
erf the early 1990s is not on the 
cards, says Nationwide. Out- 
side of London and the South 
east markets are not over- 
heated. affordability is stiff 
good, and there are bargain 
lending rates available. 

London is overpriced but the 
rest of the country is more In 
equilibrium, it says, adding 
that .house sales continue to 
fall and are about 8 per cent 
lower than during the sum- 


mer The average house price 
is now £66,150, compared with 
£61,879 a year ago. but below 
the peak of £66.654 of July 
London estate agent Kinleigh 
Folkard & Hayward says It has 
'already seal price fells of 
around 10-15 per cent in previ- 
ously booming areas such as 
Islington. Sellers are now set- 
ting lower asking prices to- 
match recent falls, it adds. 
Nationwide says that it does 
not expect a rerun of the ar- 
rears and repossessions crisis 
of the early L990s. People are 
not so highly geared that they 
can’t afford to repay Loans, es- 
pecially as interest rates have 
come down and are expected 
to fen again next yean" 


More jobs endangered at acquisitive Vickers 


Terry MaeaUster 
and Pavtd Qcw 

H undreds of more jobs at 
Vickers were at risk last 
night after the defence and 
propulsion firm bought a Nor- 
wegian marine engineer for 
£304 million and said there 
were considerable overlaps in 
tiie two businesses. 

Most at risk are employees 
working for Brown Brothers 
In Edinburgh but Vickers 


Chief executive Paul Buysse 
insisted there were opportuni- 
ties for expanding the entire 
business. 

Vickers' defence arm is in 
the middle of a rationalisa- 
tion which will see 1,136 de- 
fence jobs going over 15 
months as the Army’s order 
for 386 Challenger 2 taming 
runs down. 

Yesterday’s move prompted 
i mme diate speculation that 1 
Vickers would soon put its ar- j 
moured vehicles division. 


struggling to survive in an 
overcrowded market, up for 
sale In order to concentrate on 
marine propulsion. 

Vickers executives denied 
this but company officials 
confirmed that it was engaged 
in talks with a number of 
other European companies 
about strategic affiances. 

Vickers shares fell last 
night as analysts saw it as a 
less promising takeover vic- 
tim itself without its cash re- 
serves. 


come back.” In addition, he 
confirmed that Imperial’s 
Drum hand-rolling brand, 
which is not officially on 
sale in this country, may be 
Britain's third most popu- 
lar brand. 

The loser, he said, was the 
British Government, which 
forfeits tax that would have 
been paid here. British to- 
bacconists and other retail- 
ers also lose out. 

Along with other big to- : 
bacco groups. Imperial Is a 
target for both legal and po- 
litical action. It shuns the 
US market to avoid litiga- 
tion in that country. 

The group has four mar- 
ket leaders in the UK: Lam- 
bert & Butler cigarettes. 
Golden Virginia hand- 
railing tobacco, St Brnno 
ready-rubbed pipe tobacco 
and Kzla Green cigarette 
papers. 


Air Traffic 
Control 
sale delay 


Keith Harper 
Transport Editor 


T HE opening of the trou- 
ble-plagued £1 billion 
national air traffic con- 
trol centre will be delayed for 
another yean until the winter 
of 2002-3, in spite of Govern- 
ment assurances to the con- 
trary it emerged last night 
Air traffic control staff 
have been told by senior man- 
agers that an announcement 
by the Government that the 
centre at Swanwick, Hamp- 
shire, should open early in 
2002 is optimistic. They do not 
think this will give them suffi- 
cient time to test the centre's 
new software. 

The news will embarrass 
ministers, who want to sell 51 
per cent of the national ^ 
traffic service. The delay wifl 
almost certainly stop the Gov- 
ernment privatising the cen- 
tre before the election. 

Swanwick Is required to 
handle the increase in air traf- 
fic over Britain, but the cur- 
rent centre at West Drayton 
can cope until early next 
decade and the Department of 
Transport says there is no 
additional risk to travellers. 
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Racing 

Big 

guns 
line up 
fora 
classic 

Chris Hawkins on 
what could be 
a bold move from 
Suny Bay's camp 


S UNYBAY and Escarte- 
figue, first and second 
at Haydock Park last 
month, may clash again, in 
Saturday’s Rehearsal 
Chase at Chepstow which, 
if aU nine entries stand 
their ground, could be one 
of the best steeplechases of 
the season so for. 

Simon Sherwood has not 
finally committed Sony 
Bay to the fray as he has 
Hu* Tommy Whittle nhagc 
at Haydock a week later as 
an option but, with his grey 
in such good form, he may 
even decide to take in both. 

Escartefigue is also 
entered at Sandown Park 
on Saturday and David 
Nicholson says his six-year- 
old will ran wherever the 
ground is better. 

Sony Bay has top weight 
of list 121b in the 
Rehearsal Chase, a limited 
handicap, and would be 
required to concede 81b to 
Escartefigue, having given 
him 4lb and a five-length 
beating at Haydock. 

Also entered for the race 
is See More Business, last 
year’s winner who has list 
101b. He finished fourth to 
Sxmy Bay in the recent Hay- 



Take five . . . Warren Marston dears the final flight on his way to victory on the ill-fhted Neltegrity at Worcester 


dock contest when three 
Jumping errors contributed 
to his defeat. He was beaten 
Just over six lengths and, 
meeting Suny Bay on 4Th 
better terms, would have 
every fJhrat««B of pHniwg his 
revenge, particularly as he 
will now be fitter. 

Christopher Mordannt, 
the soon-to-retire senior 
National Hunt h an di cap- 
per. expects to raise the 
Hennessy winner Teeton 
Mill by 14 or even 151b in 


fixture handicaps. The grey 
won with plenty in hand off 
what turned oat to be a 
very favourable mark at 
Newbury and such a rise is 
only to be expected. 

“I was very impressed 
with him.” said Mordannt. 
"But it is the age-old story 
which I am relieved to be 
walking away from shortly: 
How can I he fair without 
seeming to want to stop 
him winning another race? 

. “The whole situation now 


starts to change fbr Teeton 
MOL He is climbing the lad- 
der and reminds me of One 
Man when he won the 
Hennessy.” 

Although Teeton Mill Is a 
nine-year-old he has only 
just come on the scene. The 
han dicapper has a lot of 
catching up to do as Vene- 
tia Williams’ chaser proba- 
bly has plenty of improve- 
ment in him yet. 

The original plan to go 
for the Grand National 


with him could be scup- 
pered by the handicapper, 
however, and placing Tee- 
ton Mill will be tricky for 
his trainer in fixture. 

If instead of taking in an- 
other handicap he were to 
go straight for the King 
George VI Chase at Kemp- 
ton and finish close up in 
the first three, he conld 
very quickly find himself 
near the top of the ratings. 

Mordannt, a mild-man- 
nered man who has coped 
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well with the ire of trainers 
over the seasons, will be 
retiring at the torn of the 
year and will be succeeded 
by Philip Smith, a former 
maths teacher who has 
been a handicapper for five 
years and was formerly res- 
ponsible for rating sprint- 
ers cm the Flat 
Make A Stand, winner of 
the 1997 Champion Hurdle 
and nine of his 13 races, 
will not ran this season, 
says owner Peter DeaL 
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American Football 


Record-man 
Marino eyes 
greater prize 


Mark Tran In New York 


AN MARINO makes up 
ibr never having won a 
Super Bowl ring by 
breaking one NFL record 
after another. In leading the 
Miami Dolphins to a 30-10 
victory over the New Orleans 
Saints, the quarterback be- 
came the first player to throw 
400 touchdowns. 

Marino holds 24 records 
and shar es seven others. He Is 
the career leader in passing 
attempts, completions and 
yardage, although he would 
happily trade them all for just 
one Super Bowl victory. 

His 400th TD pass came in 
the first play of the fourth 
quarter. It was not one of his 
more spectacular long passes 
but It showed his trademark 
quick release. Dropping back 
quickly, he cocked his arm 
and zipped the ball to OJ 
McDuffie on the right sideline 
and the receiver squeezed 
into the end zone for a seven- 
yard TD. 

McDuffie caught all three of 
Marino’s TD passes and it 
was the first time this season 
the quarterback has thrown 
that many in one game, as 
Miami under their coach 
Jimmy Johnson rely more on 
the running game. 

“Four hundred touchdown 
passes is a lot of touchdown 
passes," said Marino, who 
has had 59 three-TD games in 
his career. “But winning 
games is "the most important 
thing." 

Miami’s home win against 
the Saints kept them in the 
hunt ibr Marino's first Super 
BowL The Dolphins (8-4) are 
tied for first place in the AFC 
Bast with the New York Jets, 
who thrashed the struggling 


Carolina Panthers 48-21. 

Miami's offensive line pro- 
tected Marino superbly, de- 
priving the Saints of a sack 
for the first time in 61 games, 
ending the third-longest 
streak in NFL history. 

The Dolphins showed no 
lasting effects from losing in 
the last seconds to the New 
England Patriots last week, 
when Drew Bledsoe found 
Shawn Jefferson for a TD 
with only 29 seconds left. The 
Patriots lived dangerously 
again on Sunday, this time 
against the Buffalo Bills. 
Bledsoe, playing with a frac- 
tured right index linger from 
last week’s game, threw the 
winning one-yard TD to Ben 
Coates with no time left. 

The Patriots' last-gasp 
drive contained two disputed 
calls. Buflhlo claimed Jeffer- 
son was out of bounds on a 10- 
yard catch that gave the Pat- 
riots a first down at the 
Buffalo 26. And the Bills were 
even more livid about a pass- 
interference call In the end 
zone which allowed the Patri- 
ots (me more play and Bled- 
soe's dramatic strike. The Bills 
trooped off in protest allowing 
the Patriots an unopposed two- 
point conversion as Adam Vln- 
atieri ran the ball in. 

"Well, the officials gave 
them the game." said Buffa- 
lo's coach Wade Phillips of 
his decision to pull his team 
off. "They might as well give 
them the extra point." The 
Patriots won 25-21. making 
for a four-way battle for the 
AFC East between them- 
selves, the Dolphins, the Jets 
and the Bills. 

The Denver Broncos be- 
came only the fourth team in 
NFL history to hold a 12-0 re- 
cord after beating the San 
Diego Chargers 31-16. 
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Sad Marston 

W ARREN Marston experi- 
enced the highs and lows 
of jump racing when panner- 
ing a double on Time For A 
Glass and Neltegrity at 
Worcester yesterday. 

Neltegrity had to battle for 
success in the Tote Handicap 
Hurdle, then collapsed and 
died when walking back in 
front of the stands. "I think 
he had a haemorrhage." said 
a distraught Marston. 
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Australia v England: second Test, third day 


Ashes sackcloth for battered England 


Mike Seivey sees Stewart’s underachievers 
beaten by own-goals before half-time in Perth 


A ustralia won the 
second Test yester- 
day just as they had 
seemed destined to 
do since the opening salvo put 
England on the canvas. Hav- 
ing bowled England out for 
191 in the second innings, 

they required only 64 to win 

and managed it by seven 
wickets. The game finished 
1 Vi hours after lunch, near 
enough halfway through the 
scheduled contest goodness 
knows what the cost in lost 
contracts will be to the 
ground authority. 

In the end it was the Waugh 
twins Mark and Steve who 
saw their side home but not 
before Darren Gough, Alan 
M nllall y and Alex Tudor had 
given the opposition some- 
thing to ponder before the 
third Test begins in Adelaide 
on Friday week. 

Each took a wicket as Aus- 
tralia slumped to 36 for three, 
and prompted the question as 
to what might have happened 
had England batted better in 
the first innin gs, held catches 
— another went down yester- 1 
day, makin g li) in the series | 
— and made another hundred 
runs in the second. ! 

Mark Ramprakash and , 
Graeme Hick had taken their 
sixth-wicket partnership to 
91, the highest of the match, 
before Hick was caught at 
third slip off Jason Gillespie's 
third ball of the day for 68, the 
game's top score. 

Gillespie then embarked on 
a mopping-up exercise that 

Saw him finish off the inning s 

with a spell of four wickets 
for one run in six deliveries, 
giving him live for 88 in all, 
which was quite a comeback 
after his mauling by Hick on 
Sunday evening. 

While the tail collapsed 
ignominiously in the face of 
some fiery bowling, Rampra- 
kash held firm and after 4/i 
hours had reached 47 not out 
when Mullally. a batsman try- 
ing hard to make Glenn 
McGrath seem like Sachin 
Tendulkar by comparison, 
backed away timidly and was 
bowled by a full toss. 

So the psychological and ac- 
tual advantage rests with Aus- 
tralia, who will move on to Ad- 
elaide knowing that, as the 
holders, one more win would 
secure them the Ashes for two 
more years, whereas England 
need to win two of the last 
three games and avoid defeat 
in the other: and they know 
that the two venues Australia 
feared would be the most diffi- 
cult for them are gone. 

England can take some com- 
fort from the fact that the 
series is following a pattern 
not unlike that last summer 
when they came from behind 
to snatch a series win over 
South Africa. It is not impossi- 
ble that they will do the same 
again, just extremely unlikely. 

After the match Alec Stew- 
art, England's captain, said the 
batting in the first innings bad 
held the key to the game. “It 
was a good pitch," be felt, “al- 


! though it was slightly damp on 
the first day. Glenn McGraih 
and Damien Fleming were out- 
standing bowlers but we did 
□ot help ourselves. 

‘This is a unique ground 
and the extra pace and 
bounce got some out But we 
were playing at balls in areas 
outside off stump from where 
you can let them go. Those 

that know the ground even let 
straight balls go because they 
trust the bounce. Overall it is 
one of the poorest first-in- 
nings performances l can 
remember." 

However. Stewart confessed 
that had England rather than 
Australia won the toss then in 
all probability be would have 
opted to bat first in any case, 
“and that would have been 
the wrong decision”. But all 
the portents pointed to that 
being the right thing to do. 


Scoreboard 


ENGLAND 
First Innings 

U A Butcfigr c Healy b Flaming — ,_ O 

M A Atherton c Healy b McOraUi 1 

N Hussain C Healy D McGrath 8 

1A J Siowan b McGrsm 38 

M R Ramprakash c Taylor b Fleming as 
J P Crawley c M E Waugh b GUleapla 4 

G A Hick c Healy b Gillespie O 

D G Cork 1 Taylor b Fleming 8 

A J Tudor nd out 48 

D Gough c M E Waugh b naming . — . 11 

A 0 Mullally c Healy b Fleming o 

Extras (Ibi wS. nbS) C 


Total (39 overs) .... 118 

Ml of wkdkatai 2, 4. 18. 62. 74, 74. ffl. 90. 
108. 

BMhv McGroai 18-4-37-3-. Fleming 
14-3-46-6; Gillespie 7-0-23-2; Millar 
2-O-4-0 


"M A Taylor c Stewart b Cork 81 

M J SialeT c Butchar b Gough 34 

J L Langer c Crawley b Ramprakash IS 

M E Waugh c Butchar b Tudor _ 38 

JNGiliespiacSiowartb Mullally — 11 

S R Waugh b Tudor S3 

R T Pontlng c Slawart b Tudor 11 

+1 A Healy Ibw b Gough 12 

0 W Fleming c Hick b Gough O 

CR Millar not out 3 

G 0 McGrath c Cork b Tudor .... — 0 


Extras [bl.lbio, nbi3)._ 24 


Total (83.2 OvttS) 240 

FaBotwtakaton B1. 115. 138, 165.208, 

214. 22a. 226. 239. 

Bswhg Gough 25-0-43-3: Cork 
21-5-48-1; Tudor 202-5-89-4; Mullally • 
21-10-36-1; Rarnprakasn 2-0-12-1. 


M A Butcher c Pontlng B Flaming 1 

M A Atherton c Taylor b Fleming 36 

N Hussain Jbw b Flaming 1 

TA J Stewart c Taytor b naming O 

U H Ramprakash not out 47 

J P Crawley c Longer b Millar 18 

G A Hick c Pontlng b Gillespie — 08 

D □ Cork Ibw b Gillespie 16 

A J Tudor c Healy b Gillespie O 

0 Gough Ibw b Gillespie O 

A D Mullally b Gillespie O 

Extras (nbS) 8 


Total (702 overs).-, ...... 181 

Mofwlahalw5.il. 15.40.67. 156. 188. 
188. 188. 

P ow hi HE McGrath 26-10-47-0 Fleming 
19-7-45-4; Gillespie 102-2-68-5; Millar 
10-4-11-1. 


AUSTRALIA 
B o we l tan h m a 

M J Staler cS D Gough 

*M A Taylor c Hick bMullaBy 
JL Longer c Atherton b Tudor -. — 

M E Waugh not out 

SR Waugh not out 

Extras <103. nb2) 


Total (tor 3. 23 overs) 84 

M of wickets 16. 24. 36. 

Did not bat: R T Pontlng, ft A Heely. D W 
Fleming, j n GUlespiei C R Miller. G 0 
McGrath 

P owtfa y Gough 9-S-1B-1; Mullally 
3-0-24- 1; Tudor 6-0- 18-1. 

MiwrironDJ Harper and S 
vankautraghavan. 


Australia ma by 1 


and Mark Taylor's decision to 
do otherwise seems to have 
been a brilliant combination 
of experience and intuition, 
rather than the exercise in 
post-Gabba psychology that 
some would postulate. 

Tt was a 50-50 thing," said 
Taylor. “The local boys Geoff 
Marsh, Tom Moody and Justin 
Langer, who know the place 
pretty well, all thought we 
should have a bat But this is a 
new Perth pitch and I thought 
it hari a bit of grass on it and, 
significantly, no cracks. 

“So fraHHng last and Phasing 

say 250 would be no more dif- 
ficult than getting 250 in the 
first innings, especially as 
there were no high tempera- 
tures forecast to really crack 
the surface up. The pitch ac- 
tually got better, especially 
when. the new ball had gone. 
It always was a new-baU pitch 
for the bowlers." 

Tfri gl ftnri began the day on 
126 for five, two runs shy of an 
inning* defeat Airline sched- 
ules were being scanned, hotel : 
bookings checked. But such 
had been the exhilaration of 
Hick's batting on the previous 
evening that thoughts had 
turned to 1981 and another i 
game turned by counter-attack 
When there was nothing to 
lose. This time it was not to he. 

Hick's fluency was not 
quite what it had been and al- 
though he rattled along, 
reaching his half-century 
from only 54 balls, boundaries 
were becoming more involun- 
tary. Finally, after 40 min- 
utes' play, Gillespie replaced 
McGrath at the River End and 
made the breakthrough, as 
Hick, like many of his team- 
mates, tried to force off the 
back foot and edged to Ricky 
Pouting at third slip. 

Hick’s innings was a genu- 
ine door-die effort from a fel- 
low in his seventh Test rein- 
carnation and batting at No. 7 
who, having dropped a couple 
of catches and made a second- 
ball nought in the first in- 
nings, believed there was lit- 
tle to lose and everything to 
gain from going down with all 
guns blazing. 

In so doing he may just 
have saved his Test career 
a gain. Due to go home this 
week, bad Graham Thorpe’s 
back not given up cm him , he 
will now stay with the party 
for the rest of the winter. 

Meanwhile Ramprakash 
had been doing what he now 
does regularly, which is to oc- 
cupy the crease and gather 
runs assiduously and in no 
great haste, like a keen philat- 
elist collecting stamps at auc- 
tion rather than in a ram-raid 
on a post office. 

The loss of Hick signalled 
the beginning of the end. how- 
ever. Dominic Cork hung 
around for 45 minutes, taking 
a blow over his left eye for his 
trouble, but he went Ibw, 
Tudor was caught at the 
wicket two balls later, Gough 
was another Ibw victim next 
ball and Mullally surrendered 
abjectly. 



Down and nearly out for the count . . . Darren Gongh hits the dedr in his eagerness to avoid the inevitability of defeat in Perth photograph Laurence grfrths 


Tudor blend gives Stewart options 


Paul Aflott in Perth on the positives that 
emerged from England’s crushing defeat 


T HIS truncated Perth 
Test has been a de- 
light. for the bowlers 
of both sides. It has, 
through its 2*/x days. Seen 
the emergence and resur- 
gence of bowling talent in 
the England and Australia 
ranks, and the quality hag 
been exceptional. 

For England, who showed 
some fight in their defeat, 
the Impact of Alex Tudor 
may prove to be the high- 
light of the tour. Five wick- 
ets in the match tells only 
half the story; his line and 
composure were brilliant 
and he must now play In 
the rest of the series, with 
Darren Gough and Alan 
Mullally in support. 

Any thought on the part 
of the selectors that Tudor 
is a one-match pick must be 
dispelled Immediately, be- 
cause his presence Is de- 


manded by team-mates and 
spectators alike. Quite sim- 
ply he gives England an ad- 
'ditional attacking edge. 

The tourists will have 
learned here the impor- 
tance of bowling strategy. 
At last, in Australia's 
second innings, Alec Stew- 
art found exactly the right 
balance as Mnllally and 
Gough took the new balL 
Horses for courses may 
have been the original se- 
lectortal doctrine but the 
use of those resources is so 
important and the blend 
was seen to work. 

England’s bowling suc- 
cesses in this Test will obvi- 
ously be tempered by the 
loss of the match and, al- 
though Australia will point 
to their first-innings total 
of 240 as of great signifi- 
cance in their victory, it 
was their bowlers who did 


the Initial dflmag i* from 
which there was no escape 
for England. 

Australia’s selectors 
must be congratulated. 
They faced a fierce res- 
ponse from their media for 
leaving out Stuart MacGill, 
the leg-spinner, after, his 
success in the first Test in 
Brisbane but were proved 
to be spot-on in their 
choices for Perth, 

There were several per- 
formances to encourage the 
Australians, notably that of 
Jason Gillespie. He is ac- 
knowledged to be the 
quickest bowler in Austra- 
lia but has been missing 
from the national side for 
16 months with persistent 
back problems. But because 
he is test he seems to have 
developed a knack of tak- 
ing wickets in electrifying, 
staccato bursts. 

John Crawley and 
Graeme Hick went in the 
space of three balls in the 
first Innings but it was Gil- 
lespie’s ruthless extin- 


guishing of the tail on the 
third morning which 
finally put an end to Eng- 
land’s resistance. 

He took four wickets for 
one run in six balls, a sta- 
tistic made all the more 
remarkable by the fact that 
he had been treated sav- 
agely by Hick the previous 
evening,, when his analysis' 
stood at the unremarkable 
no wickets for 69 from nine 
overs. 

Gillespie is still only 22 
years old but he has 
learned much In his short 


career. His delight at Hick’s 
wicket in his first over of 


wicket In his first over of 
yesterday morning was un- 
bounded. Revenge was 
sweet. If England can say 
they have discovered 
Tudor, then Australia will 
claim to have resurrected 
Gillespie. 

Perhaps more remarkable 
than Gillespie’s r e turn was 
the fact that nine of Eng- 
land's wickets fell to 
Damien Fleming. England’s 
assessment of him after 


Brisbane was that he was 
just a dobber, a throw-down 
merchant who would cause 
about as much trouble as a 
Western Australian fly. 

He bowled superbly. Off a 
short run he generated 
good pace and was never off 
line, and his use of the new 
ball was an object lesson 
for any aspiring young 
bowler. Quite rightly he 
was named Man of the 
Match. 

Watching, waiting in the 
wings was Glenn McGrath. 
He had a quiet time in 
terms of wickets, with only 
three in the match and 
Michael Atherton only 
once, but he never stopped 
probing and he will be a 
menace again soon. 

England are one down 
but Perth has given us the 
prospect of an exquisite 
battle between these six 
fast bowlers for the remain- 
der of the series. Unfortu- 
nately, if England's bats- 
men do not improve there 
will be only one winner. 


Pakistan v Zimbabwe: first Test 


South Africa v West Indies: first Test 


Historic PragiW 


departs from Stansted 
19 March & 23 April 1999 


Zimbabwe claim Kallis finishes 

historic victory Windiesjob 


Ice Hockey Cycling 

Netminderon Festina face 
way back says judgment day 

Knights coach over drugs 


departs from Heathrow 
T2 & 19 February .1999 


departs from Manchester 
12 February, 12 Martfi & . 
16 April 1999 
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megnHIcent Baroque and Romanesque ar chit ect ur e;// 
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avastarrayofanclontTtoussSfpaia^^ctMnTdHiasand 
Impo r tan t historical monuments. The an^ROBturaf 
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preserved in the whole of the Europe. . . ■■ * 
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accommodatiorr kt"a shared- twin room at fee three; dtec/ 
QudBty ; Fortune Hotel. •. Continental " breakfasts •Tbe-f 

services ofa tour manager throughout. _ •: i\. '■.'J 
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form, ptease complete wfretnm, the coupon, or ter 

V." 
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'areofanxF atefact to awn&Rfc ABPV V781 2 AFOL-2325 . 
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Z IMBABWE yesterday 
completed their first 
overseas Test win 
when they defeated Paki- 
stan by seven wickets with 
almost two days to spare in 
Peshawar. 

Andy Flower struck the 
boundary which secured 
their victory in the first. 
Test and was promptly en- 
gulfed by team-mates who 
had raced on to the field to 
celebrate the success. 1 

In recognition of the visi- 
tors' historic achievement, 
which was their third vic- 
tory since entering the Test 
arena In 1992, the entire 
Pakistan team went to Zim- 
babwe’s dressing-room to 
offer their congratulations. 

Zimbabwe needed a fur- 
ther 92 runs to win at the 
start of the fourth day after 
bowling out Pakistan for 
103 on Sunday and then 
reaching 70 for one by the 
dose. 

They made them largely 
thanks to Murray Good- 
win, who scored an un- 
beaten 73 and shared in a 
qnickfire second-wicket 
stand of 81 with Grant 
Flower. Goodwin hit 13 
boundaries and took 82 
balls to reach his sixth half- 
century in eight Tests. 

W asim Abram did his 
best to Impede Zimbabwe's 
progress with two wickets 
to -finish with three for 47 
and match figures of eight 
for 99. 

Afterwards Zimbabwe’s 
captain Alistair Campbell 
called on the International 
Cricket Council to allow his 
side to widen their Test 
experience. 

“We have been playing 
Test cricket for six years 
now but have never met 


Australia or West Indies. 
We have played nearly half 
our games against Pakistan 
and have also played a lot 
against Sri Lanka and In- 
dia. It would be nice to play 
more against England, Aus- 
tralia or West Indies. It 
would add more variety but 
it's up to the ICC.” 

Pakis tan' s captain Aamir 
Sohail blamed his country’s 
selectors for the lastest set- , 
back, which followed their 1 
home series defeat by Aus- 
tralia. “They are respon- 
sible for whatever is hap- 
pening to the Pakistan 
cricket team,” he said. 
“They are inconsistent and 
don’t have any clue what 
they want and where they 
are heading. 

“I am a helpless fellow 

because they don’t give 
weight to my suggestions, 
don’t give me players of my 
choice, never visit the 
grounds, and announce the 
team without my consulta- 
tion. Now I will make sure 
that they listen to me. 
Enough is enough.” 


Andy Capostagno 
In Johannesburg 


PAKISTANI FJi« innings 295 (Ha* Aimed 
67, Yousuf Youftsna 76; Btriaak 4-83 
Mban gwi 3-40). 

HWW8— I Rrct Innings 038 {N JOtason 
107: Wasim Akrarn 6-42, Wooar YouME 
4-78], 

Pakistani Second timings 103 ro longs 
4-42, Mtangwft 3-23). 

BUBABWE 

Sacoad lim h ga (overnlghC 70-1 1 
G W Flower c Moln a Wasim Akron _ 31 

M W Goodwin not out 73 

‘ADR Campbell c IJaz 

b Wasim Akrarn — 13 

fA Flower not out it 

Extras (bcjb6,wa,nbS) 3a 


Total 1 tor 3 . 462 wars} .... 188 

FA8 of wfekato ems; 94, 130 
Md not bait C B Wtstwrt. H H Stawk. M 
kbangwa. H K Otongai A A WWtmil. N c 
Johnson. 

S twfc lA Wasim Akrarn 17-9-47-3; Waqar 
Younls 1 1-1-51-0; aohs -laved 
132-4-38-0; AUiar Mahmood 3-V-8-0; 
Mushtaq Ahmad 4-2-13-0. 

UrapNnc: Q Share. Atfntr ZakU. 

T i wImlwi iwwibr Jilw M ck a la. 


S OUTH AFRICA laid the 
ghost of Barbados in 
1992 to rest yesterday as 
they held their nerve to beat 
West Indies by four wickets 
in the first Test at The 
Wanderers. 

Six years ago. on their 
return to Test cricket and 
with champagne already on 
ice in the dressing-room, the 
South Africans collapsed to 
Curtly Ambrose and Court- 
ney Walsh on the final morn- 
ing losing their last eight 
wickets for only 25 runs. 

Yesterday, however, the 
home team emerged from an 
anxious morning session to 
take charge when their captain 
Hansie Cronje and Jacques 
Trail is went after the bowling. 

South Africa, who needed 
164 to win, reacted the lunch 

interval at 77 for three off 37 

overs but the next seven overs 
yielded 47 runs as Cronje and 
Kallis took the match away 
from the West Indians. 

Cronje was fortunate to es- 
cape on 17 when he was 
caught at silly mid-on off an 
Ambrose no-ball and al- . 
though he made only another 
14 runs before he skied Walsh 
to fine leg the mood of the In- 
nings had been changed. 

Ambrose and Walsh had 
earlier picked up a wicket 
each as South Africa slipped 
to 14 for two. And when Dar- 
yll C ull 1 rum was brilliantly 
caught at midwicket by Stu- 
art WELLams for 35 the home 
side were uneasily placed at , 
58 for- three. 

The 66 added by the fourth- 
wicket pair steadied South Af- 
rica and CronJe’s departure 
left Kallis to steer them to vic- 


tory with an unbeaten 57, his 
second half-century In a low- 
scoring match. But the Man 
of the Match Shaun Pollock 
missed the chance to hit the 
winning ran when he flicked 
an Ambrose frill toss straight 
to square leg with the scares 
level. 

West Indies had made only 
170 In their second inning* 
and their captain Brian Lara 
conceded: “We've got to im- 
prove on that." 

Success was particularly 
sweet for Cronje and Allan 
Donald, survivors from, the 
South Africa team that lost In 
Barbados, the only previous 
Test meeting between the two 
countries. “We were very 1 
young and inexperienced on 
that day. We weren’t ready 
for it. but 50 Tests down the 
line we’re probably more ex- 1 
perlenced now," said Cronje. ! 

To rub salt into West i 
Indies' wound yesterday the 
entire team were fined 10 per 
cent of their match fee by the 
referee Manjan Madugalle for i 
their slow over-rate In South 
Africa’s first lnning a 


Vie Batdnlder 


William Fotherlngham 


J IM FUYARCHUK, London 
Knights* coach, yesterday 


WEST KNEW Firtt innings 261 (8 Ch an- 
dspaul 74! Poooefc 6-64), 

SOUTH AFRICA] Rrgt Innings 268 (Q Kir. 
Sten eg WalMt MB). 

WEST MDW3i Second Innings 170 (Pol- 
lock 4-48). 

SOUTH AFRICA 


G Kirsten c Jacobs c Ambrose 1 

A M Bacher C Wallace b Walsh a 

JH Kama not out n 

□ JCulllnanc Williams b McLean — 38 

"WJ Cronje c McLean b Waieti 31 

JNmndesc Jacobs bwatsti 8 

S M Pol lock c Ghanderpaul 

b Ainbnam — . g 

t M V Boucfar not out 1 

Extras (ML nh7} a 


Tool (tor H. 82.4 even) 184 

o( aAofcotat 14, 14, 58, 134, 146. 163. 
Wdi not tnc P L Symomt, A A Donald, 0 J 
Tort) rug go. 

“•Mtogi Ambroeo 15.4-0-42-4; W«sH 
Lowla 1 Hooper 

4-0-13-0; McLean 5^17-1. 

D Shephard a nd C UKcMoy. 
tt- *rr fnm uli hie 


vl Knights* coadh, yesterday 
denied rumours that his No. 1 
netminder Sonny Mignacca is 
to leave the club after missing 
several recent games through 
injury. 

Mignacca was again absent 
for Sunday's 5-2 defeat In 
j Manch e ster when Ken Woth- 
erspoon of the English League 
side Oxford acted as back-up 
to Mark CavaBin, who had 
begun the season as Mignac- 
ca’s deputy. And he will not 
be risted for tonight’s Super- 
league game against CanfifT 
Devils at the London Arena 
when Wotherspoon will a gam 
be Cavallln’s back-up. 

"Sonny’s, just around the 
corner from coming back," 
said Fuyarchuk. “We have no 
changes planned in that de- 
partment right now." 

The Knights face a tough 
challenge tonight with Car- 
diff coming off a two-win 
weekend having beaten Ayr 
(7-4) and Nottingham (6-1) at 
home to go second, six points 
behind the leaders Manches- 
ter but with -three gamps in 
hand. "Those were points we 
had to pick up. If we’re to 
make any sort of challenge we 
have to win our . home 
games,” said the Devils’ 
coach Paul Heavey. 

“It was also a good bonus to 
get so many goals,” he added. 
Indeed they proved crucial, 
putting them ahead of Not- 
tingham on goal difference. 

Having released the Cana- 
dian defender Koiy Muffin, 
Cardiff’s title aspirations were 
not improved when their Brit- 
ish defenceman Jason Stone 
broke a leg against Ayr. 
"We're going to have to And 
two players,” said Heavey. 


E vidence of the synthetic 
blood-booster erythropoi- 
etin (EPO) was found in the 
systems of eight of the nine 
Festina riders thrown off the 
Tour de France in July, In- 
cluding the four-times King of 
the Mountains Richard Vlren- 
que, results of a polite in- 
quiry In Lille will show 
today. 

Four of the nine also had 
amphetamines in their blood, 
including Christophe Moreau 
— the only one whose EPO 
result was "inconclusive’', al- 
though he has already con- 
fessed to using the hormone 
and is currently senring a ban 
for taking steroids. 

Virenque. the Tour runner- 
up in 1997, the 1997 world 
champion Laurent Brochard 
and Pascal Herve will today 
hear from Judge Patrick Kell 
the results of foe investiga- 
tion started when a Festina 
car containing a large supply 
of banned drugs was stopped 
on foe Fran co- Belgian bonier 
in July. 

A source authorised by the 
police Inquiry yesterday 
revealed that Virenque and 
Herve, who have always de- 
nied knowingly using banned 
drugs, had blood counts indi- 
cating synthetic EPO. Five of 
the nine would have felled the 
UGI tests by which riders are 
removed Grom races for their 
own safety. 

. The four riders believed to 
have shown traces of amphet- 
amines are Moreau, Herve, 
Brochard and the 1997 Tour 
stage winner Dldier Rous. 

The test results of blood, 
hair and urine samples have 
taken four months to arrive 
from Toxlab. an independent 
laboratory in Paris. 
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Football 


SPORTS NEWS 15 


Batty move on ice 
as Leeds consider 
new asking price 


ten Rom 



return of David 
Batty to Leeds United 
was baited yesterday. 
Although the England 
midfielder had been expected 
to rejoin- his home-town club 
In a £4^5 million deal, the 
transfer was put on ice after 
Newcastle United raised his 
valuation to about £6 million. 

Leeds are unlikely -to Invest 
so heavily in a fdayer who cele- 
brates his 30th birthday tomor- 
row. but the Newcastle man- 
ager Baud Gullit suspects 
Tottenham Hotspur wflDL 
George Graham, shortly be- 
fore he resigned, at Leeds to 
become Spurs manager, was 
poised to sign Batty but with- 
drew his Interest at the 11th 
hour, prompting speculation 
that he would try to lure the 
player to Spurs instead. 

Batty, however, is adamant 
that be wishes to move back 
to Yorkshire and to that end 
be took the unusual step — it 
will cost him £80CUXX) in lost 
loyally bemuses — of submit- 
ting a written transfer 
request last week. 

The Leeds manager David 
O'Leary Is expected to see his 


Overseas football 


chairman Peter Ridsdale 
today to discuss whether to 

increase their bid. Batty cost 
Newcastle £3-75 mmion when 
he arrived from Blackburn In 
March 1996, having left El- 
land Road for Ewood Park in 
October 1993 for £2.75 mmion. 

John Gregory believes he 
may have to look abroad to 
replace Mark Bosnich in toe 
Aston Villa goal. Bosnich. 
seems sure to leave in the sum- 
mer, on a free transfer. As he 
is currenllyruled ant with a 
ahonirw fe}ury. the Villa man- 
ager has the chance to give 
Michael Oakes . an extended 
trial to establish whether a 
first-choice or back-up goal- 
keeper Is required. 

"if you look throughout 
England you have a few dino- 


saurs — Seaman, Martyn, 
Flowers, Beasant — who are 
all good goalkeepers but com- 
ing towards toe end of their 
careers,'* Gregory said. 
"There are a limited amount 
of English boys playing in the 
Premiership so 1 might have 
to look abroad. 

"I like to have three goal- 
keepers and, with Bossy cur- 
rently oat, if Michael got in- 
jured now I would have to put 
young Adam Rachel in gpaL” 


Gre go ry admitted he was 
stfll considering the Finnish 

goalkeeper Petr Rnktemen, 

who is an trial with the dub, 
atfhorigh be is not prepared to 
meet the £800,000 valuation. 
Marcus Bsnnerman, also on 
triaL is going back to Colo- 
rado Rapids. 

t. Tony Adams said yesterday 
he dM not, after an, need back 
surgery and might be fit to 
play to January, three weeks 
atread of schedule. "It has 
been diagnosed as a disc prob- 
lem and the cure is rest 
Hope&jHy I will be able to 
resume .light training at the 
start of January.** ' 

The Southampton striker 
Egfl Ostenstad says he is a 
long way from agreeing a new 
deal with toe dub. The Norwe- 
gian I nte rnation al, who has 18 
months left on his contract and 
has been linked with a move to 
Leicester, said: “It is op to 
Southampton now. I would 
Eke to sign but what they are 
offering me is not enough/’ 
Kevin Keegan will return to 
St James’ Park on January 27 
to take part in Peter Beards- 
ley’s testimonial. True to an 
earlier promise, Keegan will 
play tor a Newcastle team 
against Celtic. 



Ronaldo locked in battle 

0yg|» blS WOUnded kn ^ S S Di Canio back at Wednesday ‘better equipped to control my temper’ 


Paddy Agnow In Rome 


R ONALDO'S weekend 
revelation that he feces 
serious injury -related 
problems for the rest of his 
playing career were quickly 
played down yesterday by his 
Italian club intemazionale. 

Speaking to the local TV 
station Telelombardia in 
Milan, the Brasil striker Indi- 
cated that -he was stofering 
from a “ chronic ” ailment in 
both knees and it might force 
him to pick and choose his 
matches. 

By yesterday afternoon, 
anyone who. chose to consult 
Inter’s official web site 
[www.lnter.it] found a note 
from the dub spokesman San- 
dro Sabatmi explaining that 
in reality- nothing had 
changed regarding Ronaldo’s 
medical condition and his 
comments had been largely 
misunderstood because of a 
language difficulty. / 

Sabatmi pointed out that 
when Ronaldo used the expres- 
sion chronic injury, lestone 
cronka. in Italian, he had 
meant that the injury was 


Rugby Union 


longstanding but not that it 
was irreversible or incurable. 

After a two-hour session in a 
swimming pool under the 
supervision of bis Brazilian, 
physiotherapist Nilton Pe- 
troni, Ronaldo also attempted 
to set the record straight “AH I 
wanted to say . was that my 
knee problems have gone on 
for a long time but that now 
I'm better and continuing to 
improve. . . 

“Pm sony to have caused 
such conftisim when the situa- 
tion has not changed much 
from the last few days when 
welcome progress allowed me 
play against Real Madrid. 
However, it's only flair feat the 
fens shgvdd know^SatrauHiOt 
guarantee to be able to play In 
all onr forthcoming games." 

- Inter’s statement wffl. have 
succeeded only in fuelling 
speculation that Ronaldo's 
problems are 1 longterm. Even 
Inter’s dub doctor Piero Volpt 
referred to Ronaldo's problems 
on Saturday as ‘ chronic” 
when explaining the reason for 
his "precautionary” with- 
drawal from toe 2-1 win over 
Salemitana on Sunday. 

“We're dealing with a 


No need for Twickenham’s 
accountants to feel Blue 


lanRIaHn 


T wi ckenham win expect 
its third MI house in the 
space ctf u days next Tues- 
day. After the visits of the two 
best teams in the world, the 
students of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge will pack them in for 
this amateur, curio in the 
world of professionalism. 

The Rugby Football Union’s 
accountants are delighted. 
Budge Rogers, the RFU vice- 
president, said yesterday: 
“It’s a unique fixture, a one- 
off game and it’s quite amaz- 
ing that these young men con- 
tinue to fin Twickenham.” 

Both universities are cap- 
tained by Australians, Oxford 
by the flanke r David Kelaher, 
Cambridge by the loose-head 
prop Matthew Foulds. 

They will be two of nine 
Australians on parade; along 
with flour New Zealanders, 
two Americans and a South 
African 

Oxford are seeking to 
reverse a trend of four succes- 
sive Light Blue victories. 
Both sides have four Blues 
and Oxford, with a run of six 


Pools Forecast 


victories from eight games, 
are confident of. their first 
win since 1993. 

O XFORD: H UUMNloa (King EdtertTB 
Softool. LjrfiMi «xl St Edmund Hall); ■ 
Booth* (Lythajn. St Anna's H8 and 
Worcester). H Ashlaj (Newington 
Co I lag a. Sydney end University). K 
ShntMB (Tho«»s S Wootton H8. 
Maryland and Templeton}. M n e m p hrt ao 
[BaJgowtnh Boye H8 and 8t Anno - *); R 
Oo en n y (Ctongowa* Wtood College and 
St Edmund Hall). • Den* (Southport 
School. Queensland and -SI Crons); A 
— (Reinaie 68 end Lincoln), P 
O'Connor (Marlst Brothers College, 
Canberra and St Edmund Hall), A 
■tateua* (Solihull and Untvnralty). A 
Roberts* (Amplelorllt and New). A 
----- — (Maraattonal Softool. Vienna and 
Maodaten). N CsRsrs (Ermalo HS, South 
Africa and Kettle). D K shaker* (SI 
Joseph's College. Sydney and Si Cross, 
cam. ■ TTi— an— ~ (Dereraalan College. 
Canberra and St Arne's). 

CAMRRKKHb H M u ra* (Royal School, 
Dungannon and Hughes Hall); A HM 
(Brighton College and Hughes Hall). M 
MIm*' (Opunake HS. Hew. Zealand 
and Itognea Hap). ■ Pa awW (Bedtord 
Modern and St Edmund-#). * UrW 
(Portsmouth OB and Cornua Chriatft P 
Moran (Auckland GS and Hug: 


_ Hughes Han), o 

febeeeke (St Patrick's. College. 
Sitventream. New ZWtojd and rtjghaa 
Han); ll PMtte* (Citriai'a College. 
Canterbury, New Zeeland and Sidney- 
Sussex, eapO. * todgers (Lew and 
Homenon). e Mart (31 Jo~ph-« Cotoge. 
Nudges. AintraHa art Hughe* Had), A 
htnaa (SI Josapft’9 CoBege. Brisbane and 
Hughes Hall). H Inwee (SI Joseph's 
college. Brtsbmie and BogwHafl)._p 
StoAIBodford School and kt Edmund*}* 
M HaM (Royal Academy. JMtnst and SI 
Catharine's), M WfaKfeed* (Uy» And 
Hughes Hall). 
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dironlc injury case here, one 
unfortunately aggravated both 
by a heavy workload and by 
knnriPt and [physical] stress.” 
he “Ronaldo may be able 
to play 10 games In a row, or 
one game in 10, or play in 
every second game! It all de- 
pends on fiie pain. JFhehasno 
pain, be plays; if befe in pain, 
he doesn’t play.” 

At least Inter's coach Gigi 
Slmoni win no kmger have 
Ronaldo to worry about after 
being dismissed yesterday. He 
win be replaced by ftCrcea 
Lucescu, currently in charge 
at Rapid Bucharest 

Juventus have been ordered 
byUgfe toplay toetrpoUtlcgny 
cfearged Champions League tie 
with Galatasaray in Istanbul 
tomorrow. The Group B match 
was postponed far a week after 
Turkish protests at Italy's ten- 
ure to extradite the Kurdish 
rebel leader Abdullah Ocalan. 

Eusebio Di Francesco and 
fYanceeco Tdtti scored two late 
goals in three minutes as 
lOman Roma fought hack to 
draw 3-3 with Lazio in the 
Rome derby on Sunday. Roma 
had Fab io Petruzzi sent off for 
a foul <m Marcelo Salas. 


Sport in brief 


P AOLO DI CANIO, Sheffield Wednesday's Italian 
striker banned for ll weeks by the Football Associa- 
tion for his shove on the referee Paul Alcock on Septem- 
ber 26. said yesterday he had learned to curb his temper. 
At a press conference, above, with Wednesday's manager 
Danny Wilson he said he would return — on Boxing Day 
at Leicester If selected — “better equipped to control my 


temper". But Jack Lamport-MitchelL a sports psycholo- 
gist. begged to differ. "He can learn to control his emo- 
tions but I believe he still needs a course in psychological 
re structurin g.** Di Canto returned late from Italy last 
week with a doctor’s note reporting depression. *Tve 
been sad,** he said, “because I love to play." He admitted 
the shove was “a violent reaction’’ to being sent off. 


Kidd is top of Blackburn’s list 


Motor Racing 

The Arrows Formula One 
team, who are looking for an 
outside investor to provide a 
capital injection of about £15 
million to boost their fortunes 
after a disappointing 1398 sear 
son, are negotiating with the 
German racing team Zak- 
Speed' about the possible sale 
of a minority stake, unites 
Alan Henry. 

Squash 

Amjad Khan, the nephew of 
the great Jansher, marked his 
World Open debut by defeat- 
ing Sweden’s Daniel Forsltmd 
11-15, 15-12,15-12, 5-15, 15-11 
in toe first round in Doha, 
writes Richard Jago. 

Scotland’s Martin Heath, 
who reached a career-high 
ranking of No. 5 in the world 
yesterday morning, almost 
lost in the afternoon. Bat 
after being twice behind to 
the Australian qualifier 
Anthony Ricketts he won 

16-17, 15-14, 1-15, 15-13, 15-7. 

Sailing 

The Australian skipper Dar- 
ren Bundock and his crew 
John Forbes took the Tornado 
world title yesterday when 
they won both races . In toe 
series final off BuzJos in 
Brazil. 

The '2001 round-the-world 
yacht race, now sponsored by 
Volvo, will start from South- 
ampton -in . September. The 
starting date will depend oh 
tidal ttactuations. 

Bowls 

The world indoor champion 
Panl Foster defeated Ar- 
broath’s Darren Burnett 7-5, 
7-4, 7-3 yesterday in Glasgow 
to . win the Scottish singles 
title. 

Snooker 

Sonnie O’Sullivan, who felled 
to defend his UK Champion- 
ship title in Ito v i m ” "™** be- 


cause of physical and mental 
exhaustion, has withdrawn 
from next mouth’s German 
Masters. But he hopes to play 
in file Irish Open starting on. 
December 15. “Ronnie is anx- 
ious to play to Dublin and. 
subject to getting the all-clear 
from the medical people. I’ve 

no 06160*100,“ • 
ager IanDoyle. 


LAGKBURN have made 
Brian Kidd their top 
target for toe manag- 
er's vacancy at Ewood Park 
and are set to make an official 
approach to Manchester 
United, writes Ian Ross. 

Rovers’ chairman Robert. 
Coar is likely to make a 
request later this week far 
permission to speak to Unit- 
ed’s assistant manager.: 

Kidd, regarded by many as 
the man most likely to suc- 
ceed Alex Ferguson at Old 
Trafford when he eventually 
steps down, is believed to be 
the first nam e cm a shortlist 
compiled by Rovers’ board at 
the weekend. 

It also indudes the Scottish 
defender Colin Hendry, who 
joined Rangers from Black- 


Athletics 

Raddiffe back 
in search of 
European title 


P AULA RADCLIFFE will 
be hoping to end her long 
wait to win a major senior 
title when she spearheads 
Britain’s challenge at the 
European Cross Country 
Championships in Ferrara, 
Italy, an December 13. 

The Bedford runner, second 
in toe last two World Cross 
Country Championships, 
added the European event to 
her schedule after a disap- 
pointing end to last summer. 
Raddiffe finished fifth in the 
10,000 metres at the European . 
Championships following an 
illness which also forced her 
to withdraw from the Com- 
monwealth Games. 

But Raddiffe showed she 
was getting back to her best 
by easily winning the recent 
Margate International, which 
doubled as the trials for the 
December 13 event She will 
he' erne of the favourites in 
Ferrara over a course which 
Is expected to be flat and East 
“I am only around 80 per 
cent [fit] at the moment” said 
Raddiffe. “But that’s exactly 
how it should he so early In 
the winter. The aim is to run 
well to Italy on the way to 
being at my best In Bdfest for ■ 
the World Cross Country next 
March.” 

Raddiffe is joined in the 
five-woman team announced 
yesterday by Alison Wyeth, 
the 1996 British cross country 
Champion, Who baft miftflsri 
the last 18 months because of 
pregnancy and a knee injury. 

Chelmsford's Keith. Cullen, 
also victorious in Margate, 
will lead the senior mm's 
rihangng a in the absence of 
the former European cham- 
pion Jon Brown, who has de- 
cided to miss the event, citing 
lack of fitness. 

SR EAT BRITAIN! •«-!»* mw O 

taMMtf {ShMBSftury Barmin, ■ Caddy 
(Nawqusy A Pa*). K CnNaa (CnaJmstort). 
« *ta (Cardin). O Stewart' 
(MUuno. Track Club), S Tr omim 
(Cowanby Godtva). Smior L 

Holt (SftaBaMaay), H Naak fCardM). M 
PMttino* iPrnuo), 9 Rad alma 
(Bndfaed), A Wrath (PWaUo). 


burn during the summer, and 
toe former Le eds U nited man- 
ager Howard Wflkhison, now 
working for the Football 
Association. 

However, Blackburn's 
chances of persuading Kidd to 
succeed Roy Hodgson, who 
was dismissed 10 days ago, 
appear to he dim. 

He has shown no great de- 
sire to leave United and In toe 
past 18 months has rejected 
opportunities to take over two 
of his former dubs, Everton 
and Manchester City. 

Police investigating the 
transfer of Three Australian 
players to Portsmouth when 
the dub was controlled by 
Terry Venables said yesterday 
they had found no evidence of 
“dishonesty or corruption”. 


Results 


Football 


Nnwcaatla 0 HuddsraUM H Shall Uld 1 

Lincoln 0. 

AVON NWOltAIICE COMBINATION: 
nntf DMNmb Areanal z QPR 0; Ipmuicft 0 
Northampton 1, 

FA VASN THUD ROUND DHAVt Hfgh- 
MM Rngia v Bartorth Tn or Prasoot 
CabJm; Stavnluy MW w Ounsagn Fad Braw- 
wy; BoOlnglan Tar v MtcUoovar spa; St 
Mm Tn or Morpotti Tn v Ecdaahm Uld; 
Brandon lb) v Goota; Warrington Tn or 
Louth UtdvHsanor Tic Moaatay or CansaO 
v St And raws or Buxton; BJIHngham Tn v 
CUttMioa or W Auckland Tk Baanara RS w 
VBuxhan GM; WarMngton v Tow Law Tn; 
IfldigroM Ath v Oadby Tic E Thurrock Uld 
•* Harlow Tn; Boynton Tn v Sudbury Tn; 
Thame IM v Lotdiworth: Sudbury Wndra v 
Bractia Spans Bower* utd v Dtsa Tn or 
Yaxfay; Barklngslda or Tlptree Utd v Old- 
bury uiot Spalding Utd v Norttiwoodt Fa- 
kanhant Tn v Bodkmd Tic Chasatown r 
Wroocftam; Ford Utd v Newmarket Tn: 
Woodbrtdga Tn v Clacton Tn; MeJksham 
Tn v Ash uid; Heme Bay v Banatead ADC 
Taunton Tn v Oawllsii Tn; Deal Th v Tlvw- 
ton Tn; St Blazay v Brtatlngton or Porthlo- 
von; namsgato v Bemarton hoc Lynnng- 
KM t Now MHUn v Hungortord Tie 
Ctilpstaad v Tooting 4 Utcftam utd; Wtofc * 
Utd: Cofcham v B ur ga e a ml Tn or 
* Tn. (Ttoa to be played Dec 12). 
am Cheep A: Turkmenistan 
2 Vietnam 0. Oram B> China 4 Lebanon 1- 
Ft Oman S Hong Kong a 


Golf 


1, T Woods (US) 
ll-Mpta me; 2. M CMaara {USim» 3. D 
Duval (US) 845; 4. D Low HI (US) BBS; S. E 
' Ela (BA) 037; 6, C Montgomerie (GB) B.M; 
7, L Westwood (SB) BS0: B, N Price (Zhn) 
AES; S. V Singh (FU) B41; 10. P Mlcfcetaon 
(US) 7J0; 11, F CoiaSae (LIS) 7 SO; 12. J 
Fun* (US) 738; 13. J Craalsl (Japan) B.B1; 
M, J Pamevlk (Swe) 6^44; 15. J Leonard 
(U8) GL2&S W, B SUngton (Aus) 6.18; 17, 0 
Norman (Au») SJ9; 18. D Clarita (OS) 5.72 
tti a Watts (US) 531; 20, S Hoch (USA) 
SAX. Otter RtHafa 37, I WOosnim 3X4; 
61. N Faldo 2£St 66. A Coltart 2.46; 86. S 
Torrance 1S8; so, P Baker 1,79. 

Tennis 

ATF TOOR RAMON OSc 1. P Sampras 

(I®) aai5piK s. m Ftioo (cnibj s, a 
C orreda (Sp) 1398: 4. p Rafter (Aus) uik 
S..C Moya (Bp) 3.199: 6. A Aaacei (US) 
awfc 7.T Henman (OB) 2 JB2D; 8. K Kucera 
(BtoraM 2J579; 9. G Rusedski (08) Z573; 
10. n Krajicek (Nath) 2J4& 11, Y Katoim- 
Jtovmjaj aiSifc % o h mniaevto ICro) 
Z137| UP Korda (C*) 2,114; 14, A Costs 
(Sp) i J8S: 16, M PMlippouasiB (Aus) 1 . 702 ; 
16, T Manin (US) 1J74; 17. T Joftanssen 
(S'**) 1 J0i: is. C Ptoline (Fr) 1 . 710 ; IB. J 
Semrink (NeOi) i«K 2a F liandBa (Sp) 

ATP TOP KARIMRSt 1, P (US) 

RSairiST-.a, U Rio* (CWIo) 3^20064; 3, P 
Rater (Aua) 2jB7Jri7; 4, a Correqe (So) 
&7Q2JB8; S. C Moya (Sp) aSWJBOj 6, Y 
KafaftNojy (Rus) 2J43J077; 7. j B|orVrmtn 
ISwa) 1*16.237: B. G RusadBid (GB) 
1,060437; ft A Agassi (U9) 1,680233; 10.0 
h*6a»h; (Cro) 1J41.177-, 11. T Henman 
(OB) 1448,770. 

American Football 

>Wi«Baftimor* 38 Indianapolis 31; Tampa 
Bay 31 CMnago 171 Jacksonville 34 Clnan- 
*•«' '7! Kansas City 34 Arizona 2* NY Jets 
48 Carolina 31; Atlanta 21 St Louis 10; New 

England a Bunaio Si; Saaata 2D Tannae- 
aee IB; Organ Bay 34 Phnadauhta 16; 
Miami 30 New Orteens 10; Washington sb 
CMMyd IB; Denver 31 San Diego 10. 


NY Jets 
Miami 


(W8-L4-T0-PF316-PA1B8): 2. 
(5-4-«-231-16S); 3. Bullato (7-5-0- 

3B8-a«a. o . afaa l n ii fs l u a . 1 , Jackaon- 

rilte (VW-L3-TD-PF311-PA247); 2, Pttta- 


An inquiry was launched 
thin month into toe purchase 
last season of the trio, who 
played under V enables when 
he coached Australia. 

A spokesman for Hamp- 
shire Polic e said: “We have 
found no evidence of dishon- 
est or corrupt practice of any 
person involved in those 
transfers and toe investiga- 
tion is now dosed.” 

In a statement issued 
through his solicitor Nick 
Trainer, Venables said: ‘T ap- 
preciate toe police putting out 
this statement. But it con- 
cerns me that such wildly In- 
accurate stories have been 
allowed to circulate un- 
checked for over a week with- 
out me having put a foot 
wrong.” 


burgh (7-5-0-224-21 Bj; 3. Tennessee 
(<5-6-0-260- 237). Western DMetan 1. 
'Denver (W12-LO-TO-PF4O1-PA20B): 2. 
Oakland (7-5-0 -209-244 ): 3, Seattle 

ltotem^DMWwn‘?. > OBnaa C (V«M^T? 
PF325-PA717); 2. Arizona (8-6-0-251-308); 
3. NT (Hunts (4-7-0-1B8-226). Cate el 
DMmlooa 1, (Minnesota (W11-L.1-T0- 
PFS84-PA220); 2. Green Bey (B-4-0- 
314-249); 3. Detroit (5-7-0-244-363). Wert- 
arn DMalora 1. 1 Atlanta (W1D-L2-TO- 
PF326-PA216); 2. Son Francisco (8-3-0- 
323-237): 3. New Orleans (5-7-0-2l8-2£S). 
|-=Cllnched Utla; T=P<By-oft.) 

Bowls 

SCOTTISH m»OR CHAMPIONSHIPS 
(Glasgow): - tT a te H n a l ii P Heater (Irvine) 
m I Sneddon (Stirling) 6-7. 7-6. 7-0: c 
■toman (Aroroam) bt I Campbell (Lan- 
ark*) 7-5. 4-7. 7-0. note Fester M Bur- 
nen 7-6. 7-4, 7-3. 


Ice Hockey 


SUPBatoMUB Ayr * BrackneD 3: Car- 
dHI 6 NotUngham 1: Manchester 5 London 
2 Sheffield 5 Newcastle 2. 

BRITISH NATIONAL LEAGUE! Kingston 
g Fite 3; Paisley 3 Gulldlortl 4; Petarbof- 
ougft 5 Basingstoke l; Slough 8 Tottord 5. 
NHLi NY Rangers 5 Nashville 1; Detroit 4 
Sen Jose 1; Carolina 3 Anaheim 1; PWlo- 
detphla 6 Vancouver Z Tampa Boy 3 Buf- 
falo 6; Edmonton 2 cnlcaoo X L— « Bn g 

EpstofB NB 

MvUn 1, Toronto (W13-LB-T2-CF74- 
QA66-Pts2B); X Bosun (10-7-5-60-43-25); 
X Buffalo (10-5-4-57-40-34). AttentM Wv- 
Uatc 1. New Jersey (W13-L7-T1-GF54- 
QA4fr-PU271; 2 Philadelphia (11-7-4-62- 
48-26); 3, PUtaburgh (10-6-6-63-56-251- SR 
DMteMC 1. Carolina (W11-L10-T3-GFB2- 
QA57-Pts2S); 2. Florida (8-6-5-S0-S-21I. 
X Washington (7-11-3-48-82-17). Wtera 
CtenDMi Centirt DtilNon: i. Detroit 


(W13-L8-T0-GF73»GAfi0-P13M); 2. St 
Louis (^-6-5-67-17-23); 3. Na3hv1lie (9-12- 
1— 53-68-18J. KW Plvtelora 1. Edmonlon 
(W12-LB-TT-GFB8-GAS6-P1S25); X Van- 
couver (9-13-1-66^1-19); 3, Cotorado 
15-11-2-5342-18). Mh PM W g te 1. 
Pftoenla (W14-L2-T2-CR3 , 4SA2B-PtB3fli); 
2. Dallas (12-4-3-63-38-27); 3. Anaheim 
(8-10-4-60-63-20). 


Sailing 


TORNADO WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
(Budos. Br); Hnal wN reertbB 1. D 
Bundoch/J Forties (Ausl 20pta; 2. R 
GaetderlR Bcatwal) (Qer) 32; X M BoOUWA 
Landenberger (Aus) SI; 4. F Lo PeulrecTO 
Douvlllard (Fr) 62; 5. F LoorVJ L BNlrtter 
(Sp) 56; 6. A Hagara/W Moser (Aut) 57; 7, P 
Pennec/J Owchard (Fr) 61; 8, R HagaralH 
P Steinacher (Aut) 87; 8, R Van Teylingen/ 
h Deefcsen (Nam) as: id. u NybergAi 
Stnmdberg (awe) 103. 


Squash 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP (Doha. Qatar): 
Krat m—irfi J White (AUS) M H Khan 
(Pakj 15-11, 15-6, 15-11; M Bmtt (Eng) 
M S Meads (Eng) 15-9. 15-11, 13-15. 6-16. 
16-13; b Barts (Aus) ta N Dugan 9-15. 
8-15, 17-15. 15-7. 16-11: A HHt (Au&) bt J 
Reruoulln (Hn\ 15-7. 17-15, tt-15. 10-15. 
15-8; L BaiaM (Eng) H J Bonetat (Fr) 
15-11. 8-16. 15-8. 15-8; N TRyte- (Ert9) M 
A Shabana {Egypt) 15-7, 15-6, rtd; A 
Qeugh (Wales) bt A F Khan (HK) 15-10. 
15-10. 15-1 X J P owe r (Can) W M zaman 
(Psk) 15-12. 15-4 15-4; T Unnou (Fr) btZ 
J Khan (Pak) M-17. 15-4 15-12. 15-13; O 
Rytetfl (Can) bt A Faky (Egypt) 15-11. 
8-15, 17-15. 15-11; M Cte-e (Eng) M Q 


WNtaLor (SA1 15-13, 16-7, 13-15, 1S-1S T 
Hauls (Eng) bt M Madhat Mon) (Egypt) 
15-12. 15-4 IfirtS; D Palmer (Aus) bt D 
Ryan (Ira) 13-15. 15-4 IT-16, 15-11 H 
” * (Scot) M A RJfifcMte (Art) 16-17. 
i. 1-14 16-14 16-7; A Berate 

bt J Knelpp (Auaj 15-14 12-14 

15-14 15-11; A Khan (Pan) bt □ Fortune 
(Bwe) 11-14 15-12. 15-12. 1-14 U^-H; T 
draw (Eng) W M Hrtsaifl (Pak) 15-11, 
12-14 15-7, 13-6. 


16-14. 


There was further evidence 
of Portsmouth's financial 
problems when they were 
forced to ask the Professional 
Footballers' Association for a 
loan, of around £150,000 to 
help pay their players’ wages. 

The former England mid- 
field player Steve Stone said 
yesterday that he would leave 
Nottingham Forest If they are 
relegated. Stone, who has in- 
terested a number of other 
Premiership clubs including 
Aston Villa, said: **I am happy 
at Forest but, if we go down, 
then I will be off." 

Sweden, Denmark, Norway 
and Finland have decided at a 
meeting in Copenhagen to 
launch a bid to host the 2008 
European Championship 
finals. 


Fixtures 

(7.45 unless stated) 

Football 

FA CUPi Hnt round rapteyi Nolls 

County v Hendon: Kidderminster v 

Plymouth. 

WORTHtNOrOH CUPi QateMbte 

Sunderland v Luton; Wimbledon v 

Chattel. 


teion: Wigan v Fulham. Third DhUeu 
Carlisle v Cardilf: Manslioid v 
Peterborough. 

FA TROPHY: Sacood romfe Doncastor v 
Southport: Hayes v Welling: Moiccambo v 
Borrow: Slovens ge v Cftdteritinm: WoUng 
v Yeovil. 

PA VASJt S e c o n d route: Ganorth Tn v 
Prescot Cables. Ciuheroe v W AueMuid 
Trr, Mossiey v Consort. Warrington Tn v 
Louth Uld; St Andrews v Button: Barking- 
aide v TlptrM Uld. H op tete Morpelh In v 
St Helens Tn: Camberiay Tn v Burgosa Hill 
Tiu Basildon Utd v Bowers Uld: Yoxley v 
Dies Tn 

RYMAN LKAQUK: P remier Dlvtolon: 

Borehom Wood v Harrow Borough (7 JOi. 
Dulwich v Cnrsnaiun |7HD). p oo tpooodi 
Aylesbury V Daq & Red. First MvteloiE 
Leaifterheod v Barton Rvra. Wembley v 
Maldenncad unt Second nrtrttm: Bed- 
lord Tn v Chartom Si Peter, uartow v Met 
Police; Northwood v Hungarian! Tn: 
TnemB Utd v Wivsnhoa Tn. Third Dtv- 
Moc Egham Tn v Southall. FlacKwoil 
Heath v Camber ley Tn: Wingate S FinefHey 
v Croydon Attl. Pam Craw Ural rauntb 
Grays Atn v WealtKione. Seoowd remte 
Basingstoke Tn v Bognar RegB Tn. Whyto- 
lade v Gravesend & NorthUcet Vaotenel 
Trophy? Ren e te mate Hornchurch v 
Barung. 

UNIBOND UUMKIBt Premier Dfrtrtoui 
Bomber Bridge v Lfcgn RMI (TJOI; SWJy- 
bradga v Workeop TJO). Flrrt Plito l e ru 
Fllxton v Conginton Tn. C h e n mi ae Cm" 
eonife Alheion Tn v Belpct Tn: 


Blylii Spartans v Bradford PA; Lancasier C 
v Traitor d; lYItton AB> v WlosJord Uld. 
nepleyi Ouiseley v Spcmnymoor Uld 
ISTHMIAN LRAOU1 CUPi Seoend 
Staines Tn v Slough Tn 


Uefa’s 

cards 
on the 
table 


Timothy Codings 


T HE future financial 
shape of a revised Euro- 
pean Champions League 
will be thrashed out and pos- 
sibly determined in Geneva 
today when representatives of 
10 leading clubs, including 
Liverpool, gather for a poten- 
tially crucial meeting of 
Uefa's European Club Foot- 
ball 2000 Task Force. 

If Ucfa fails to create an at- 
tractive blueprint, the ruling 
body of European football may 
be fighting for credibility 
when it holds Its Important ex- 
ecutive committee meeting in 
Switzerland next week. 

'1 cannot be at the meeting 
but I am very interested in 
what will happen, 1 ' said Lor- 
enzo Sainz. president of the 
European Cup holders Real 
Madrid, who was initially an 
outspoken supporter of the 
now-dormant breakaway 
European Football League 
which was projected by 
Media Partners. 

“I hope that Uefo can de- 
liver their promises on toe 
money and the television fig- 
ures. 1 believe they can. but 
who knows?” said Sainz, who 
will instead be in Tokyo 
where Real meet Vasco da 
Gama of Brazil in the World 
Club Championship finaL 
Uefa has promised a reve- 
nue of 800 million Swiss 
francs (£848 million), double 
the current figure, from toe 
revamped tournament involv- 
ing 32 clubs next season. But 
some of toe top dubs remain 
sceptical that such figures 
can be ddlvered when Uefa Is 
engaged in 38 existing con- 
tracts with European televi- 
sion companies. 

Those companies are un- 
likely to want to pay substan- 
tially more for toe product on 
offer. TEAM, the agency 
retained by Uefe to handle toe 
sale of its television rights, 
claims to have 202 contracts 
worldwide and is confident of 
doubling revenue, with the 
introduction of pay-per-view 
via digital and analogue tele- 
vision and through terrestrial 
and satellite broadcasts. 

Such an expansion is inev- 
itable In order to swallow up 
the football on offer. There 
will be an increase of six to 17 
evenings of live Champions 
League football next season. 

The clubs represe nt ed in 
Geneva will include Ajax, Bar- 
celona, Bayern Munich. Juven- 
tus, Lazio and Porto and the 
meeting will be attended by 
toe Uefe vice-president Senes 
Erzlk, who is also the chair- 
man of its committee for chib 
competitions. Peter Leaver 
will also be there as vice-chair- 
man of the committee for pro- 
fessional football. The agenda 
is expected to include discus- 
sion of the format of the new 
Uefa Cup. 


Worn Kings Lynn w Atheratone. to ulh wn 
DMolaw Ashton) Tn » SKUn^ioume. 
MRU* Oqa nrat round, —oo u d toga 
BWCort Tn v Rounds Tn; Bflston Tn » 
llbu w lw C; Crmrisy Tn i Erftn & Bolwo- 
dere; Honor Atn v SI LoonaidK FoOtostono 
Imricta v Margate; King's Lynn * Darcnas- 
ler Tn; Morthyt TydHI v RaUwmll Tn; Nwv- 
ooton Bor w Hakteownn Tn; Salisbury C « 
Merton Tn; StoUord Rngrs v RC Warwick: 
Stamford V Corby Tn; Tonbridge Angela * 
DorBord: Yale Tn v Wcswn-3-Maro. 

N-W TRAINS LRAOIIR CUPi Ffrrt 
route Maine Rd v Atherton LR; Mosetoy v 
Albertan Cote; ProsaK Camas v KJdsarove 
Ath. 

NORTHERN COUNTNB HAST LRAOUR 
CUPi Bannnd route EcctteftlH llid v Os- 
sod Tn. 


BHdgowater Tn » Barnstaple Tn; 
Brislingtan v Taunton Tn. Lh PhffSpa 
Cunt Sa— wd route MBlkahem Tn v Paw. 


ooy Valo. 

PONTIUS 

Liverpool V Aston Villa (70). 

Wont Coventry v Mtotfecbroualv (7.0); 
Qnmsby v Oldham (7.0). TMrd P lrtrt ou 
Halifax v Chester (2.0). 

AVON INSURAMCR COMMMATIONl 
Hrrt DMelear Mlilwoll v Portamouth (2 Jfl; 
Toaonnom v Wycombe (7301. Partponrt 
West Hern v Luton. 

COUNTY ANTRIM SHHLDi W i a t ro u te 

Aida v Bangor 17.30). BaUyrian v Unhold 
(730): CIKtonvIUo v Crusadors (738); DIB. 
Dilcry v Dunmurry Rec (730); Dungannon 
GwiRa v Cornell (730); Gmraoran v Nowry 
(730): Lamo v RUC (730). 


Rugby Union 


TOUR MATCHi iialand A v South Atriea 
(7.ft Aavenhlli): Leode v FIJI (730). 

11-21 RDHOESWATTVff lUTCth Eng- 
land A v South Africa (734 Banbury). 
VftSLSH NATIONAL LIIOllli Pratear 
DMalMcEbow Valo v Lianaftl (74): Ponty- 
pridd v Caerphilly (7.15). 


Ice Hockey 


EUROPEAN LEAOUEi £HL Mannhohn v 

Ayr(73J. 

SUPERLBAQUKi London « Cardiff (73). 


Team talk 

The independent news and reports service 

09066 16 86 + 


60 

Derby County 

72 

Nottm. Forest 

88 

61 

Everton 

73 

Oxford 

14 

sa 

Fulham 

57 

OPfl 

66 

63 

Grimsby 

18 

Rangers 

87 

64 

Hudd. Town 

74 

Reeding 

S3 

65 

fpswtetiTown 

75 

Sheffield UrAed 

88 

66 

Leeds United 

76 

Sheffield wed. 

BS 

67 

Lwcester City 

77 

Southampton 

60 

11 

Uverpool 

78 

Spurs 

DI 

66 

Man. City 

76 

Stoke City 

82 

09 

Man. Untied 

80 

Stockport 

IS 

69 

Middlesbrough 

81 

Sunderland 

03 

70 

MBwal 

82 

Watford 

88 

71 

rtowcosHeUld 

83 

West Ham 

04 

IS 

Norwich City 

84 

Wimbledon 

88 




Wolves 

06 


Arsenal 

Aston Villa 

Barnsley 

Binil. City 

Blackbun 

Bolton 

Brentford 

Burnley 

Bury 

Cattle 

Chariton 

Chelsea 

Coventry City 

Crystal Palace 

Crowe 


Calls cost 60P pbi ew « au nuts. 
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babwe claim historic victory, page 1 4 
■Day for Festina cyclists, page 1 4 


Johnson loses 
out in Everton 
power struggle 


Kidd tops Blackburn’s hit list, page 15 : 

Batty move runs into trouble, page 15 


SporfcGuardian 

Happiness is 
a full bladder 
down under 


Gillespie on a high down under 


Ian Ross on a day of ultimatums for Walter 
Smith, who won the tug of war at Goodison 


E verton* s bitter 
power struggle ended 
in victory for the 
manager Walter 
Smith yesterday when the 
chairman Peter Johnson 
bowed to internal and exter- 
nal pressure and resigned. 

Johnson also confirmed 
that he is actively seeking to 
sell his controlling interest, 
which almost certainly sig- 
nals the end his ll years in 
football 

Smith had made it clear 
that be would resign, only 
five months after his installa- 
tion, unless Johnson ac- 
knowledged that the manager 
had had no knowledge of last 
week's £8 million sale of the 
striker Duncan Ferguson to 
Newcastle United. 

Johnson belatedly did so yes- 
terday, and Smith agreed to 
stay on at Goodison Park. But 

he immediately let it be known 
that his working relationship 
with tho 39-year-old multimil- 
lionaire had suffered irrepara- 
ble Hamagp in the days after 
Ferguson’s move and that 
either he or the chairman 
would have to go. 

Five hours after issuing a 
statement confirming that 
Ferguson had been sold be- 
hind Smith’s hack, Everton 
issued a second press release 
to announce that Johnson’s 
4%-year reign was at an end. 

In the short term he win be 
replaced as chairman by the 
71-year-old Sir Philip Carter, 
who took the rate in the 
Eighties when Everton en- 
joyed the most successful 
period in their history. 

The man most likely to buy 
out Johnson, the Everton di- 
rector and theatrical impresa- 
rio Bill Kenwright. has 
moved up to vice-chairman. 
Johnson will remain on the 
board as a non-executive di- 


rector until he can sell his 68 
per cent share hold mg. 

The club statement said of 
Johnson: “The role [of chair- 
man] has been particularly 
difficult to carry out since he 
moved to Jersey earlier this 
year and the increased pres- 
sure has led to health 
concerns.” 

Although Smith is happy to 
remain at Everton in the hope 
of overseeing a long overdue 
renaissance in the club’s for- 
tunes, he came perilously 
close to quilting. 

I Last Friday he met John- 
i son in London and told him he 

would resign nntaae the chair- 
man Issued a statement con- 
ceding that he himselt not the 
manager, was responsible for 
the departure of the Jewel in 
Everton’s crown. Although 
Johnson immediately drew up 
the statement. It was not 
released until yesterday lunch- 
time , a delay which aimnct 
cost Everton their manager. 

The statement, issued on 



Johnson ... 68 percent stake 


behalf of both Smith 
Johnson, finally acknowl- 
edged that Ferguson was auc- 
tioned off to iii gTipwt bid- 
der to reduce Everton’s 
S2D rnfflion overdraft 

There was also a belated 
apology to Smith, who 
learned of the deal only after 
bumping into Ferguson 
shortly after Everton defeated 
Newcastle in a Premiership 
game at Goodison. 

“It is regretted that he 
teamed of the final agreement 
reached regarding Duncan 
Ferguson in the manner he 
did,” said the statement 

“After four months in the 
manager's seat, having spent 
£20 million on six new play- : 
ers, brin g in g the squad total 
to 35, Walter Smith assessed 
his pla y in g staff and dis- 
cussed with the ch ai rman hi« < 
plans for the fixture. 1 

“Having seen the manager’s 
report, the chairman empha- 
sised the requirement to sen 
players to return the squad to 
reasonable proportions. The 
club had received a substantial 
offer for Duncan Ferguson ear- 
lier in the season, which was 
rejected. The chairman and 
manager agreed that any 
future offer should be given 
serious consideration. 

“A substantial offer was 
received from Newcastle 
United which was discussed 
with that dub’s representa- 
tives immediately before and 
during the course of last Mon- 
day's game. Their dwrngHlnns 
resulted in an agreement 
being reached at that time.” 

Twelve mouths ago, when it 
was first suggested that John- 
son would sell up, he was ask- 
ing upwards of £9Q mflHnn for 
the stoke which cost him rally 
£19 million back in the sum- 
mer of 1394. But ht« desire to 
rid himself of what he now 
r^jards as a poisoned chalice 
is such that he may now be 
wining to accept about £90 mil- 
liou, a figure which Kenwright 
win be confident of raising. 




Jim White 


Jk CCORDING to Jona- 

#\ than Agnew, coalmen- 
. tating on Australian 

# Vadin, the second: Test 

was a match in which no one 
wanted to disappear off to the 
toilets for rear of missing a 
piece oTvital action. 

Five minutes away from 
your position and a couple of 
wickets would be taken, or 
Graeme Hide would astonish 
everyone with a six; or Mark 
Ramprakash would have the 
kind of altercation with an op- 
ponent which looked unlikely 
to be resolved over a pint at 
the end of the day’s play. 

Such suspense was causing 
major problems on the Waca 
terraces where those England 
fans who feel the need to be 
loud had set up camp. There 
seemed to be no one up there 
who was not watching with- 
out legs crossed against the 
out going tide. 

Indeed, there can be no col- 
lective noon better to describe 
those gathered in the noisy 
sections of the Waca than a 
bladder of fens. Never in my 
time watching sport have I 
witnessed as much beer con- 
sumed as I saw on Sunday as 
the Barmy Army and their 
equally thirsty local counter 
parts took on board gallons of 
liquid atmosphere. The 
Titanic could have been 
refloated on the amount one 
Englishman, ashouty youth 
wearing a Manchester City 
shirt and a face rapidly turn- 
ing United red in the sun, con- 
sumed on his own. 

Those who foDow England 
on overseas tours, it seems, fell . 
into two distinct typo: the 
bladder, who turn up under 
tbelr own steam and sleep 
wherever they can find a hori- 
zontal surfece. And-lhose at the 
other end of the market, 
mother-henned in package- 
tour parties by former players 
turning a handy little earner in 
their retirement In deference 
to their favoured form oflug- 
gage, with which they trans- 
port their paraphernalia to the 
ground, these might be called a 
plastic-carrier-bag of fans. 

Neither grouping has any 
expectation of seeing its team 
win, so they would not have 
been surprised yesterday 
when their team slid to a 
seven-wicket defeat In 2 ‘A 
days. Neither expects any- 
thing more from its hosts than 
the kind of smug gloating 


Next one, please — Jason GHLespie sends back Darren Gough first ball laurence qrhtths 

Hick cancels flight home 
as England fold in Perth 
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G hakme HICK looks 
set to spend his win- 
ter down mtder after 
all, but whether that is a j 
blessing oar a corse remains | 
to be seen in view of Eng- 
land's dismal seven-wicket 
defeat in Perth yesterday 
which leaves Australia 
needing to win (me of the 
remaining three Tests to 
retain the Ashes. 

England's captain Alec 
Stewart will discuss Hick’s 
position with the tour man- 
ager Graham Gooch, coach 
David Lloyd and the selector 
Mike Getting, who arrived 
in Perth three days ago to 
play bn a benefit matefr 
Hick was due to fly bads; 
to England yesterday but 
win stay on for the rest of 


O 

We must prize 


the tour if Graham Thorpe 
continues to suffer from a 
back complaint. The 
Worcestershire batsman 
was thrust into the second 
Test at the last minute but 
his second-innings 68 off 73 
balls at the Waca was the 
highest score of the match. 

Once he had gone, though, 
England’s tail was shredded 
by Jason Gillespie, who 
after being mauled by Hick 
on Sunday evening exacted 
terrible revenge by taking 
the last four wickets in six 
balls for one run- After that 
an Australia victory was in- 
evitable, even though they 
lost three wickets in reach- 
ing the 64-run target. 

«• Sehrey, p ago 14 I 
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bland good- 
looking people. 
Instead, there 
must be a 
comer of 
Britain that is 
forever 
reserved for 
the suriK badly 
dressed men. 
Save the 
weathermen! 
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summed up by the tee-shirt 

beating the legend: “We're not 
arrog ant, we’re just better 
than you.” Yet their reactions 
to English misfortune could 
not be more different 

The bladder barely notice 
England's suffering on the 
pitch, apparently convinced all 
will have been worthwhile as 
long as they out-perfhrm their 
rivals in the decibel. Ashes. 

They scour the crowd for 

Australians with that short-at- 

the-sides-long-at-ihe-back 
hairstyle favoured by English 
footballers in the mid-Eight- 
ies, which for reasons lost in 
the mist of drink is known as 
the Mullet Sadly their Mullet 
antennae often lack the accu- 
racy of Australia's bowlers: on 
Sunday two of their victims 
turned out to bail from Leeds. 

Meanwhile, up In the 
stands, the carrier-bag tut and 
clack, moan and whinge, tell- 
ing anyone who will listen 
that, if the selectors had fol- 
lowed their advice, all would 
have been welL And in the 
evenings they gather In 
cricket forums, discussing the 
day with former playing 
heroes, foil of ad vice for the 
current contestants. 

Kim Hughes is one. He 
makes something of a living 
| these days on the motivational 
speaking circuit In Australia 
telling aixfiences that only the 
tough survive and that England 
are not tough and therefore 
wiH not As a former captain of 
Australia who broke down In 
from of souk hostile bouncers 
in a press conference he should 
know. 


T HE maelstrom of ad- 
vice swishing around 
Perth — bat this way , 
bowl that be mentally 
toughbut always have adrlnk 
in hand just In case— was 
enough to bring tears to David 
Lloyd's eyes — though not per- 
haps as much as on the first 
time he came to the city on 
England duty back in 1974. On 
that occasion JeffThomson 
hit him in the groin with a hall 
travelling at over 9Qmph. 

In those days batsmen did 
not have the sophisticated pro- 
tection they waddle out to the 
middle in now. According to 
Uoyd he faced Thomson wear- 
ing something which resem- 
bled a plastic soapdlsh. As the 
ball hit him, he went down as 
if under sniper fire from the 
stands but, as be was carried 
to the dressing-room, Lloyd 
did not fell to spot the poten- 
tial of the moment as an after- 
dinner anecdote. 

As the doctor attended to 
his injury, England's then 
opening bat showed the kind 
of humour reserves he would 
later need as coach ofhis 
country: “Would it be poss- 
ible," he asked, “to giro me 
something to take the pain 
away but keep the swdUng ’’ 
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SOLUTION 21,440 


Across 


1 Turn good guy into wag— 
what sauce? (7) 

S Splendid disptay of leaf- 
insect (7) 

8 raws fust through height (7) 

10 House holding an orchki {7} 

11 N<rta volunteer to study 
writing (9) 

ifr Annouwed the quiet bit ©) 
18 Hands over form of 
agreement for bed (?) 

1* Courage of everyone in 
supporting structure (9) 

17 One who wouldn’t have 
power broker? (9) 

1® Vessel for sauce If up-ended 
(5) 

28 ffs drawn to answer® 

23 Exert pressure on blockhead 
tobeunarmoured©) 

88 Shellfish needs salt only (7) 


86 Hideous force quickly drops 
one (7) 

27 Spot for rearing dew and 
mushrooms (7) 

88 Stripe about bW takes thb 
shape (7) 

Down 

1 Hard-wearing cross out In 
part of church (7) 

8 Copse gives due to desire {7} 

3 Top level for tech 
disagreement©) 

4 The continental double- 
barrelled weapon (8) 

8 What a switch might turnon?^ 

8 SMp-to-shore 
cornmunkattai (9) 

7 Com plaint in metal work (?) 

B Essay covering oH drama (71 

14 Sowce of stork, coot, larks (9) 

16 Put light out with care when 
drowsy©) 


17 May be gat for each ha'pence 

P) 

18 Offence of uninvited guest 
say. turning up (7) 

80 Vehicle wheeling rubbish 
wagon (7) 

81 Any loch can becalm (7) 


reverse note ©) 

84 JadcsaMoppostefoldown® 

Solution tomorrow 

V Stuck? Then cal or aoluflans find 
°n OMi 338 ana. cafe ewt top 
per rrtnuw * m limes. Service sup- 
pose by ATB 
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